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Disclaimer: 
 

Sonic Screwdriver is a not for profit fanzine and an amateur production. 
It is not published for profit or monetary gain. All enquiries should be 

addressed to the club. Opinions, views and articles expressed herein do 
not necessarily reflect those of the club, its committee and/or members. 
All attempts have been made to not supersede the copyright of others. 
All copyrights not otherwise listed are unintentional. Please notify the 
editor immediately if you see your material is uncredited and we will 

credit it in a future edition. 
All material is copyright ©2009 Doctor Who Club of Victoria. 

 All Doctor Who related Articles, insignia and pictures are copyright 
©2009 BBC Enterprises. 

Doctor Who Magazine © 2009 BBC Enterprises 
All Australian Broadcasting Corporation related Articles, insignia, etc are 

copyright ©2009 Australian Broadcasting Corporation 
Whovention insignia and Doctor Who Club of Australia related items 

copyright© 2009 Doctor Who Club of Australia.  
The West Lodge related Articles and Items, © 2009 The West Lodge, 

Western Australian Doctor Who Club 
South Australian Doctor Who Articles and items © 2009 SFSA 

 Doctor Who Club of Victoria related Articles, insignia and pictures are 
the property of the club ©2009. All Submissions copyright ©2009 to their 
respective Authors. All Submissions marked to their respective Authors. 

All other copyright are as listed within the articles. 
Reproduction in part is possible by prior arrangement. 
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Incorporated 1981: A0050412P 

Sonic Screwdriver is our official newsletter 

 New Postal Address :  
PO Box 8080, Rippleside VIC 3215 

Submissions: 
Post to above address or ... 

email: 
sonicscrewdriver@dwcv.org.au 

New Website: 

www.dwcv.org.au 
 

DWCV Forum: 
http://forum.dwcv.org.au 

Advertising: 
All advertising is at the discretion of the Club. Please send 

all enquiries to the club address  

Adult Submission DeadlineAdult Submission Deadline  
Opportunity for Mature Content 
I doubt this will happen again... 

 

Submissions close 31st of December Pay Online!Pay Online!  
 

Dear Readers, 
If you or an associate holds an expiring membership, feel 
free to renew it online. This process also is available for 
new members as long as they provide all the information 
on the membership forms, or at least a postal address. 

 

You can now pay online through PayPal! 
Go to: www.paypal.com.au  

 

Contact Kerry Hughes on 0438 099617 
for any other details (e.g. Family Rates). 

 

Otherwise go to our website at:  
www.dwcv.org.au 

  

Membership with Our Club 
As a member of the club, you will receive six issues of 

the club magazine, Sonic Screwdriver, plus a 
Membership Card. Family Membership is available 

through our club for two to six people. This entitles the 
family to six issues of Sonic Screwdriver (one nominated 
address) plus Membership Cards for each person. Each 

Membership Card entitles you to discounts on Doctor 
Who merchandise at several stores, see page seven. 

Attention:Attention:  

Duggan here!!! I'm back after a one year hiatus to 
bring you tales of dreams, discoveries and stories 

that will capture the imagination. Think not of me as 
a person of mystery and mayhem, but as a 

passionate person full of enthusiasm! This club has 
meant much to me over the years. I both enjoy and 
am proud of the work I have done, and the work I 

would like to continue to achieve!  
Duggan - Web Editor 

We have just received 
news that an online 
seller of used books 

and videos just joined 
our list of sponsors. 

 
www.suzs-space.com 

 
Enter code: dwcv 

 
 Receive 20% off  

 

Quite why I cannot 
imagine, but a 

member wishes to 
sell off some of his 
DVDs. For a list of 

titles, eMaill 
david@matthews-

tung.com to see what 
he has left to sell. 

 
Details on forum 

Proudly printed by Digital Print Centre at Melbourne Uni 
www.dpc.unimelb.edu.au 

Editors 
Ian A. Chapman 
Michael Young 

 
Artists 

Manuel Bouw 
Adrienne Loisen 

 
Web Editor 

Duggan 

Proof Readers 
Helen A. Chapman 

Captain Jack 
 

Proof Readers 175 
Richard Noland 

Mim Eis 
 

Photographers 
Aron Challenger 

The adult Sonic Special will be printed in a limited run. 
Anyone interested in a copy will need to order them. 

They will be free, but if you do not request you miss out. 
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In This Issue 

The Long, Long, Long Game 

Wotan’s Mail Bag  

Commander In Chief 

The Contenders 

Big Finish Audio Adventures 

Releases from Rassilon 

Jack of All Trades 

Matthew Dow Smith Interview 

Lord of Time: Part Two 

The Doctor’s Age 

Decades of Merchandising 

Silence in the DVD Library 

Tape Trading in the 1980’s 

DVD Releases in the Noughties 

Mission to the Unknown 

River Song’s Photo Diary 

Election Information 

Sonic Details, Space Fillers, and Contents 

From the Depths of the Editors’ Minds 

Letters to the Editors and Stop Press 

President’s Report VI - Judith McGinness 

Nominees for General Committee 

Evelyn Smythe by Adam Richards 

Forthcoming DVD Releases 

Torchwood: Children of Earth Spoilers 

Comic Artist Interviewed by Manuel Bouw 

Graphic Novel by Manuel Bouw 

Who’s Counting by Damian Christie 

Essay by Aron Challenger 

War Games from Space by Michael Samarin 

Archive 6 Guest Writer: Aron Challenger 

News Sourced by Liam South 

Meeting and Committee Information 

Children of Mars and Waters of Earth 

Now with Voting Forms! 
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In this Issue ... 

 

 

As Michael proudly announced, he shall be more than delighted to double his workload by releasing 
the colour versions of Sonic at the same time as the black and white ones. Currently over a dozen 

members subscribe to the colour editions, but the more that do should hopefully bring the cost down 
somewhat. Currently, there exist three tiers of membership, so chose which level best suits you.  

 
Traditional Single Membership - Six Issues of Sonic - One Discount Card - $20 

Traditional Family Membership - Six Issues of Sonic - Multiple Discount Cards - $30 
Gold Glass Membership - Six Colour Issues of Sonic - Multiple Discount Cards 

Two Free Regular Hall Meeting Vouchers - Club Goodies - $80 
 

As we reached a bulk renewal period (most memberships expired last issue) there should be no 
further delays in mailing out membership cards. If you want to have your card before the following 
issue of Sonic, then please include a 55c stamp. If you would like some post cards, magnets, or 
other goodies I found on Michael’s desk while he was making me a lovely apple green tea, then 

include two 55c stamps. Do not worry about a self addressed envelope. Thanks, Ian A. Chapman 
For further details contact Treasurer ~ Kerry Hughes as per Page 27 of this issue! 

FULL COLOUR 
Copies of  SONIC SCREWDRIVER now available! 
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The Long, Long, Long Game ... 
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 Well you did it. You finally did it. You allowed me to rise to power without a single person contesting me along the 
way. Do not think I am complaining, my diligence and devotion to the club did not come from flippancy, but I welcome 
anyone who holds any complaints or better ideas to come forwards. People came up to me complaining that Duggan will 
become the web editor, in turn I offered the job to them - nobody accepted. I always enjoy complaints, as those who offer 
them never offer their services to correct what they see as a wrong. The same went with the balance of content in Sonic, 
people ask for more this or less that, but unless they provide alternative content; we shall continue to publish what we 
receive. This issue may be merchandise heavy, but unless more varied submissions reach our inbox, that shall be what 
you receive. 
 
 Now for the next year or two, my role with Sonic Screwdriver shall be more as a submitter and less as the editor. If 
it were not for the fact we need two editors to keep up our content, I may step down from my role completely. As it is, I 
tend to focus more on the content and less on the visual shininess, so I can really step away and just submit, with little 
obvious difference to the publication. That said, Michael will have far too much free time now I am not altering his master 
page settings, re-aligning the side bars, and randomly re-sizing images just to bug him. With this time, I am sure he shall 
now take his revenge and start retaliating for all the cheap-shots I leveled at him over the years hidden throughout every 
issue. That said, I have been quite gentle on him this issue. I must be going soft in my old age… 
   

Ian A. Chapman • sonic_screwdriver@me.com • president elect • sonic submitter • administrator • fan 

sonicscrewdriver@dwcv.org.au 

What? ... What!  Another one already???  I thought I just completed the previous double issue and now here is the next 
one ... and even this is more than the usual 24 pages!   Heaven help my sanity ... and my relationship!  Another issue full 
of contributions from a variety of sources that I am sure you will find fascinating... not to mention that our magazine in 
general and the comics by Manuel Bouw in particular have recently been voted "the best" as well as our brilliant new club 
web site by David Rochwerger ... our thanks to all for appreciating our efforts! 
 

Not only do we win awards but we also stir up controversy ... as we did last issue with the Torchwood fiction that stirred up 
a  storm in a tea cup ... I get more offended by how many excuses the writers of Doctor Who must create for the Doctor to 
unnecessarily kiss his companions!  We all learn from our mistakes ... hopefully!   
 

As I have said before we will be ecstatic to produce a "Junior SONIC" if someone is willing to collect, collate and edit it I 
will happily do my usual magic and make it look our usual award winning standard ... it is ALL up to you!        

All hail the new President! [All hail the great architect - Ian] 
 

Michael Young ~ Sonic Editor • Artistic Director • Annoying Perfectionist • … etc … 

Thirty years ago, aliens made first contact with Earth. Humans waited for the hostile attack, or the giant advances in 
technology. Neither came. Instead, the aliens were refugees, the last survivors of their home world. The creatures were 
set up in a makeshift home in South Africa's District 9 as the world's nations argued over what to do with them. 
Now, patience over the alien situation has run out. Control over the aliens has been contracted out to Multi-National United 
(MNU), a private company uninterested in the aliens' welfare - they will receive tremendous profits if they can make the 
aliens' awesome weaponry work. So far, they have failed; activation of the weaponry requires alien DNA. 
The tension between the aliens and the humans comes to a head when an MNU field operative, Wikus van der Merwe 
(Sharlto Copley), contracts a mysterious virus that begins changing his DNA. Wikus quickly becomes the most hunted 
man in the world, as well as the most valuable - he is the key to unlocking the secrets of alien technology. Ostracized and 
friendless, there is only one place left for him to hide: District 9. 
District 9 is directed by Neill Blomkamp. The screenplay is by Neill Blomkamp and Terri Tatchell. The film is produced by 

Carolynne Cunningham and Peter Jackson. Only at the Movies! August 13.  
 

To enter, simply email your membership number to sonicscrewdriver@dwcv.org.au 
Competition closes on release date, August 13 2009, winners to be drawn at random. 

 

 To explore District 9 and discover more about Multi-National United visit 

www.MultiNationalUnited.com.au • www.MNUSpreadsLies.com.au • www.D-9.com.au 

DISTRICT 9 . . . NO HUMANS ALLOWED . . . YOU ARE NOT WELCOME HERE 

Competition: Win one of  five Double Passes! 
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We have received a few interesting questions from members and have chosen two of the best to answer in this issue. 
The authors of any questions we choose to answer in Sonic will be each receiving in the mail a free oversized full-
colour glossy post card / calendar. Almost any question will be welcome, except if you ask why I, a cat person, attract 
the undivided attention of Michael’s love-starved pooch. 

~ 
Question one from Lilly Black: If you could produce an anniversary special, what would be involved? 
 

IAC:  I would do a sequel to the Five Doctors, with the focus being on the companions. Drag in all the available 
 companions into the Quarry of Rassilon and have them band together, without any Doctors, to overcome their 
 situation. Perhaps a bitter Meddling Monk could be the perpetrator - the pretence does not matter. As for the 
 enemies they would face, I would chose minor ones faced only once by key companions. They monsters would 
 be alone, in a similar situation. It would be interesting to see some alliances with different races bent to escaping 
 too. 
 

Young-Michael : Every Doctor and every companion possible, then others by CGI and animation ... with and absolute 
minimum of Daleks and Cybermen (the new version at least) and it would go for two and a half hours!  And it would 
NOT be written by RTD!   
  

Question two from Heather Turner: What will be happening in the “Massive Christmas Party” you mentioned in Sonic 
172 and 173? Also, bonus issue? Yay! 
 

IAC:  Ah, I forgot to answer a different question before, and I look forward to answering this one too - perhaps Michael 
 will be the deviant this time.. Well, nothing is yet confirmed, the elections could always change the current 
 committee and ideas, the plan currently is as follows. The club booked the rooftop level of Northcote Town hall, 
 which will also include a viewing room somewhere downstairs. The key events will include: 
   Panel: Talked of in last issue, regarding the bumper programs to Doctor Who on the ABC and lost series from 
  the not too distant past involving tenuous links to the original series, this will hopefully be hosted by  
  Richard Noland. Can someone remind me to ask him before he reads it here first?  
  Games: Dedicated to board games brought by both members and the club, the back of the room will be for 
  ages specified on the box (most likely yellow taped on the corners, two pieces missing). 
    K-9’s Korner: Children’s area next to the games, filled with activities including puzzles, costumes, remote 
  control Daleks, a dress-up box, and coloring competitions.  
  Dealers: With at least four tables tentatively booked, there should be oodles of opportunities to blow your 
  Christmas bonus. Judging from the interest in the 30th Anniversary tables, this will be a popular corner. 
  Food: Yes, we got the message. The food shall involves slightly burnt sausages, white bread, and sauce. Also, 
  the usual chips, chocolate biscuits, and drinks will be available. Hopefully there shall be some more 
  surprises too, bit it is too early to comment at this stage.  
   Den: A darkened room where people can sit quietly and glare at people who enter without closing the door. 
 

Middle-Mickie : I don’t care as I have far too many other important and always urgent things to do before I will even 
  think about Christmas! For a start, I need to depose that new President. ... 
 

IAC: Well, as for the bonus issue, I honestly do not know the extent of content yet. It will, quite simply, fall down on how 
 we learn the program. The better we are, the more visually impressive the content shall be. The first issue will, 
 possibly, be a little on the racy and silly side. We do have grown-up readers who would like to see some different 
 content, and we have articles submitted that we otherwise cannot publish. Do not got too excited though, it will    
 not be sent in a brown envelope. Though it will be request only. I would like to see my fake covers make an 
 appearance though, as all the Sonics I sent through as master drafts came with an unusable cover. This one, for 
 instance, features John Barrowman and a dog and that is more tasteful than what he is doing on the back cover! 
 

Mike-Olden: Ian deserves a nice strong cup of apple flavoured green tea, accompanied by a round biscuit. 

 

Spoilers!    Stop Press:  Series 5 Filming Begins!   Spoilers!     
Filming has finally begun on Series 5 of Doctor 
Who to be screened in 2010.  This means that 
the 11th Doctor’s costume has finally been 
revealed as shown in these photos ... A mix of 
Patrick Troughton’s clown and a college boy 
snob!   It may be perfect for the UK but it is a 
bit irrelevant for the US or even here in Aus 
where we would not be caught dead in an outfit 
like that, as opposed to Eccleston or Tennant’s 
classier and fashion conscious outfits ... and 
what the hell is Karen Gillan wearing???  
Looks like something Kate Bush wore back in 
the early eighties! The TARDIS is back closer 
to the original Hartnell version.  Great to finally 
see the return of Riversong though, all glamour 
and class as expected...                            MY 
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Old Mother - Parting of  the Ways 

The next meeting on Saturday, August 29 will be our Annual General Meeting. 
It is the day when our Financial Report is presented, and we elect our Committee for the following year.  

I will not be taking up the option of President for next year. 
 

There's only one reason, and that's because it has interfered with the running of my business to the extent that I 
will have to rebuild it. And after careful consideration, I realise that I can't do both. This year has been a hard slog 
for the Club, and a challenge to any President - my successor will have it way easier, and has a great committee 
to inherit. I don't regret a thing- I needed to get involved again under demanding circumstances that were 
presenting themselves, and that's why I returned to the administration after a 25-year absence. My job is now 
done, and with the help of the current committee and many others, the Club is thriving again. All I wanted was to 
see a regular and dependable meeting place reinstated- it is our right, not a luxury- and to ensure that every 
committee member was being 100% accountable and honest, and in general delivering the goods to the members 
as expected. Upon my election last June, I promised to "put a laxative" back into the Club, and every department 
is now flowing the way it should. The vast number of membership renewals in such record time demonstrates 
that the joint effort over the past year has paid off - and indicates that most members are happy. That's what 
counts in the end. 
 

I won't be fading away. I'll be hovering like a vulture and monitoring progress, being available for advice without 
interfering. Sooner or later the cycle will come full-circle and the Club will need to be jump-started again when it 
becomes dead in the water- that's the inevitable law of the universe- but I hope that will be a long way off.  
As an ordinary member, I will continue to be on the register of volunteers- running the Prize Fund and Robot's 
Picnics, the Good Riddance auction at each meeting, the Geelong Local Group and a bit of PR work. 

 

So here’s a quick overview of the year’s achievements. 
• We have a regular and dependable meeting place at Northcote Town Hall. We are now hiring two rooms, 

and are giving members the opportunity to attend on Sundays as well. Meetings are also held every three months 
to support our growing community in Geelong.  

• The low-cost venue that is helping offset the cost of hire at Northcote. We’ve given away a record number 
of prizes at meetings, and we’re getting positive feedback on the entertainment. 

• We’ve had numerous away missions, and lunches at the affordable La Porchetta. 
• Robot’s Picnics have been established, providing a no-cost outing option for families. 

• Local Groups are back to stay. 
• Our magazine, Sonic Screwdriver has reached new heights, and has yet again won the Double Gamma 

awards. A regular full colour version has been made available for the first time.  
• A Gold Membership has been established and is proving very popular. 

• A new International Membership is being finalised. 
• The website has been re-established and has been getting lots of admiration, and our forum is active. 

• We are now the beneficiary of  professional convention organisers, and had a wonderful day in March with 
Peter Davison and Mark Strickson- and we can expect more of the same. 

• We have a healthy liaison and are in good standing with the rest of the local sci-fi community. 
• We’ve established a long-overdue personal contact with overseas clubs- starting this year with the Time 

Meddlers of Los Angeles. 
• Our sponsors have greatly increased, so has membership, and we have welcomed back many former 

members this year.  
• We are fortunate to have a qualified Treasurer who has restored our accounts and book-keeping to a legal 

and orderly state. Our obligations to Consumer Affairs have been properly restored, and elections are taken 
seriously and conducted legitimately as required by law. 

• We’ve had a successful PR presence at Armageddon and the Inter-Club Mini-con. 
• Our Club History documents and the “Matrix”- both missing or abandoned for many years- have been 

relocated and are being properly archived once again. 
• Our Club has reached the impressive milestone of 30 years, culminating in an event on Anzac Day that will 

never be forgotten. 
 

 My heartfelt thanks to the Committee and to so many others who have supported both myself and the Club in this 
pivotal year. I would be here all day thanking them individually so I’ll mention only four… 

 

DAVID ROCHWERGER- without whom we wouldn’t have a working website. We cannot underestimate the 
importance of his contribution behind-the-scenes. 

     SCOTT LISTON – for including us in what we could never achieve- a professional Dr. Who convention without 
the need to go to Sydney. 

KATE O’BRIEN- who gave us welcome advice when certain situations arose, and without whom the Club may 
have taken an entirely different direction. 

and most of all CRAIG HILL- the backbone of the Club, who was everywhere when we needed him.  
 

     And so I leave you to 2010 with a new Doctor, a new  Assistant, a new TARDIS and a new President. 
 

Judith McGinness 

The last word ... 
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 General Committee: Contested Position 

BBC America carelessly announced the commissioning of series four of 
Torchwood, although the surviving characters may not be involved. 

 
"They said I was gonna die. They said he will knock four times and I think I know 

what that means, and it doesn't mean right here, right now. Cos I don't hear 
anyone knocking, do you?" - New Waters of Mars trailer released online. 

 
Blink actor Carey Mulligan was guest of Melbourne’s International Film Festival 

promoting her current film An Education, written by Nick Hornby. 
 

John Barrowman crashed at 80mph while filming a segment for Fifth Gear. 
 

"I'm off to Los Angeles on Sunday again. I probably shouldn't say this but I've 
got a meeting with the execs of Desperate Housewives. Can you believe it - I'm 

going to be a Desperate Housewife!" - John Barrowman 
 

Tom Baker reprises the role of the Fourth Doctor in the first of five thrilling brand 
new audio adventures, with Richard Franklin as Mike Yates. Also reprising their 

rolls John Simm and Alexandra Moen will return for the Christmas finale. 
 

Russell T. Davies confirmed that series four of Sarah Jane Adventures is 
already in development, even though they just started filming series three. 

“Know thy enemy” 

Andrew Saunders 
 

G'day, This club has gone 
through some very 
interesting times, and once 
again, my enthusiasm has 
rekindled.  
 I wish to continue to 
assist the club with 
overseas contacts, BBC 
negotiation, Inter-Aussie 
Club relations and a 
renewed spark to the 
Double-Gamma Awards.  
 I will continue to 
strive to seek copyright 
permission for  the 
reproduction of articles, 
photo and media, as well 
as the possibility of 
conventions and activities! 
Together, we can achieve 
anything!! - Duggan 
 Now vote for me, or 
I may introduce you to my 
Louis Cannes Chair!! 

Colin Russell 
 

Hi, my name is Colin 
Russell, 
 I've been a member 
of the DWCV for 17 years 
and I'm running for one of 
the two General Committee 
positions. 
 I've been supplying 
the DVDs for club 
meetings for the past year, 
and I've had previous 
experience of serving on 
this club's committee. 
 If I'm fortunate 
enough to get this job, I 
hope to see a bit more 
variety in the content of 
club meetings, possibly 
even some inter-club stuff.   
 Video meetings are 
f i n e  w h e n  t h e r e ' s 
something new to watch, 
but not month after month 
without a break. 

Jason Grasso 
 

G' Day My Name is Jason 
Grasso and l am running 
for General Committee 
Club Liaison position 
 I believe this is an 
important position in 
promoting the club across 
the Sci Fi Community to let 
others know what we stand 
for and are up to that we 
are a fun bunch that never 
lost faith that Doctor Who 
will endure and go on.  
 I have had the 
honour to sever this club 
in the past and hope to do 
so again. I am a proud 
member of several other 
clubs and have been 
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e i r 
C o m m i t t e e s  a n d 
Conventions and believe 
that these skills are an 
asset to the DWCV. Thanks 

Michael Young 
 

Hello. My name is Michael 
and I am your Editor since 
issue #165 of Sonic 
Screwdriver.  I am very 
proud of what Ian and I 
have achieved with our 
issues of Sonic.   
 Sonic is the public 
face of DWCV and reaches 
fans all around the world, 
for this reason I believe it 
is important that the Editor 
be a voting part of the 
committee.   
 Please vote for me 
so I can remain a voting 
member of the committee 
and continue to be part of 
the team which has so 
effectively moved the club 
to new heights in the past 
year!  Please keep the 
team together ... 
 Vote Michael! 

Brief  Stories Relating to Current Events 
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 Since the announcement of Matt Smith as the new Doctor, I have harboured a 
secret desire to see him coupled with a character like 55 –year-old history professor 
Evelyn. Imagine Matt Smith traipsing around the galaxy with Judi Dench or Helen 
Mirren! I digress, however, I am here to provide you with a glimpse into the stories 
that make The Doctor and Evelyn such a magical companionship, not to impose my 
will on executive producer Steven Moffat. 
 
 The 6th Doctor and Evelyn start out in fine form during the Tudor court 
escapades of The Marian Conspiracy (Jacqueline Rayner, March 2000) and soon 
catch up with another old codger, Brigadier Lethbridge Stewart, in The Spectre of 
Lanyon Moor (Nicholas Pegg, June 2000). While it’s exciting to see the Brig finally 
meet Colin Baker’s Doctor, satisfying my inner fan boy's need to see Lethbridge-
Stewart collect the ‘full set,’ the story soon descends into shrill drivel. You’ll wish 
you’d jumped out halfway through part two. 
 
 Evelyn next has the misfortune to be caught up in the Dalek Empire lunacy in 
The Apocalypse Element (Stephen Cole, August 2000), where the Daleks invade 
Gallifrey, resulting in a noisy cacophony featuring Romana (Llala Ward) that is so 
weighed down in fan-stroking continuity, it needs a Wikipedia entry to explain it all. 
Not for the faint of heart or the easily confused. (The events are apparently part of the 
‘Time War’ hinted at in the new series, so if you really feel the need to endure it, don’t 
let me stop you). 
 
 Bloodtide (Johnathan Morris, July 2001) returns the Silurians to our ears, and 
gives The Doctor and Evelyn a chance to meet Charles Darwin and talk evolution on 
Galapagos, in an atmospheric story about the role of morality in science. The Myrka 
(Warriors of the Deep) also pops up, and is much more threatening, purely because 
we can’t see that it’s a pantomime horse draped with seaweed. 
 
 Project: Twilight (Cavan Scott & Mark Wright, August 2001) and Project: 
Lazarus (Cavan Scott & Mark Wright, June 2003) involve Evelyn’s maternal instincts 
kicking in over young Cassie, while vampire thugs run about the place, tailed by 
ancient hunter, Nimrod. It’s a rather strange melange of styles, as if Doctor Who had 
been hijacked by ‘East Enders’ and ‘Buffy the Vampire Slayer.’ Maggie Stables really 
shines in these stories. 
 
 Real Time (Gary Russell, August 2002) pits the 6th Dr and Evelyn against the 
Cybermen, in a special release that was originally webcast with limited animation on 
bbc.co.uk. Co-starring Yee Jee Tso from the US TV movie, and comedians Stewart 
Lee and Richard Herring, this story moves at a brisk pace, but has an (as yet) 
unresolved cliff-hanger ending. (It is not likely to be resolved, either). There are 6 x 10 
minute episodes, and you can hear it for free at the classic section of the BBC’s 
Doctor Who website. 
 
 The Sandman (Simon A. Forward, October 2002) is an incoherent mess that 
has The Doctor as an intergalactic bogeyman, haunting The Clutch, a fleet of ships 
that bears more than a passing resemblance to those in Battlestar Galactica. This is 
derivative nonsense, for die-hard completists only. 
 

 I covered off Jubilee (Robert Shearman, January 2003) last time. It really is 
one of the best of the Big Finish productions, hence Russell T. Davies’ eagerness to 
have it adapted for the new series in 2005. Evelyn’s scenes with the lone, imprisoned 
Dalek are mesmerising. 

Colin Baker has really made the Big Finish audios his chance to redeem a character 
that was given short shrift on television. He is a much more palatable character 
without his migraine-inducing costume flapping about all over the place, and Baker 
delivers a far more mellow performance, far from the incendiary, emotionally 
vacillating character we meet in The Twin Dilemma; especially when coupled with the 
sobering influence of the mature Evelyn Smythe (Maggie Stables), who is one of the 
best companions in the series, up there with Rose, Donna and Sarah-Jane. 

by Adam Richard 

Big Finish http://www.bigfinish.com/ 
BBCi webcasts http://www.bbc.co.uk/doctorwho/classic/webcasts/ 
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The Sixth Doctor and Evelyn Smythe 
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 Doctor Who and the Pirates (Jacqueline Rayner, April 2003), is a musical. A Gilbert and Sullivan pastiche to be 
precise, and it should be contrived nonsense, but it really does work (if, like me, you are predisposed to enjoy a musical). 
The singing silliness at the heart of the story is attempting to avoid a tragedy that will feed into events in later stories. 
 
 Arrangements for War (Paul Sutton, May 2004) was in my top ten, and its sequel Thicker than Water (Paul Sutton, 
September 2005) is, like ‘The Godfather II,’ as good as the original. It is a story of the 6th Doctor and Mel (Bonnie 
Langford) visiting Evelyn after she has decided travelling in the TARDIS is no longer her desire. She has settled on Világ 
with Rossiter (Gabriel Woolf), but, as happens in Doctor Who, life does not run smoothly. 
 David Tennant guest-stars in Medicinal Purposes (Robert Ross, August 2004) as Daft Jamie, in a tale of the 
Edinburgh bodysnatching scandal of 1827. Some kind of time paradox is at work as well in a play that is not a terrible, but 
given the quality of the stories preceding it, it pulls up short. It’s followed by Pier Pressure (Robert Ross, January 2006) 
which takes us to 1936 Brighton, and the infamous music hall comedian Max Miller (Roy Hudd). There is more than 
enough dark and spooky material here for a two or three part story, but it is stretched very thin to cover all four episodes. 
Characters and events from these two stories bob up again in Assassin in the Limelight (Robert Ross, May 2008), the last 
story featuring Evelyn for the foreseeable future. The Doctor and Evelyn turn up at Ford’s Theatre, where Abraham Lincoln 
is to be assassinated. At turns hilarious and thrilling, this is a very solid tale, with a delightful return performance from 
Leslie Phillips. 
 
 The Nowhere Place (Nicholas Briggs, July 2006) is full of promise, when a mysterious door appears on a space 
fighter-carrier in 2197, and is somehow linked to a train journey in 1952. It falls victim to that most annoying of Big Finish 
traits, an episode 4 where storylines crash into each other, instead of dovetailing into a satisfying climax. 
 
 The 6th Doctor and Evelyn are the stars of the 100th monthly release from Big Finish, aptly titled 100 (Jacqueline 
Rayner, Robert Shearman, Joseph Lidster, Paul Cornell, September 2007) four one-episode stories, that cover hilarious 
behaviour in 100BC Rome, a Mozart that never died, a creepy riff on the Sleeping Beauty curse and a trip through the past 
100 Big Finish adventures. Most of the stories are brilliant, and at one episode apiece, never outstay their welcome. 

 

by Adam Richard 

Classic Series 1963 Classic Series 1963 --  1989 / New Series 2005 1989 / New Series 2005 --  20102010  

Title Australia England News 

Steel Case: Cyberman Box Set 6th of August Four new series stories with new special features 

Delta and the Bannermen 6th of August Out now As bad as you remember 

The War Games 3rd of September Out now Three Disc Edition 

Remembrance of the Daleks 1st of October Out now Restored/Special Edition 

Planet of the Dead 1st of October Out now Blu-Ray Release 

Torchwood: Children of Earth 1st of October Out now Also as a Blu-Ray 

Black Guardian Trilogy October 10th of August Three Disc Edition 

Twin Dilemma November 7th of September Collect them all... 

The Keys of Marinus November 21st of September Two Disc Release 

Frontier in Space and Planet of the Daleks Expected later this year Dalek War Box Set 

 Releases from the Tower of  Rassilon 



 

 

 Torchwood 3 Edition Sonic Screwdriver ~ August 2009 

 

10 

  

TORCHWOOD  ~ Children Of EarthTORCHWOOD  ~ Children Of Earth  
 

3.1:  Day One  ~ Homeless3.1:  Day One  ~ Homeless  
At the start it felt more like an episode of Doctor Who, and also as if they were replacing 
Owen and Tosh with Doctor Rupesh and Lois.  I was impressed with Rupesh and hoped he 
would stay on the team, but was disappointed to find that he was a bad guy and that he 
ended up dead in episode 1 ... what a waste!     
 

The concept of all the children in the world stopping at the one time was excellent and very 
effective.  “...we are coming ... we are coming ... back!  ...we are here! “ was excellent.   
Also great to see more about Ianto’s family and to meet Jack’s daughter, who knew him so 
well that she could so easily see what he was up to.  Hated the gutless and self-serving 
politicians and government officials.   Brilliant cliff-hanger ending to this one, even though 
we know that Jack will survive and it was spoiled anyway by the teaser for episode 2. 
 
 

3.2  Day Two  ~  The Lazarus Curse3.2  Day Two  ~  The Lazarus Curse  
This was better.  Action, drama, romance, thriller, with everyone out to get them.   “The 
Lazarus Curse” as Jack’s condition should be called, is shown here in all its horror and 
pain, and just how he does not come back to life but his body actually regenerates!  Lois 
Abiba is excellent and I really hope she stays around for next season.  Also found it 
hilarious how we get to see several “fat” men naked but none of the hotties except for Jack 
from behind at the end ... good one Russell!  We all know how John Barrowman loves to 
flash his but to everyone, not to mention the fully naked front-on shot from the security 
camera!  A very powerful episode that reveals more layers every time it is viewed. 
 
 

3.3  Day Three   ~  Ghosts Of The Past3.3  Day Three   ~  Ghosts Of The Past  
The Torchwood team are down but not out ... a little petty crime and we soon have a new 
Torchwood up and running.  Today’s the day ... isn’t it? isn’t it ...  the 456 arrive and they 
are revolting, a well executed evil alien.   We also see how Jack was right in the middle of it 
last time they were here (1965).   Well crafted suspense and horror ably sustained by an 
excellent supporting cast of shady, duplicitous and innocent characters.  The politicians are 
brilliantly, realistically and ruthlessly written ... well done!   A very deep, complex episode 
that can move very slowly at times to effectively increase the tension until they state “we 
want a gift ... we will take your children...”  then another of Jack’s dirty little secrets are 
revealed. 
 

Good to see more about Jack’s daughter, Alice and also to see Lois officially join the fight.  
Some great lines in this one including... “Who’s the queer?”  “Oi!” “I can smell it”... that’s a 
very interesting new gaydar! 

 

Jack!  … of all trades … 
Spoilers!  TORCHWOOD Series 3        Spoilers!  

Hey there again … Captain Jack  
(the Alternate DWCV Universe version)  here again!    

Well, the latest season of Torchwood has recently screened around the 
world.  Here in Australia it was fast-tracked to air the next day, 

unfortunately it was on pay TV channel Foxtel and not of free-to-air as it 
should have been ... a rip off in my opinion.  So now that Torchwood has 
graduated to BBC1 in the UK it was decided to only do five episodes and 

screen over one week as a miniseries ... much to the frustration and 
annoyance of John Barrowman if not the whole team ... The BBC had their 

reasons but ultimately they were lame.   
 

This was a season full of surprises and revelations and a lot of deep 
meaning.  The quality was very high in all areas.  Even the associated 
promotional photos which are featured here are just brilliant as is the 

promo poster featured on our cover.  I have given each episode a name 
other than “Day One” etc as it makes for much easier recollection of what 

each episode was all about ... 

 P
re

vi
ew

 ~
 S

P
O

IL
E

R
S

! 



 

 

 Sonic Screwdriver ~ August 2009  Torchwood 3 Edition 

 

11  P
re

vi
ew

 ~
 S

P
O

IL
E

R
S

! 

  

3.4  Day Four  ~ Another One Down3.4  Day Four  ~ Another One Down  
 
The aliens are revealed as terrorists and traitors.  Just come along with Uncle Jack ... for a 
big adventure, or the stuff of nightmares. Then we go inside and see what they really want 
the 10% of children for ... horrific!   3-2-5-0-0-0  3-2-5-0-0-0  3-2-5-0-0-0  Batman and 
Robin confront the alien but their logic is ruthless ... “you yielded in the past ...” and the 
statement of the human infant mortality rate of 29158 deaths per day or one every three 
seconds.  A “civilised" discussion about which children will be chosen to sacrifice was 
brilliantly written and delivered.  We are ruled by racist ignorant pigs! 
 
Lois is doing great but where is the Doctor when we need him?  It is also a great twist 
when Gwen wins Jackson over to their side.   Andy is always a great character and we 
should see more of him.  A surprisingly tragic episode with the loss of the Remnant (Clem) 
and the unexpected and tragic death of Ianto ... I never saw that one coming!  The direction 
and editing is superbly done. 
 

3.5  Day Five  ~ How The World Ended3.5  Day Five  ~ How The World Ended  
 
A brilliant start with Gwen’s monologue, sums up the whole five episodes so well.  This is 
not a season about aliens, it is about the political horrors of the early 21st century... why 
would anyone want to bring children into this world?  Although this is just a TV show it still 
raises the horrible truth of what we and our leaders are capable of doing... it has happened 
before and can so easily happen again, perhaps it still is happening now.  Reduced to the 
level of drug dealers, their behaviour is disgusting, particularly when the PM instructs John 
Frobisher to publicly sacrifice his children to keep the calm and continue the con job on the 
public ... no wonder he used the Requisition 31 to deal with it.  How brilliant to hear Bridget 
Spears recount her wonderful memories of Minister Frobisher over the tragic scenes of his 
final act ... made even more tragic by the fact that the 456 were ultimately defeated.  How 
great to see that the ladies will soon have their revenge on the Prime Minister. 
 
Great that Alice joined the fight but in the end only Jack could help with the very simple 
solution and the unbearable sacrifice that he had to make to save the world.  Alice will 
never forgive her father.   
 

Is there a Torchwood any more?  Jack has almost nothing to return to 
Earth for, how could Gwen continue in the team now that she is about to 

have her baby, all the others are gone and so is the Hub.   
Will we see a different Torchwood next time?  Or is it actually all over?   

I hope it will go on! 
 

Jack!  … of all trades … 
Spoilers!  TORCHWOOD Series 3        Spoilers!  

Cheers dears ...   Jack!   
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Matthew Dow Smith: Doctor Who Comic #3 

 

Manuel: As a Doctor Who fan since childhood, how did 

you feel when IDW Publishing asked you to illustrate the 

new Doctor Who comic? 

 

Matthew: Honestly? I squealed like a little girl who just 

got a pony for Christmas. I'd drawn another book for IDW 

a few years ago (F. Paul Wilson's THE KEEP), so when I 

heard they'd picked up the license to do WHO comics, I 

asked if there was any way I could be involved. At the 

time, I was drawing a book for DC's WildStorm imprint, so 

I could really only draw a cover or a short story, but they 

asked me to submit a cover they could use for one of the 

one-shots. Little did I know they were prepping a new 

ongoing WHO comic book, and when the BBC came back 

and said they really liked my take on the Doctor, IDW 

asked if I had time in my schedule for one of the story 

arcs.  Luckily, Denton Tipton (who edits all of IDW's 

WHO titles) couldn't reach me, so he made the offer on 

my voicemail. I say lucky, because that way he wasn't 

subjected to my squealing, and I got some time to jump 

around my office like a little kid before putting my 

professional face on and calling him back to accept. I still 

can't quite believe that I get to draw the Doctor. I was 

thrilled just to draw a cover, but to draw an actual WHO 

story? That's a dream come true for me. 

 

Manuel: Your artwork for the new Doctor Who comic 

debuts in issue #3. What can Doctor Who fans expect to 

see during your run? 

 

Matthew: Anyone who knows my work on titles like 

HELLBOY, SUPERNATURAL: ORIGINS, or MIRROR'S 

EDGE will know that there will be a few shadows. I like 

shadows. Lots and lots of shadows. But I actually toned it 

back a little for this story. Tony Lee's script really captured 

the feel of a WHO episode, so I did my best to have the 

art match the look and feel of the new series. We'll see 

what the fans think, but that's what I was going for. 

 As for the story itself, I don't want to give anything 

away, but there will be some aliens from the new series 

and some from the old series, and an old enemy back to 

cause even more trouble for the Doctor. It's a really great 

story, and as a fan, I did a lot of "oh, no way... that's so 

cool!" while I read through the scripts. And then I got right 

into the business of trying to figure out how to draw things 

like Ogrons and Judoon. I actually broke out my Judoon 

action figure and used it for reference. Well, I call it 

reference, but mostly I played with it for half an hour and 

then had to put it down and get some actual drawing 

done. 

 

Manuel: It has been stated that the new Doctor Who comics 

are set in-between the events of Series 4 and the 2009 TV 

Specials. Is there any particular character (companion, 

villain or otherwise) which you would've liked to have 

illustrated? 

 

Matthew: That's a tough question to answer. There are so 

many great aliens and companions from the long history of 

this show that I would love to draw. I get to draw a lot of the 

aliens in this story arc, but I've always had a fondness for 

the Zygons. Now that's a story where I could go all out on 

with my usual shadows. And I would love to do a Master 

story some day. ANY of the Master's incarnations. He's the 

perfect foil for the Doctor. And I have an incredible fondness 

for Romana II. I had a huge crush on her when I was a little 

kid. I not-so-secretly hope that Romana will come back 

somehow. 

 

Manuel: The standard question, which Doctor was your 

favourite, and why? 

 

Matthew: Man, that's like asking which of your children is 

your favourite. I grew up with Tom Baker, so he'll always 

have a special place in my heart. And Patrick Troughton has 

a wonderful energy that I've come to love. But of all the 

original series Doctors, I'd have to say that Sylvester McCoy 

was my favourite. His version of the Doctor had everything I 

love about the character -- the strangeness, the humour, the 

mystery. And the Doctor/Ace stories are among the best of 

the original run. Loved their dynamic. 

 

Manuel: What projects do you have planned for the future? 

 

Matthew: I'm finishing my story arc (which is called 

FUGITIVE) at the end of August, and then I'm taking a 

couple of months off to finish a novel I've been writing in-

between my comic book art assignments, but after that... no 

idea. It's gonna' be hard to top this job. But if IDW asks me 

back for more stories, I'd jump at the chance to draw some 

more WHO. 

Interview Conducted by Manuel Bouw 
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Lord of  Time: Part Two 

by Manuel Bouw 
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I’ve been motivated to write this piece after reading Jordn Fenton’s article “The Age of Time Lords” in Sonic #170. 
In that article, Jordn considered the rather contentious issue of the Doctor’s age. However, this piece will also focus on a 
number of other issues relating to the Doctor’s lifespan, including the finite number of Time Lord regenerations. 

Jordn’s article focused on the discrepancies with the Doctor’s age, that the Tenth Doctor states quite emphatically 
in Voyage of the Damned that he is 903 years old, yet in Time and the Rani, he was “the ripe old age” of 953 at the 
beginning of his seventh incarnation. 

Now, I am going to resist plumbing through 45 years of Doctor Who TV serials and all manner of spin-off stories 
(e.g. the New, Missing, Past Doctor and Eighth Doctor Adventure novels, the Big Finish audios, etc) as Jordn tried in a 
seemingly fruitful effort to piece together the Doctor’s definitive age. That’s not to say I won’t delve into examples here or 
there, but there are simpler ways of arriving at a reasonable conclusion. 

For a start, given what we know from the TV series (both modern and classic), I think the age stipulated by the 
Tenth Doctor is probably about right, that is he is about 903, relatively speaking, in human terms, and probably very young 
for a Time Lord as well. 

I think it’s safe to say that at least until now, the Doctor has never been honest with his companions and friends 
about his age. In his first seven incarnations, it probably always sounded a lot more awe-inspiring for people around him if 
he said he was 450 or 750 or 900 years old than to admit he was really only 140 or 400 or 650 years old respectively. After 
all, if you say you’re a person of immense age, this implies that you have a wealth of experience, knowledge and wisdom. 
Of course, now that the Doctor is seemingly the last of the Time Lords, perhaps he is even talking down his age around 
people because he fears he might sound too old! 

Therefore, if we assume the Doctor has talked up his age, then it would explain the inconsistencies in the figures 
he has tossed around over the years. It would explain why the Second Doctor would reveal his age to be 450 to Victoria (in 
Tomb of the Cybermen) yet carry a supposedly 500 year old diary of travels in the TARDIS (in Power of the Daleks) that 
suggests he is much older. It would explain why in The Brain of Morbius the Fourth Doctor protests that he is only 749 and 
he has yet to experience the wonders of life from the age of 750 (“Life doesn’t start until you’re 750!”), yet the Third Doctor 
twice stated that his lifetime covered “several thousand years” in The Silurians and The Mind of Evil. It would also explain 
how the Seventh Doctor can claim to be 953 in Time and the Rani, and yet in Remembrance of the Daleks, only a few 
stories later, he revises that figure back to 900 (the same age he apparently was in The Trial of a Time Lord, during his 
sixth incarnation, and the age he claims to be now, in his ninth and tenth incarnations). It’s because he’s never been 
particularly truthful about his age to start with. 

We have only the Doctor’s word about his true age and even the age of his supposed contemporaries. We’ve 
always assumed that the Master and the Rani, for example, are about the same age as the Doctor because he went to the 
Academy on Gallifrey with both of them. However, neither the Master nor the Rani have ever revealed their ages on-
screen. The Rani indeed might have been around 953 in Time and the Rani, but we have only the Doctor’s word for that. 
The subject only comes up because the reunited Doctor and Mel are trying to break out of the Rani’s laboratory, but lack 
the code to open the main hatch. It is the eavesdropping Lakertyan Beyus who reveals the code as “nine-five-three” to 
which the Doctor exclaims as he taps in the numbers: “Who’d have thought she’d have been so obvious? That’s my age – 
and the Rani’s!” The Doctor can’t help but pass comment on the Rani’s supposed age without relating it back to his own – 
and given that Mel is right beside him, it strikes me that he’s just saying it yet again to impress her! It’s also another 
example of one-up-man-ship on the Doctor’s part – he has to prove he is of a similar intellect to the Rani. 

 
OFF-SCREEN ADVENTURES 

 
It is possible that between the end of his trial (part 14 of The Trial of a Time Lord) and his regeneration on 

Lakertya (part one of Time and the Rani) that the Doctor could have aged 53 years. It has been surmised through the 
various spin-off novels and audios that the Sixth Doctor could have had further adventures with many different companions 
before he was “properly” joined by Mel, who, when we first met her on-screen, had been brought from the Doctor’s future 
to testify at his trial. After all, he has supposedly traveled with the likes of Grant Markham, Evelyn Smythe, Charlie Pollard, 
and Frobisher before being reunited with Mel.  

However, in my mind (and remember, this is just my opinion), I doubt these off-screen adventures would 
necessarily equate to 50 odd years of adventures. If so, then you’d have to wonder at the ages of some of the Doctor’s 
earlier companions in relative terms. Given that for the program's first 22 years, Doctor Who was more or less continuous 
(that is, there are fewer gaps between the TV stories for further off-screen adventures than there are from the end of 
Season 22 onwards), then it is not plausible that the Doctor or his other traveling companions could have aged by 
hundreds of years, either during or between episodes. 

In the Fifth Doctor’s case, it is especially hard to reconcile the placing of many of his off-screen adventures 
because the TARDIS in his time was practically a turnstile for multiple companions and there was generally a reference in 
each new TV story to events of the preceding on-screen adventure. While there is a potential for a gap between Time-
Flight and Arc of Infinity (where the Fifth Doctor and Nyssa could have traveled together without Tegan for a period of 
time), there are really no gaps which suggest there were further adventures for the Fifth Doctor with Turlough (between 
Resurrection of the Daleks and Planet of Fire) or with Peri (between Planet of Fire and The Caves of Androzani - despite 
all the adventures they supposedly enjoy with the Egyptian queen Erimem in the Big Finish audios!). Therefore, the 
Doctor’s fifth incarnation was comparatively short compared to the length of his predecessors. 

It is also ludicrous to suggest that the Third Doctor could have aged hundreds of years during his five or so years 
as UNIT’s scientific adviser, as he clearly did not travel in the TARDIS that much. And whatever was implied on-screen in 
The Five Doctors and The Two Doctors (most infamously the Second Doctor being aware of the outcome of his trial and  

Reconciling the Age of  a Time Lord 
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Reconciling the Age of  a Time Lord 

the fate of companions Zoe and Jamie), I also have never subscribed to the absurd suggestion (first raised by the likes of 
Paul Cornell and later given credence by Terrance Dicks in some of his more recent Doctor Who novels) that the Second 
Doctor had many more off-screen adventures after his trial in The War Games (the ridiculous “Season 6B” theory). The 
Second Doctor was regenerated at the end of The War Games and exiled to Earth– where the Third Doctor arrived in the 
TARDIS in Spearhead from Space. Period. End of story. Ergo, no other opportunities for further adventures/misadventures 
and the opportunity for the Doctor to age 200 or 300 years. (Anyway, The Two Doctors specifically mentions Victoria’s 
absence from the TARDIS, implying that for the Second Doctor and Jamie, the story is set long before The War Games). 

Therefore, given that the TV stories should generally be given priority over the off-screen adventures in terms of 
canon, the latter can’t be cited as necessarily reasons (no matter how plausible) for the inconsistencies in the Doctor’s 
age. It is simpler to assume that when we first met the Doctor on-screen, he was in his fifties or sixties (about the same 
age that William Hartnell was when the TV series first started). If we use this as a starting point, then each incarnation of 
the Doctor has had a median age of about 100 years, give or take the fact that some of his later regenerations appear to 
have been shorter-lived than others (ED: when the Ninth Doctor admires his ears in a mirror during a brief moment in 
Rose, this suggests he is not long regenerated and therefore his lifespan really only covers his travels with Rose to the 
end of The Parting of the Ways). This would imply that the Tenth Doctor is indeed around 903 when he boasts about his 
age in Voyage of the Damned. 

Even allowing for gaps in the Doctor’s recorded history (e.g. the First Doctor’s possible travels before An 
Unearthly Child, the Sixth Doctor’s later adventures (and companions) post-Trial of a Time Lord, the Seventh Doctor’s 
travels post-Survival and his regeneration in the TV movie, not to mention the Time War and pretty much the whole 
duration of the Eighth Doctor’s incarnation), there is not enough evidence to suggest that the Doctor is any older or indeed 
younger than he claims. However, whilst we are not certain of the Doctor’s age, there is one thing that we can be certain 
of: the Doctor has had ten incarnations and is now nearing the beginning of his eleventh. 

 
THE “MORBIUS” FALLACY 

 
Some fans, including Jordn ever so briefly in his article in Sonic #170, have postulated that perhaps the Doctor 

had numerous off-screen or (absurdly “Morbius”) incarnations prior to William Hartnell’s Doctor, implying that the First 
Doctor was not actually the first. This confusion seems to have arisen because of the infamous sequence in The Brain of 
Morbius when the Doctor challenges the former Time Lord Morbius to a mental duel. In the subsequent mental death lock, 
Morbius attempts to drive the Doctor’s mind beyond his moment of birth, and aside from seeing his first three incarnations 
on a CSO screen, we also see eight other faces (all of which belonged to key members of the then Doctor Who production 
team, e.g. producer Philip Hinchcliffe, script editor Robert Holmes, production manager George Gallacio, director Douglas 
Camfield, etc). Some fans, notably writer Lance Parkin, have argued that these must be earlier incarnations of the Doctor 
prior to what we accept as the First Doctor. This is mostly based on an admission by Hinchcliffe that the production team 
indeed intended these faces to be earlier incarnations of the Doctor and to imply that William Hartnell’s incarnation was not 
the first. Parkin even wrote a Doctor Who novel The Infinity Doctors in 1998 that took up this theory and some of his other 
theories relating to the Doctor’s age and number of incarnations. 

Of course, what this ludicrous theory so plainly overlooks is the likelihood that the other eight faces were Morbius’ 
eight incarnations before his body was executed by the Time Lords. After all, when these faces appear, Morbius’ brain 
casket subsequently blows up and the mindless monster he has become staggers off. The Doctor, of course, is nearly 
killed in the battle of wills and lapses into a coma, but this is not unusual for the Doctor – there have been numerous times 
when his body has shut down in order to recover from near-death experiences. 

Most importantly, it has been established (albeit in later stories such as The Deadly Assassin, The Keeper of 
Traken and Mawdryn Undead) that Time Lord life cycles have only 12 regenerations. If the so-called “Morbius” Doctors 
existed, then that would mean that the Fourth Doctor was actually the 12th and the Fifth Doctor was the 13th! 

Besides, there were two definitive statements in the program's 20th anniversary year that established that the 
First Doctor was indeed the first. The first came in Mawdryn Undead when the Doctor explained that he had regenerated 
“four times” (which put him correctly in his fifth incarnation). The second definitive statement was in The Five Doctors when 
the First Doctor meets the Fifth Doctor inside the TARDIS. When the Fifth Doctor confirms he is in his fourth regeneration, 
the First Doctor exclaims “So there are five of me now!” And the First Doctor is most emphatic about his own status when 
he proudly boasts “I am the Doctor – the original, you might say!” (The irony of this remark, of course, is that it was uttered 
by Richard Hurndall, who had reprised the role from the late William Hartnell, but the quotation is by far one of the First 
Doctor’s most fondly remembered and most often repeated lines by Doctor Who fans.) 

Therefore, the so-called “Morbius” Doctors are a fallacy. The theory has about as much credibility as Richard E 
Grant’s Doctor in The Curse of the Shalka (who was originally declared in the first edition of Justin Richards’ 40th 
anniversary tome Doctor Who – The Legend as the “definitive” Ninth Doctor before Christopher Eccleston was eventually 
cast) and the various spoof Doctors (of which Grant was also an incarnation) in the very funny, but non-canonical Red 
Nose special Curse of the Fatal Death. It also does not answer the question about the Doctor’s age. The First Doctor was 
the first. Period. End of story. 

Granted, given that when Matt Smith takes over the reins next year, the Doctor will have only three regenerations 
left does not mean that one day the TV series may not break its own cardinal rule and regenerate the Doctor beyond his 
13th incarnation. After all, the Master has seemingly had more lives than a Cheshire cat and perhaps a solution will arise 
that will ensure the Doctor’s adventures continue. For the time being, however, it is clear that the Doctor has had ten 
incarnations (no more or less, even if David Tennant has rather cheekily tried to claim that he is the Tenth-stroke-Eleventh 
Doctor, based on the fact his Doctor partly regenerated in Journey’s End!). 

Who’s Counting by Damian Christie 
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Reconciling the Age of  a Time Lord 

Who’s Counting by Damian Christie 

EIGHTH MAN BOUND 
 

This brings me to another fallacy that a minority of fans over the years have tried to perpetrate – the suggestion 
that the 1996 TV movie starring Paul McGann is not part of Doctor Who continuity and that by implication there was no 
Eighth Doctor (or at least not an Eighth Doctor as played by Paul McGann). This contention is generally only raised by 
some fans because they didn’t like the TV movie period and felt it was too “American”. This train of thought, however, 
completely ignores all the facts: that the TV movie was a BBC co-production; Sylvester McCoy appeared as the Seventh 
Doctor in the first 20 minutes of the film to initiate the regeneration; and the BBC built an entire marketing campaign in 
1996 and for the rest of the 1990s and early 2000s around the concept of Paul McGann as the Eighth Doctor, including the 
licensed BBC novels, Big Finish audios and the short-lived Radio Times and long-running Doctor Who Magazine comic 
strips. 

It will therefore have not pleased those fans that Paul McGann has since been acknowledged as one of the ten 
Doctors in the modern TV series, notably in the episodes Human Nature and The Next Doctor. We glimpse the Eighth 
Doctor’s visage in Dr John Smith’s Book of Impossible Things and even see a brief clip of the Eighth Doctor from the TV 
movie as part of the Cyber info-stamp recovered by Jackson Lake. Indeed, the flashbacks to the first nine Doctors in The 
Next Doctor were the ultimate compliment to 45 years of Doctor Who’s history (on a par with similar flashback sequences 
in stories like Day of the Daleks, The [aforementioned] Brain of Morbius, Earthshock and Resurrection of the Daleks). This 
is the ultimate acknowledgement by the modern TV series (and the current production regime headed by Russell T 
Davies) that Paul McGann’s Doctor is the eighth incarnation of the Time Lord and that the TV movie is a valid chapter of 
the Doctor Who canon. 

You don’t necessarily have to count any of the Eighth Doctor’s off-screen adventures – the BBC novels, the Big 
Finish audios or even the Doctor Who Magazine and Radio Times comic strips - as part of the Doctor Who canon. Indeed, 
all four of these sources have contradicted each other and the modern TV series. The only thing that we can be 
reasonably sure of is that the Eighth Doctor had a significant role to play in the Time War and must have rubbed shoulders 
with not just the Daleks, but also the Master and Davros. The fact that the modern TV series chose not to do a retcon (e.g. 
casting Christopher Eccleston as the Eighth Doctor, for instance) shows that the BBC is not embarrassed about the TV 
movie (as a minority of fans certainly are) and considers it a vital part of Doctor Who’s history as a program. It is also 
without doubt the highest compliment one could pay to Paul McGann. While the movie had its faults, Paul McGann’s 
portrayal as the Doctor is still considered today by the majority of fans to have been outstanding. 

 

EMPLOYING OCCAM’S RAZOR 
 

It is inevitable that in a long-running series like Doctor Who, there will be contradictions within the program about 
important characteristics of the Doctor such as his age, his origins and history and his allotted number of regenerations 
(does the near regeneration in Journey’s End count as a regeneration, as David Tennant has so cheekily suggested?). 
Fans are free to agree or disagree with my views, but at the end of the day the principle of Occam’s razor should apply – 
that is, the simplest explanation is often the best. Therefore, the Doctor’s age is indeed 903 – the man is simply a braggart 
who likes to make himself sound younger or older in order to impress his long array of admiring companions! Ergo, there 
have been ten Doctors – the eight other faces we see in The Brain of Morbius belong to the villain, not the Doctor. And 
whether fans like it or not, the events of the TV movie involving the Eighth Doctor, the Master and Grace Holloway did 
happen. Oh, and the Season 6B theory is still rubbish! The Second Doctor was regenerated and exiled to Earth at the end 
of The War Games – as the production team at the time intended. 

To misquote Captain Jack Harkness, if we were to try to reconcile the Doctor’s age, origins and history and 
allotted number of regenerations, “we’d be here until the sun explodes!” I doubt whether the TV series will ever provide a 
definitive answer to all these questions, but until we learn something completely radical, Occam’s razor should prevail. 
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What makes a person decide that they are going to go from passively enjoying 
something to actively tracking down items related to a specific subject to love and horde and 
display behind glass? Really there is no easy answer. Different people collect for different 
reasons. Some people may get a warm nostalgic glow from finding a lost item from their 
childhood that reminds them of a different time, some people love to feel the rush of 
pleasure from discovering a long sought collectable to add to their collection, some people 
just love to find a bargain, and for some people it is a competition - whoever has the most 
toys... 

But the common thread that unites collectors is a love for the items they are 
collecting. For some people the collecting bug is a phase, a brief dalliance with the 
commercial side of a trend or fad; for others it is a lifetime commitment to a hobby or pass 
time. Just about anything can be collected, from barbed wire to beer cans, but if you wander 
through a collectable fair or specialty shop you will notice that a large slice of collectables on 
offer are related to popular culture.  

Popular culture is the back ground hum that we live out our lives to: the music we 
listen to, the television that filters into our homes, the adverts that persuade us and the 
celebrities that charm us. The kitsch, the trashy, the adored and the worshipped; fleeting and 
long reaching, there is someone, somewhere who will embrace it and buy a packaged up 
version of it. Popular Culture can be a powerful thing. When it resonates with a large enough 
group of people, there are always merchandisers (intellects vast and cool and unsympathetic 
providing what the market wants, filling the need in your life) keenly following the trends. So 
in 1963 when a humble children's TV series that was supposed to last 13 weeks was more 
warmly received than was originally expected, it was not exceptional that certain people 
would notice. When one of the popular elements of the television series would make a 
perfectly good 5 inch toy that could perhaps have a 'bump and go' action, it is only natural 
contracts would be drawn up, toy companies drafted into action and a steady stream of 
desirable, shiny products released. 

Right from its genesis Doctor Who was a television series that seemed perfect to 
be exploited through merchandising potential. Because of it's broad appeal, it had a ready 
made customer base with an imaginatively designed product by some of the BBC's best 
designers. Six weeks in and Doctor Who showed its hand to the merchandisers - the Daleks 
- seen in all there glory for the first time on the 28th of December 1963 and since 1964 there 
has been Doctor Who merchandise available constantly for 45 years! 

The first wave of Dalekmania took the BBC by complete surprise, but the 60's 
spawned some of the best Doctor Who collectables ever produced. The Dalek book beat the 
Doctor Who annual into print being the first 'official' item of Doctor Who merchandise, the 
theme tune 7" single and sheet music soon followed. The year after the BBC had hired a 
company to promote the show and sell the licence to various toy companies, publishing 
houses and other interested parties, that the floodgates really opened. The item that every 
British school child desired was finally released - the humble toy Dalek. Marx Toys sold over 
1 million Dalek toys in the first 18 months of production alone! 

As the 60's drew to a close the amount of Doctor Who merchandise also trailed off. 
After 5 years of TV, and two movies the Daleks weren't the top sellers they once were and 
other monsters, although popular with the public, didn't inspire toy manufacturers in quite the 
same way. There were a few notable items like Mechanoid toys and the first few books 
based on TV episodes released. but merchandise in general wasn't being produced in any 
great quantity. Patrick Troughton is probably the least merchandised of all the doctors during 
their tenure as the Timelord. There are some nice items from his era such as the Walls Ice 
Cream Cards and Album, the reliable Doctor Who annuals and various appearances on the 
cover of Radio Times and comics of the period, but beyond this there is very little of note. 

The 70's saw a resurgence of Doctor Who merchandising, but never to the extent 
of the 60's Dalek boon. Although Jon Pertwee and Tom Baker were both popular, the tie in 
merchandise was never as big a seller as the 60's Dalek toys had been. The popular trend 
with collectors moved away from toys and towards books. The Target Library began in the 
70's starting their line by reprinting the original 3 fiction books novelised in the 60's. They 
were an instant success and went on to adapt nearly every televised story in the 25 year run. 
Some of the more notable items to be released in the 70's was the Denys Fisher range of 
action figures. Strangely although popular, further planned releases in the range never 
materialised. These toys are notable as although the Daleks had had toy releases before, 
these were the first ever figures of the Doctor and his current companion - Leela; they also 
released the Cyberman and K-9. The other figure in this range was the Giant K-1 Robot, an 
impressive toy. 

The 80's saw the new producer of the TV series John Nathan Turner taking more of 
an interest in merchandise than previous producers. Keen to use merchandising as another 
way to advertise the show he now oversaw all of the licenses associated with the  
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Decades of  Merchandising 

Essay by Aron Challenger 

program and had a greater input than previous producers. The sudden increase in the show’s popularity in the USA and 
the nostalgia associated with the show’s 20th anniversary meant there was a new wave of merchandise. Along with the 
regular annuals and Target adaptations you could now buy Doctor Who Cookbooks and Pattern Books, metal miniatures, 
TARDIS Play tents and factual books on the show’s history. As the 80's drew to a close Dapol picked up the licence for 
Doctor Who action figures and went on to produce a wide range of figures with varying degrees of accuracy. 

As the original television series ended new avenues were opened to expand the brand’s potential. Original fiction 
based on the Doctor’s exploits was commissioned for the first time following on from where the TV series ended. These 
were soon joined by 'missing adventures', new fiction based on the adventures of the Doctor’s past. These were both 
successful series and brought new fans to the Timelord. Audio plays were produced using cast from the TV series and old 
monsters along with a host of new villains. These are still in production today. 

The 90's saw a continuation of the new wave of merchandise that was launched at the end of the 80's. The 
production of a TV movie spawned little tie-in merchandise. A few books, magazines, postcards, posters and a video. 
Although the series wasn't in production there was no end to the number of licensees who wished to use Doctor Who. 
Card sets, pinball machines, model kits, yearbooks, chess sets, and clothing, to name a few items which all materialised 
and were bought by the dedicated collector. During this time home video titles that had began trickling out a decade earlier 
were now being pumped out at a rate that meant the entire series would be nearly completed by the end of the decade. 
'Tomb of the Cyberman' was found and rush released to become the second highest selling title for the year! 

Although the TV series had been off the air since the television movie, merchandising was still going strong into 
the new century. The BBC didn't renew all the old licenses but started production of in-house merchandise. This was 
probably one of the earliest signs of change within the corporation that the brand was increasing in importance. Fans who 
grew up with the series were now employed within the BBC. Unlike the old guard management, they were able to see 
potential in the series and when the series was successfully relaunched it surprised those who had fought to bring it back 
to the screen! In much the same way as in the 60's, merchandisers were waiting in the wings to produce all those niche 
items that we all need.  

Today we are lucky enough (or unlucky depending how you look at it) to be in the middle of the biggest wave of 
merchandising Doctor Who has ever seen. Just about anything you could wish for with the Doctor Who logo on is 
available. From pocket money priced kids toys, books and magazines to high end collectables, and everything in between, 
the current collector is totally catered for - though admittedly not in Australia! Add to that the availability of items due to the 
internet, online shopping, eBay, and the buying and selling of collectables on forums dedicated to Doctor Who the 
contemporary collector has at their fingertips access to a world of Doctor Who collectables that was previously 
unimaginable. And as if that wasn't enough the Doctor Who spin-offs are also all producing their own merchandise. So 
along with Doctor Who we can collect Torchwood, Sarah Jane Adventures, and soon K9 will have his own show, and one 
would imagine, merchandise! 

The scope for collecting Doctor Who is only really limited to the amount of money you have to spend. With Doctor 
Who it is more the vastness of what is available that limits collector’s abilities to complete collections rather than the huge 
prices. As Doctor Who fans we are lucky as most merchandise is still in an obtainable value range. There are high end 
items and vintage collectables, but if you have your heart set on any of these most items are within reach of the average 
collector. It's only when you want everything that funding becomes a problem! 

 Is collecting Doctor Who a good investment? It can be, but I wouldn't 
recommend that you collect Doctor Who for that reason. If you collect something you 
love and it rises in value it can make collecting more fulfilling. If you collect something 
you love and it doesn't appreciate in value it shouldn't make you love it any less. It's 
only when the love of collecting something fades and you are buying items more 
because of habit than for the wanting of the actual item that collecting can be a chore 
and you should slow down. Collect what you love, only buy what you can afford, and 
enjoy what you have! If you decide to sell it down the track only sell it for what you are 
comfortable letting it go for.  
 There are not many television shows that have been popular enough to cause a 
continual stream of merchandise for 45 years. The imagination and concept of the show 
has ensured that the Doctor has passed from a character in a family television show to 
an institution that will now stand in history shoulder to shoulder with other great fictional 
characters such as Sherlock Holmes and Bilbo Baggins. Timeless, endearing, 
discovered by new generations of fans and merchandised. It is a sign of the Doctor’s 
current popularity that the show is so loved by merchandisers. With David Tennant 
about the leave the role and Matt Smith about to take over we hear rumblings from 
various manufacturers about brand 'relaunches'. What take the producers of 
merchandise will have on the next Doctor we probably won't know until early next year. 
But with at least a six month lead in time on most products and the new series going 
into production anytime now, you can be sure that script details and production designs 
are starting to be looked at by companies like Character Options to decide what will be 
the first toys produced from this new era of Doctor Who. So start speculating and start 
saving because the specials and the new series will be here faster than you think! And 
along with it there may just be that perfect item of merchandise clawing at your wallet. 
Ultimately though, although Doctor Who is now marketed at collectors, you don't have 
to be a collector to love Doctor Who! 
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Silence in the DVD Library 
The War Games by Michael Samarin 
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50th Story  Malcolm Hulke- Terrance Dicks  19th April-21st June 1969  

Production Code: ZZ Classic Series: Season 6 Ten x 25 Minute Episodes 

Directed by David Moloney Produced by Derrick Sherwin Script editor: Terrance Dicks 

The Doctor: Patrick Troughton  Jamie McCrimmon: Frazer Hines  Zoe Heriot: Wendy Padbury  

Lt Carstairs: David Savile Yeti: John Levene War Chief: Edward Brayshaw  

Russell: Graeme Weston  Security Chief: James Bree  Moor: David Troughton  

Episode Date Duration and Viewers Episode Date Duration and Viewers 

1: 19th of April 1969 25.00 minutes | 5.5 million 6: 24th of May 1969 22.53 minutes | 4.2 million 

2: 26th of April 1969 25.00 minutes | 6.3 million 7: 31st of May 1969 22.28 minutes | 4.9 million 

3: 3rd of May 1969 24.30 minutes | 5.1 million 8: 7th of June 1969 24.37 minutes | 3.5 million 

4: 10th of May 1969 23.40 minutes | 5.7 million 9: 14th of June 1969 24.34 minutes | 4.1 million 

5: 17th of May 1965 24.30 minutes | 5.1 million 10: 21st of June 1969 24.23 minutes | 5.0 million 

Released February 1990 as a two tape set; re-released 2002 in a box set. 
Released on the 6th of July 2009 (UK) on a three DVD set with extras. 
Commentary: Frazer Hines, Wendy Padbury, Philip Madoc, Graham Weston, 
Terrance Dicks, Jane Sherwin and Derrick Sherwin  

Target Novel: 25th of September 1979  
Written by Malcolm Hulke 70th 
Cover Art by John Geary 
BBC Radiophonic Workshop Vol. 1  

Story Synopsis: The Doctor arrives on a planet where there are soldiers and armies from different wars in earth’s 
 history such as WWI and the American Civil war, The Roman War etc…They have been put there by 
 the ‘Aliens’ who brainwash them and want them to fight each other, to make an invincible army  from 
 the survivors to take over the universe. The Doctor joins forces with the rebel soldiers, who’s 
 conditioning has broke to attempt to stop the  fighting, but the Doctor needs help from the Time 
 Lords to return the soldiers to their own time zones,  but doing this may result his capture after 
 previous crimes including stealing the TARDIS. The Doctor ends up sending the message and 
 attempts to evade capture but unsuccessfully he is caught. The soldiers along with Zoe and Jamie 
 are returned to there time zones, the Time lord’s state that they will only Remember there first 
 adventure and anything after that will have been erased.  The Doctor is put on trial because he broke 
 the rule of ‘non- interference’ and he stole the TARDIS. In his defence shows the Time lords of the 
 evils in the universe (There are Daleks, Cybermen, Quarks, Yeti and Ice-Warriors). The Time lords 
 accept the information and Exile the Doctor to the planet Earth, also the TARDIS can’t work anymore 
 and the Doctor starts to regenerate.  

Acronym 101: The SIDRATs are an acronym of Space and Inter-Dimensional Robot All-purpose Transporter   
Family Ties:  Derrick Sherwin's (Producer) then wife Jane appears in the role of Lady Jennifer Buckingham  
 Patrick Troughton's son appears in a minor speaking role as Private Moor then gets killed. 
 The Doctor’s race is named as the ‘Time Lords’ for the first time 
Reality Check: A real WWI ambulance is used in the location scenes  
  In episode seven the Doctor mentions that he is sending Zoe and Russell back to the 1917 zone, but 
 they arrive in the American Civil War zone. 
 The scientists wear Cardboard glasses in this serial 
 Short clips in Episode Ten were taken from the opening episodes of The Web of Fear, Fury from the 
 Deep and The Wheel in Space. 
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Silence in the DVD Library 
Spearhead from Space by Michael Samarin 
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 51st Story Written by Robert Holmes 3 January- 24th January 1970 

Production Code: AAA Classic Series: Season 7  Four x 25 Minute Episodes 

Directed by David Moloney  Produced by Derrick Sherwin Script editor: Terrance Dicks 

The Doctor: Jon Pertwee Liz Shaw: Caroline John  The Brigadier: Nicholas Courtney 

Dr Henderson: Antony Webb Corporal Forbes: George Lee General Scobie: Hamilton Dyce 

Ransome: Derek Smee Meg Seeley: Betty Bowden  Hibbert: John Woodnutt 

Episode Date broadcast Length of episode Viewing number 

Part One 3rd of January 1970 23:38 minutes  8.4 million 

Part Two 10th of January 1970 24:21 minutes  8.1 million 

Part Three 17th of January 1970 24:16 minutes  8.3 million 

Part Four 24th of January 1970 24:38 minutes 8.1 million 

1986: Omnibus, 1995 Episodic, 2001 DVD, 2007 Re-Packaged DVD Doctor Who and the Auton Invasion  
Target Novel: 17th of January 1974  

Written by Terrance Dicks;6th in range 

Cover Art by Chris Achilleos  

Audio Releases: The Serial is available on I-tunes and an unabridged reading 
of the book was released in June 2008; it was read by Caroline John and had 
the original cover illustration by Chris Achilleos, it was a four CD set. 

Story Synopsis: The TARDIS arrives on earth after the Doctor’s regeneration, in a meteorite shower. The Doctor, 
   who is currently unstable after the regeneration is found by U.N.I.T troops and is taken to the 
   nearest hospital. In The Hospital the Doctor’s unusual anatomy confounds the Doctor’s working 
   there. The Brigadier has to face the mysterious meteorites that have landed and with Ransome, 
   an ex-employee of a plastics factory who clams to have seen an alive and walking mannequin. 
   The meteorites turn out to be hollow polyhedrons containing the Nestene consciousness, an alien 
   intelligence with an affinity to Plastic. The Nestene’s have taken over a toy factory in London by 
   their agent  Channing. They plan to replace key public and government figures with Auton copies, 
   the Doctor Aided by U.N.I.T scientist Liz Shaw thwarts the scheme by making an electro shock 
   device which he believes will disable the Autons. Together the Doctor and Liz go to the Plastics 
   factory to destroy the creature that controls them (an octopus like plastic creature). The Brigadier 
   asks the Doctor for his help and the Doctor agrees as long as he gets facilities to repair the  
   TARIDS and a car like one he stole earlier on in the story and the Doctor also insists that Liz 
   become’s his new assistant. 

Revelations:  This episode is the first time the audience learns that time-lords have two hearts.  
    The Doctor mentions that his name is Doctor John Smith an alias used first in the Wheel in Space 
   The Doctor is credited for the first time as Doctor Who as opposed to Dr Who. 
Film Trivia:  The Spearhead from space was the only serial to be shot on film in the entire 1963-89 series. 

Reality Check: There are some scenes showing real waxworks shot at Madame Tussauds. 
 At the beginning of the second episode the Doctor clutches his head before being shot. 

Next issue:  Paul McGann’s Television Movie 
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 I was interested to see that recently on the Restoration Team forum, before it sadly 
closed, that there was mention of a new documentary that was going to be produced for a 
future release about the tape trading days of bootleg and pirate videos in the 80's and early 
90's. Growing up in during this time the mention of it brought back a flood of memories from 
the period. Australia was one of the pipelines of boot-leg episodes into the UK during the 
80's due to our constant repeats of the classic series, all in glorious PAL.  
 Growing up in the 80's in Australia I was lucky enough to be in the position where I 
was taping all the 'rare' Pertwee and Tom Baker episodes off air and sending them back 
over to the U.K. Being an ex-pat it was incredible to read letters in the early magazines and 
fanzines about how there were no repeats in the U.K. and these classic stories were a 
distant memory. J.N.T's 'Memory Cheats' statement was laughable for Australians. We had 
had Doctor Who on 5 nights a week with short breaks for the cricket for as long as I could 
remember. Some of the incredible reactions in the U.K. to the showing of the '5 Faces' 
season and the 'Monsters' season seemed so over the top it was hilarious.  
 My family had purchased out first video recorder in 1983 on my instigation. I had a 
school play I was appearing in and I point blank refused to appear in it one night as the 
Five Doctors was on. My parents were really frustrated and said they would get my Aunt 
and Uncle to record it as they had a video recorder (not something common yet in 1983) 
which appeased me. But instead of re-watching it at my aunt’s house, my parents ended 
up buying our first recorder. It was a Toshiba Beta machine and my journey into video 
swapping had begun. 
 I had recorded the Five Doctors and kept it as it was special. But I hadn't even 
thought of recording and keeping 'normal' episodes, I could never have afforded it! I did 
record some of Peter Davison's last season, watch them a few times then used the tapes 
again. Around the time that Colin Bakers first season was shown, David Hill (The controller 
of ABC television) had announced that the series would be dropped as the ratings weren't 
very good. My dad, who knew I had a passion for the show allowed me to tape and keep all 
the episodes from this series as we thought that we wouldn't get any more. I was able to fit 
two stories on a L750 tape if I cut out all the credits. (I stopped editing the credits pretty 
quickly though.) But after the Bakers completed their run the series didn't end, the ABC 
showed probably the longest repeat run of episodes they ever had up to that point. The 
Mind Robber and Krotons, then all the Pertwee's and Bakers through to about Invasion of 
Time missing only a couple of episodes. I never reminded my dad that we were only going 
to record the Colin Baker episodes and he kept supplying tapes, so ended up with a 
complete run. I spent '84,'85,'86 putting together an impressive (at the time) collection of 
videos.  
 Some members of the Victorian Club had copies (of copies, of copies) of 'rare' 
Hartnell and Troughton episodes. Tape trading wasn't really openly talked about at club 
meetings for a few reasons. Firstly, and sadly, there was a hierarchy and people with 
harder to get stuff tended to horde it and only swap it for other rare items, and secondly 
once it was known you did have a large collection you were forever getting requests to run 
off episodes and make duds for people. Luckily not everyone in the club was so 
withholding and I did eventually meet people willing to trade thing. Back them is was 
unheard of to have more than one video recorder, so to swap episodes it usually required a 
taping day where you would take the bulky machines round to other peoples’ houses to 
hook together and record. Often the old machines didn't have universal connections of AV 
in and out points so you had to have multiple cords, and sometimes tune one video in 
through the seconds’ aerial to get a picture. The days of M-pegs was a long way off! The 
first episode I got this way was, 'An Unearthly Child', it was amazing to see, but the quality 
was so bad it was what my friends and I called 'gravy' tapes as it looked like you were 
watching the episode through a thick layer of gravy! I kinda didn't mind this as the episode 
was so old I thought that this was the how old dubbed episodes were.  
 It was during this time I saw an ad in the Sun Newspaper asking if anyone in 
Australia was willing to tape episodes that were showing here and swap them for the new 
season from the U.K. As we had by this time bought a VHS recorder I was happy to. So 
from 'Seeds of Doom' on I was taping a second copy of every episode and shipping tapes 
every two weeks back to the U.K. I saw Trial of a Timelord only months after it's U.K. 
debut, rather than waiting the year it usually took for the ABC to screen the new series. As 
the ABC had doubled back to Robot I was now taping two off air copies, one in Beta, one in 
VHS to ship back to the UK. By the time the ABC got to 'Invasion of Time' again I had to 
buy another Video recorder to tape 3 off air copies. ( 2 to ship overseas, and 1 for me as I 
didn't have the episodes they were showing myself!) 
 As Australia was still getting far more episodes than the UK were getting the only 
way that the swapping could be even was if I also got copies of episodes that I didn't have. 
What shocked me was when the first of older episodes I swapped for arrived. It was  
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Terminus, the only Davison story I couldn't remember seeing. It was just as bad as 
Unearthly Child dubs! - and it was in black and white and the top half of the screen drifted 
sideways! I found that the Davison episodes seemed to be the hardest to get decent copies 
off. Mainly because they were shown just before everyone started to tape stuff, and the 
ABC never repeated them so no one here had them either. I wouldn't have bothered 
pursuing the black and white episodes as, although I enjoyed them, the quality was 
headache inducing to sit through. One solution was to watch them on the smallest screen 
possible. I ended up getting them all in the end as my friends in the U.K. had run out of 
other episodes to swap with me, and after the BBC released the Seeds of Death they 
announced that they weren't going to release any other Black and White stories as the 
sales were so poor and no one was interested in them! 
 The worst example of a set of episodes I received being a let down must be 'The 
Web Planet' I had agreed to wait and watch it with a friend as soon as I received it. We 
arranged a video night. We rented Aliens as the first course and then sat down to watch 
the entire Web Planet, starting at about 11 at night. The episodes were in terrible condition! 
Smeared, grainy and very hard to hear as there was such a load hiss. I can honestly say 
the best bits were the opening titles every 25 mins. We watched all 6 episodes and I was 
cured of watching Hartnell episodes till Daleks was officially released! 
 In all my years of recording and trading I had never come across any missing 
material. (Well the colour copy of Ambassadors of Death that was floating round, does that 
count?) The only thing I ever remember being thrown by was when I received a tape with 
episode 1 of Invasion of the Dinosaurs on. This is when the only version shown here was 
the 5 part version with episode 1 missing and all the other episodes re-numbered. As it had 
been newly recovered it wasn't general knowledge it had been found. It was listed as 
missing in Doctor Who - A Celebration and DWM. I still don't actually remember a big 
announcement that it was recovered. For a while I actually thought I had a missing 
episode! Many people during this period claimed to have missing stuff, or knew of people 
who had a friend who said they saw missing stuff, but it was never substantiated. 
  As by now I had multiple video recorders and a near complete archive of episodes I 
now found most of my spare time was taken up dubbing episodes for other fans in 
Australia (the episodes I'd acquired from overseas) and overseas (copies of my off air 
recordings). I look back now and can't believe the amount of time I must have spent 
dubbing tapes. I even was sending tapes to fans in New Zealand. The tapes that I ended 
up dubbing the most were the Pertwee episodes from my original Beta copies. They turned 
out much nicer than VHS to VHS dubs and a lot of the time dubbed copies from my Beta 
tapes turned out nicer than the official releases. 
 I had many strange requests over the years of supplying tapes. One was a fan who 
contacted me through someone I'd copied tapes for in the U.K. who didn't want the 
episodes, but wanted all the continuity announcements at the end of the episodes. We had 
a rather eccentric announcer who obviously thought he had a little 'stand up comedian' in 
him. In the 10 seconds he had to plug the next episode or the following show he would 
often drop in an ad-lib about the episode just shown. On Inferno where he lamented that 
although there was a wide range of merchandise at the ABC shop he didn't think there was 
a 'blue man' (primord). My personal favourite was the end of 'Invisible Enemy' where he 
just exclaimed - 'It's enough to put you off prawns for life!' I dutifully put an almost full tape 
together of just the closing credits! 
 One of the other funny requests also came because of the continuity 
announcements. Later in the ABC run, Doctor Who was followed by a music program 
called Rock Arena. The end of the Doctor Who episode use to plug what the line up for the 
music show was. I had one fan sheepishly ask me if I could actually leave the tapes 
recording and send him Rock Arena, as the show sounded good. Ironically these tapes 
would now be incredibly rare and sought after as every episode of Doctor Who has 
become commercially available, but Rock Arena has some classic live performances and is 
incredibly hard to find episodes outside the handful the ABC have repeated. I wish I'd kept 
Rock Arena. 
 The other thing that shocked me was the insane price the bootleg episodes sold for 
in the U.K. I had never charged money for recording episodes, occasionally I'd be happy to 
swap episodes for merchandise, but it was usually a direct swap, tape for tape. When I had 
the whole series in decent condition, I would only ever charge the price of a blank plus 
postage. I saw an article in DWB once that said a pirate had been busted and charged for 
selling episodes of Doctor Who at swap meets. I asked about this with some of the people I 
traded tapes with and they said that bootlegs would change hands for up to 80 GBPs at 
collectors’ fairs, and some of the tapes I'd sent over had made their way onto the dubbing 
rounds, and copies of some had ended up being sold! Because I was happy to send over 
off air copies they were good sources for dubbing. 
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 I used to fill the ends of the tapes I made with unusual Australian clips. Stuff like 
adds for merchandise available at the ABC shop, letters about Doctor Who read on Back 
Chat (A viewer feedback program) parodies and other odds and ends. I once saw on a list 
of videos for trade someone in the UK had 'a collection of rare clips from Australian 
television' I actually got it out of interest. When it arrived it was a compilation of all the little 
five minute clips I use to fill the end of taped with strung together into a 2 hour program, 
and was about 5 generations down from my originals! 
 Towards the end of the 80's the demand for me to record stuff dropped right off. The 
'prestige' of having a full set of episodes had dulled due to the availability of them and the 
fact that everyone had 2 videos and could dub whatever they liked themselves. The BBC 
range of videos started to be released regularly and there seemed to be the intent that the 
whole series would be released. By the time the series had finished in 1989 I don't think I 
was sending tapes overseas anymore and most of the pen friends I had lost contact with 
me. My Beta machine was dying. It would overheat and stop, so whenever I wanted to 
copy a tape I had to set the fan blowing over the machine to stop it turning off. Other 
interests also meant I couldn't be bothered having taping days. The last episodes that I 
ever had dubbed for me were the 'Ice Warriors' when they were found. As usual the quality 
was ropey. 
 I bought the entire VHS run (what a waste as the quality was worse than my off air 
copies) and still buy the DVD releases monthly. I have been taping or buying Doctor Who 
continuously for over 25 years! I still have all my off air Beta tapes in boxes in the garage 
but I only keep them as there are lots of odds and ends at the end of some episodes that 
I'm sure are unique.  
 Australia missed the whole underground culture of buying and selling tapes that 
seemed to happen in the UK in the mid eighties, but I have fonder memories of a more 
personable era of fandom where people would meet face to face rather than argue in 
forums. When receiving an episode I'd never seen was much more anticipated than the 
instant 'watch it now on YouTube' attitude that seems to be predominant. There was a thrill 
of receiving an episode that was a cut above the normal dubbed quality. I remember 
getting Wheel in Space 3, and Evil of the Daleks 2, because they seemed like second or 
third generation copies and the quality was amazing! Now fans complain if a frame is 
missing from a DVD release! I never had a bad experience being part of the tape copying 
network. People always seemed very appreciative, I made some great friends some who I 
still see today, and I never had a tape lost in the post! 
I'm sure a lot of the tapes that did the rounds in the UK must have been copies from 
Australia as we were the best PAL source for repeats. I have often wondered how many 
people have seen or owned copies of episodes I dubbed. 
 
Next issue will see two articles focusing on ‘niche’ topics written by Richard Noland. 

 

Katy Manning, Barry Letts and Nicholas Courtney recorded a commentary for Terror of the 
Autons in 2001 but no DVD release has been announced yet. 

 

The Mind of Evil may be released some in the next one or two years. BBC Restoration 
Team’s Steve Roberts revealed that they were recolouring the black and white episodes of 
the story with new chroma dot technique. But Episode One has no chroma dots so that will 

be a problem. We’ll see. 
 

The Daemons will most likely be released soon as Katy Manning, Barry Letts and Nicholas 
Courtney have recorded a commentary track for this story 

 

Although 2 entertain has not confirmed it yet, The Time Monster, Underworld and The 
Horns of Nimon will be released together in a box set entitled Myths and Legends 

 
Frontier in Space and Planet of the Daleks will be released in a box set entitled Dalek War 

 
Elizabeth Sladen, Nicholas Courtney, Richard Franklin, John Levene and Terrence Dicks 
recorded a commentary for Planet of the Spiders in 2007 and it is rumoured that it will be 

released later this year or next year 
 

Peter Davison, Mark Strickson, Nicola Bryant and Fiona Cumming recorded a commentary 
for Planet of Fire in July 2008 for a DVD release in late 2009 or early 2010 

DVD Releases in the Noughties - by Liam South 
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Mission to the Unknown 

Meeting Details 

http://www.sfsa.org.au/ 

Tuesday August 18 Local Group: Geelong “A Night with the Geelong Local Group” 7 PM to Late 
Sphinx Hotel, Thompson’s Road, Melways 441 H10 

Saturday August 22 http://cultureshockexpo.com/ “Geordi La Forge: Levar Burton” - DWCV Members $75 
Discounted rate for pre-book tickets only. 

Saturday August 29 AGM and Elections “Monsters of the New Series” - 12 to 5 PM 
Northcote Town Hall, High Street, Northcote, Melways 30 E9 

Saturday September 12 Historical Adventure “Fires of Pompeii” - Meet outside front entrance - 11 AM 
Melbourne Museum, Rathdowne Street, Melways 2B H/J 10 

Sunday September 20 Robot’s Picnic: VI “Today’s the day the robot’s have their picnic” 
Cherry Lake, Miller’s Road, Altona, Melways 54 K9 

Sunday September 27 Quarries Rock! “Quarries We have Known and Loved” - 12 to 5 PM 
Northcote Town Hall, High Street, Northcote, Melways 30 E9 

Weekend October 17/18 http://cultureshockexpo.com/ “Celebrities, animators, comic creators, wrestling, & music” 
Melbourne Exhibition Centre - Melways 1C G5 

Saturday October 31 Halloween Horrors Guide Hall, 33 Myers Street, Geelong - Melways 401 F6 
Fear and Loathing in the Hub - 12 to 5 PM 

Sunday November 22 46th Anniversary Lunch “All you can eat? I take that as a challenge!” - 11:30 to 2:30 
1091 Plenty Road, Bundoora, Melways 19 G3 

Saturday December 19 Pre-Christmas Special “Monsters of the New Series” - 12 to 5 PM 
Northcote Town Hall, High Street, Northcote, Melways 30 E9 

President 
Ian A. Chapman 

president@dwcv.org.au 
0430 070 575 

 
Treasurer 

Kerry Hughes 
treasurer@dwcv.org.au 

0438 099617 

Vice President 
Craig Hill 

president@dwcv.org.au 
0412 877 120 

 
Secretary 
David Ross 

secretary@dwcv.org.au 
0422 021 547 

General Committee 
Contested Position 

Editor: Michael Young 
Web: Andrew Saunders 

A/V Supplier: Colin Russel 
Liaison: Jason Grasso 

 
Sonic Editor 

Michael Young  

Sonic Archives 
Please contact us if you 

are interested in scanning 
Greg King’s archives. 

 
www.dwcv.org.au 
David Rochwerger 

webmaster@dwcv.org.au 
Bye Bye Duggan 
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