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 Sonic Screwdriver, incorporated 1981: A0050412P, is an official 
not for profit fanzine and an amateur production by the Doctor Who 
Club of Victoria.  It is not published for profit or monetary gain.  All 
enquiries should be addressed to the club.  Opinions, views and 
articles expressed herein do not necessarily reflect those of the 

club, its committee and/or members.  All attempts have been made 
to not supersede the copyright of others.  All copyrights not 

otherwise listed are unintentional.   
Please notify the editor immediately if you see your material is 

uncredited and we will credit it in a future edition.   
All material is copyright ©2012 Doctor Who Club of Victoria. 

All Doctor Who related articles, insignia and pictures are copyright 
©2012 BBC Enterprises.   

Doctor Who Magazine © 2012 BBC Enterprises.   
All Australian Broadcasting Corporation related articles, insignia, 
etc. are copyright ©2012 Australian Broadcasting Corporation. 

Doctor Who Club of Victoria related articles, insignia and pictures 
are the property of the club ©2012.   

Sonic Screwdriver logo copyright  ©2012 by Michael Young.    
All Submissions copyright ©2012 to their respective authors.   

All submissions marked to their respective authors.   
All other copyrights are as listed within the articles.  

Want to Help 

Anyone interested in 
assisting the club in any 
manner, however small, 

please contact us. 
 

We always need content for 
Sonic, so please submit 

anything you create. Help at 
meetings is also needed, so 

please come forward. 

Membership InformationMembership Information  
Are you due to renew? 

 

Committee 
 

Discount Cards Accepted at the Following Stores Sonically Stylised - Volume 4.4 - Issue #185 

CARD MANIA/POPCULTCHA 
111 Ryrie Street, Geelong, 3220  

5229-1992 
 

They are especially good for the 12" radio-controlled 
Daleks, and often have ‘not quite right’ models at a 

fraction of the price, if you're prepared to have a fault 
that is usually simple and repairable.  They have 

offered us a generous 15% on all full-price stock for 
your FIRST purchase then 10% ongoing, and have 

given us an online code DRWHOCLUB. 
Website is www.popcultcha.com 

 
MUSIC PLAY GAMES/DVDs 

 50 Bourke Street,  Melbourne 
 9650-0652 

 

They stock an interesting range of all the obscure 
DVDs and boxed sets we like – new and used – that 
are harder to get elsewhere.  They have offered us 
5% off their already favourable prices (floor stock 

only).  Show your membership card to Rex... 

Gifts for the Geek 
123 Little Malop Street, Geelong, 3220 

 5229-3630 
 

10% discount for members on production of 
membership card, or if ordering online, quote 

WHOWHO.  For further details, e-mail 
sales@giftsforthegeek.com.au 

You can even subscribe to an e-mail newsletter  
which provides details of upcoming sales, specials 
and other opportunities.  Look up their website at 

www.giftsforthegeek.com.au. 

 
Minotaur: The Pop Culture Megastore 

121 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne, 3000  
9670-5414 

 

Our long-serving sponsor who offer 5% to 10% 
discounts on a range of Doctor Who merchandise.  
In addition to the obvious, they also stock a huge 

range of other sci-fi, fantasy, manga, anime, books, 
comics and figurines.   www.minotaur.com.au 

Traditional - $20 
 

 
Four A4 Black and White 
issues of Sonic Magazine 

 
One Discount Card 

 
$5 Entry into Meetings 

 

Family - $30 
 

 
Four A4 Black and White 
issues of Sonic Magazine 

 
Multiple Discount Cards 

 
$5 Entry into Meetings 

 

Silver - $50 
 

 
Four A5 Full Colour 

issues of Sonic Magazine 
 

Multiple Discount Cards 
 

$5 Entry into Meetings 
and 1 free meeting entry 

 

Gold - $80 
 

 
Four A4 Full Colour 

issues of Sonic Magazine 
 

Multiple Discount Cards 
 

$5 Entry into Meetings 
and 2 free meeting entry 

Proudly printed by 
Digital Print Centre 

at Deakin Uni Geelong 
http://www.deakin.edu.au/logistics/print/ 

You can join in multiple ways, the simplest will 
always be in person at a meeting – otherwise you 
can send a letter with a cheque/money order to: 

 PO Box 492, ROSANNA  Victoria  3084  
with your postal details on it. 

 

If you are one of those computer types, we also 
accept PayPal payments through the 

www.paypal.com.au site sending the funds to:  

 

Please send your membership details to both that 
address and secretary@dwcv.org.au to speed up 
your membership processing.  Now do remember to 

send your details as half the people who pay via 
PayPal do not and tracking them down can be 

harder than just an email.   
If you are unsure about joining the club or would just 

like a promotional pack, please contact 
secretary@dwcv.org.au and we will send one out 

promptly. Please don’t hesitate to ask any questions. 

How to Join the Doctor Who Club of Victoria 

treasurer@dwcv.org.au 

Upcoming Meetings: (Check www.dwcv.org.au for any last minute changes!) 

President 
David Ross 

0431 531 806 
president@dwcv.org.au 

 

Vice President 
Colin Russell 

v-president@dwcv.org.au 
 

Treasurer 
Richard Nolan  

treasurer@dwcv.org.au 
 

Secretary 
Miriam Eisfelder 

secretary@dwcv.org.au 
 

Media Contact 
Michael Young 

media@dwcv.org.au 
 

Sonic Editor 
Michael Young 

 

Proof Readers 185 
Richard Nolan 
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Here’s what you will find inside this Issue of Sonic Screwdriver:   

Next Issue 

Contents and StuffContents and Stuff  
Take a look inside 

How to Join the Doctor Who Club of Victoria 

 

Come to a Meeting of the Doctor Who Club of Victoria! 

 

sonicscrewdriver@dwcv.org.au 

 

Upcoming Meetings: (Check www.dwcv.org.au for any last minute changes!) 

 

Cover photo credit unknown 
 

You are here 
 

Editor and President’s Bits 
 

DVD Reviews 
 

Classic Series Reviews 
 

Other stuff 
 

River Song’s Final Photo Diary 

 

Cover 
 

Pages 2 & 3 
 

Page 4 
 

Pages 6 - 7 
 

Page 8 - 9 
 

Page 10 - 11 
 

Page 12 

Sonic is created under the inspiration of 
ROXETTE’s World Tour 2012 ... Seven 

years ago, Marie was given a 5% chance 
of living ... now she is touring the world! 

Anything is possible if you believe! 

Saturday, March  17
th

  
2pm-7pm  

Vision Church of Christ Hall Cnr. Riversdale Rd & Aird St, 
Camberwell 

April 13-15th  Supanova  
Book at  

www.supanova.com.au/tickets/ 

The Melbourne Showgrounds  
Epsom Road, Ascot Vale  

Tuesday, April 24th  An evening with  
John Levene  

Book at  

www.firstcontactconventions.com.au 

First Contact Conventions 
Rydges Melbourne 

186 Exhibition St, Melbourne 

May 26th  Northcote Town Hall 
High Street, Northcote 

Content decided by committee 

July 21st  
Annual General Meeting 

Northcote Town Hall 
High Street, Northcote 

 

More information coming soon! 

First Saturday 
Each Month 

 
1pm to 5pm 

Northcote Town Hall, 
High Street, Northcote 

www.austrek.org 

Second Saturday 
Feb, April, June, Aug 

Oct, Dec  
 

Whitley College 
50 The Avenue, Parkville Mel 

Ref: 43 F1 

Last Friday 
Every Month 

 

6:30 @ Grandma Funks 
256 Swan Street 

 

8:30 @ Richmond Library 
415 Church Street 

THE YEAR: 2012.  
THE PLANET: EARTH. 

Have you ever 
wanted to be a 

journalist? 
 

2012 is an eventful year 
for Planet Earth in the 

Doctor Who universe, so, 
to reflect this, the next 

issue of Sonic 
Screwdriver will be a 
special newspaper 

edition. For issue #186 
we're looking for articles 

written from an in-
universe perspective, 

including exposés, letters 
to the editor, comic strips, 
classified ads or even a 
crossword. Do you have 
an article? Send it to us 
today! (Or yesterday, if 
you're reading this from 

aboard the TARDIS. And 
if you are, we really, 

really want to hear from 
you; you could make 

headlines!) 

Comic 2.1 

The Brand Spanking New 
Facebook Page 

 
 
 
 
 

Available Here: 
http://www.facebook.com/?

ref=logo#!/pages/The-Doctor
-Who-Club-Of-

Victoria/221093847901294 
 

Or just Search 
‘Doctor Who Club Of 

Victoria’ 
and like our Page! 
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March 2012:     Yes, I am still here ... I keep trying to retire, but they keep talking me into staying ...    
As a result, we are working on a new design of Sonic for the next issue ... making it more of a team effort for each issue which 
is the only way it can be done now ... and that means that we need more regular and one-off contributions from members.   
The first example of this will be Issue #186 of Sonic which will be a Special Newspaper Style Edition with a specific theme of:     

“THE YEAR: 2012. THE PLANET: EARTH...  Have you ever wanted to be a journalist?  Articles written from an in-
universe perspective...”  For the full concept see the right hand column on page 3! 
 

Between now and then, we have a COMPETITION!!!    
If you sign up someone to DWCV before 30 April 2012 you will be in the draw to win one of 
three great prizes!   (See the postcard included with this issue of Sonic)  To find out what the 
prizes are you need to go to the main page of our website  www.dwcv.org.au/home/  which has 
been recently updated!  (There are more changes to come to the website, keep checking back 
there!)  Remember to make it clear on the email/postcard that you referred the new members 
to us!!!!    So sign them up, and good luck!    

  Until we meet in the 2012 in-universe ... Keep contributing! 

Editorial & President’s ReportEditorial & President’s Report  
I Keep Trying To Retire ... They Won’t Let Me! 

I would like to thank everyone who notices any spelling 
error, grammatical faux pas, or graphical misalignment and 
ask them to seriously consider if you should offer to take on 
the monster task of compiling, designing, editing, and indeed 

writing this magazine yourself. Even just producing articles 
we most appreciate so please help us in any manner which 
you can & submit to our will, or at least to Sonic! 

sonicscrewdriver@dwcv.org.au 

     Michael Young  |   Editor  |  Designer  |  Creative Supervisor       

   Symphonic Who 
I guess I’ll start by talking about the awesome Doctor Who Melbourne Symphony Orchestra concert.  I really enjoyed it, 

although the music chosen was predominantly from Series 5 and 6, which was a bit disappointing.  I also find the Series 5 
Dalek theme inferior to the musical stings used in their previous appearances.  However the arrival of well known monsters 

accompanied by the relevant pieces of music was awesome and brilliantly staged.  The Daleks are surprisingly tall in their new 
form which definitely gives them more presence in real life than they appear on TV.  Mark Sheppard was everything you'd 

want from a decent host - engaging, smart and funny.  Although I think it’ll probably the only time something like this would be 
staged here, it was definitely worth it.  

 

Who’s almost 50? 
As the 50th year of our favourite show approaches, there have been a ridiculous amount of rumours appearing concerning a 

multi-Doctor story.  Wonderful and all as this might be on one level, I feel a group story is unlikely, as it risks alienating a potion 
of the audience.  I am thinking the most likely scenario would either be a Two Doctors-esque story or something that adds to 

the series'  mythology like The Doctor's Wife.   My left field suggestion would be a Dreamland-style animated adventure 
featuring multiple Doctors - this has the benefit of allowing the past Doctors to provide voices without the need for  any 

ridiculous 'McGuffin' to explain their aged appearance.  I am sure however the BBC chooses to make the occasion will be 
worth the wait - and Steven Moffat is defiantly the man we want controlling it! 

 

A Movie 
Anyone who was a major fan in the nineties will tell you one thing - it ain’t going to happen. 

 

The Future of Torchwood 
To be honest, I think everyone including most critics would agree The Children of Earth was a rare strike of 

lightning.  As Miracle Day showed, padding can be boring...who knew?  Hopefully Series 5 will revert back to the style of the 
earlier seasons and include some actual aliens... It’s not really Torchwood without them!  (Also, shouldn’t Cardiff now be alien 

central since Torchwood are practically gone?  The Rift still must still be running?) 
 

 

A Little Vent... 
Most long-term fans will probably agree with me when I say the modern redesigned Silurian are very ordinary (particularly their 
first appearance.)  I guess the thing that bothers me most is the lack of a third eye, which easily could have been incorporated 
into the prosthetics without losing the human features.  (One thing that is always bothered me about Doctor Who is that nearly 
everyone is humanoid.  The Big Finish audio Zagreus attempted to explain this as Rassilon being a bit of a douche.   But the 
monsters always looked alien enough and from a story perspective it does reduce the importance of a truce between the two 

species.  If they’re still human looking, it shouldn’t be the big issue that the episode makes it out to be. Especially 
considering all the African American rights issues of the last century. It makes us humans look more primitive 

than we should be. 
 

And Finally 
Tuesday, 24th of April is the Evening with John Levene, run by our friend Scott Liston at First 

Contact Conventions.  Tickets available now - adults $55 dollars each.  Contact Scott Liston on  
0439 444 901 or email info@firstcontactconventions.com.au  Have a great one everybody!   

     David Ross  |   DWCV President 2012  |  Longtime Member  |   

 

Editorial 
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Pages 6 - 7 
 

Pages 8 - 9 
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Page 12 

DVD Reviews 
 

Classic Series Reviews and  
Christmas Party Reviewed 

 

Event Reviews 
 

News 
 

River Song’s Photo Diary 
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DVD  

Review 

THE UNIT BOX SETTHE UNIT BOX SET  

Invasion of the DinosaursInvasion of the Dinosaurs  
 
I will happily say that this story would 
comfortably fit on any list I made of my top 
twenty Dr Who stories, and is certainly one 
of the best of the Pertwee era. To my mind 
it actually sums up the best of the Letts/
Dicks tenure on the show – thoughtful 
scripts, multi-layered plots, and three-
dimensional characters. 
 

Of course, it will always be known as “the 
one with the puppet dinosaurs”, and sure, 
they’re pretty weak. Although I would 
contend not universally awful. The problem 
with most of the dinosaurs depicted is not 
how they look, but how they move. 
Therefore models such as the Stegosaurus 
and Triceratops – that are only required to 
stand around whilst the Doctor chats about 
them – serve their function well enough. 
The Brontosaurus isn’t too bad either, and 
fortunately the Pterodactyl is basically kept 
in the shadows (and I appreciate that in 
real life such an animal couldn’t fly and 
hover around a warehouse). The real 
problem is the Tyrannosaurus Rex, the 
menace of which is completely undercut by 
the fact it clearly can’t move anywhere, and 
is reduced to standing awkwardly, being 
shot at whilst roaring a lot.  That being 

said, the scenes where it has Sarah Jane 
trapped in the hangar are actually rather 
frightening (and were terrifying as a kid), 
and the shot of it breaking through the wall 
of the hanger isn’t too bad. 
 

But in the end, the story is not about the 
dinosaurs. They’re just a tool being used, 
and a way to have a quick cliffhanger when 
required. 
 

The story is about a group of 
environmental fanatics that have become 
so disillusioned with the ‘progress’ of 
society that they essentially decide to 
euthanize the world, and start again. It’s a 
chilling prospect, but one that strikes a 
chord. Grover is clearly mad, but so 
subtlety and gently played that he attracts 
sympathy. His dialogue – like much of the 
story – is thought provoking, and even the 
Doctor at the end says that be both 
understands, and in some ways 
sympathises, with the intent of the ‘bad 
guys’. This level of sympathetic writing was 
a trademark of Malcolm Hulke, and one 
that stands the test of time. 
 

That regular character Mike Yates is also 
won over by Operation Golden Age proves 
how alluring the idea is, and it’s hard to 
appreciate now just what an amazing plot 
twist it would have been at the time to have 
Yates betray UNIT. 
 

Pertwee is at his best here – in a season 
where his performances could vary, in 
Dinosaurs he’s thoughtful and subtle. 
Sarah Jane (in only her 
second story) is intelligent 
(she works out what’s going 
on long before anyone 
else), determined and 
independent. Giving Sarah 
her own plot strand on the 
“space ship” works 
wonders, and helps 
naturally fill out the five 
episodes (and contrary to 
some reviews of the story, 
the fact that she couldn’t 
possibly have been on the 
ship for three months is 
designed to heighten the 
mystery – as demonstrated 
by Sarah finding the bruise 

and realising herself that things don’t add 
up - and isn’t in my opinion a blooper at 
all). 
 
UNIT is treated well in this story – the 
Brigadier is seen at his best, trying to 
balance the orders of his superiors with a 
desire to solve the problem, and there’s no 
sign of the “buffoon” that some people tell 
you is present in season 11. Benton gets 
some of the best lines, and his absolute 
faith in the Doctor is clear. 
 

The final scene really displays what was 
great about television in this era – the time 
to reflect on events, and for the characters 
to show how they’ve grown. The Doctor 
himself is clearly unhappy with the 
resolution, and his message at the end 
about greed being “the real pollution” 
remains poignant and pertinent. 
 

A Malcolm Hulke script of thought and 
character, Invasion of the Dinosaurs is up 
there with Silurians, Inferno and The Green 
Death as some of the best the Pertwee era 
– and Doctor Who in general – has to offer. 
 

DVD – the DVD comes with the usual 
package of take it or leave it extras, but 
praise is earned for the clean up job on 
episode 1. Long a favourite of the fan 
bootleg market (I recall sitting through a 
barely watchable multi-generation video 
dub back in the day) the images and sound 
presented here are excellent, and 
commend this box set as something worth 
buying just for this. 

Reviewed by RICHARD NOLAN and DAVID KITCHEN 

For me, this DVD was the first time that I ever viewed Invasion Of The Dinosaurs ... In 
general, I find most of the older episodes pre Tom Baker really hard to enjoy but that was 

not the case with this one ...  apart from the terribly silly puppets!                  MY 

This summer saw the release of the UNIT Box Set on DVD – a theme that very tenuously links 
two stories, neither of which are from the “golden age” of the UNIT family. General fan wisdom 

suggests that Invasion of the Dinosaurs is an embarrassing clunker, whilst The Android Invasion 
is a well loved piece from the Hinchcliffe years.  Indeed, Androids regularly betters Dinosaurs in  

the DWM fan polls.  David Kitchen and Richard Nolan disagree  
however, and in this review explain why…. 
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THE UNIT BOX SETTHE UNIT BOX SET  

DVD  

Review 

Reviewed by RICHARD NOLAN and DAVID KITCHEN 

 

The Android InvasionThe Android Invasion  
 

From the sublime to the ridiculous...  No, 
not quite – in either case. 

Android Invasion has a fair bit to commend 
it; an interesting setup, great Doctor and 
companion relationship and some nice little 
touches, plus the ever-watchable Milton 
Johns.  However, the Kraals are a fairly 
generic alien species, the inclusion of our 
UNIT friends is wasted and whole sections 
of the plot just don't really work. 
 

It all starts promisingly enough – the UNIT 
soldier stumbling and twitching his way 
through the trees grabs the attention and 
his plunge over the cliff is suitably 
unsettling.  The unease increases with the 
strange white figures with their finger guns, 
the mystery of the seemingly deserted 
village and the newly-minted coins, the 
arrival of the villagers on the back of a 
truck and their sudden animation into 
“normal” activity (although calling the story 
The Android Invasion does spoil it 
somewhat!)  Tom and Elisabeth Sladen are 
in great form here and are a wonderful 
pairing. 
 

Unfortunately, we then meet the bad guys 
and the story starts to slide.  It has been 
noted that the fake village reflects the Cold 
War-era fears of Eastern Bloc training 
grounds; perfect recreations of UK/US 
towns and cities for training sleeper agents 
– and the early scenes in the village are 
quite effective (and the ginger beer is 
clearly real enough!); however the android 
training facility is not really expanded upon 
and can be viewed as largely irrelevant to 
the Kraal's plan as it unfolds.  The village 
and androids (and indeed, much of episode 
4) seems to support the idea of the Kraals 
wanting to take control of the space centre 
and environs; then either call in the military 
or release their virus.  However if they can 
(as indicated) conquer Earth by force, why 
do they need to infiltrate Devesham?  Or, if 
the strength of their military is overstated, 
how does taking over one small English 
village allow them to distribute a virus 
across the world to destroy the human race 
in 3 weeks? 
 

And if the Kraals have the ability to 
fabricate a super-virus, drain someone's 
memories to a database and then use 
them to create a replica village complete 
with android copies of the populace good 

enough to fool people on close physical 
inspection; as well as 'space-time warp' a 
ship between worlds, why do they need to 
go to these lengths to take over Earth 
anyway?  Surely there's somewhere else 
they could go involving less effort?  Then 
again, tactics clearly aren't Styggron's 
strong point – he ties the Doctor up and 
leaves him to die; then does it again not 10 
minutes later.  (And why blow up the fake 
village anyway?)  He decides to test his 
virus on Sarah, but then leaves for Earth 
before making any effort to see how that 
turned out.  He's also created androids that 
can't identify each other, which would 
seem to make any invasion unnecessarily 
difficult. 
 

The Kraals themselves aren't that 
impressive as aliens and thus aren't 
particularly memorable.  The masks look at 
least passable, but have very limited 
expression and movement and as noted in 
the documentary on the DVD, the actors 
are reduced to a muffled roar when 
delivering lines. 
 

The androids are set up as one of the main 
elements of the story, but appear 
superfluous as things progress.  Doubles 
have a long history in Doctor Who, but 
unlike other instances where the actions of 
the doppelgangers increase the tension or 
provide a threat to our heroes, we never 
see the android copies doing any serious 
infiltrating or replacing of their real 
counterparts, which is ultimately a bit of a 
waste.  (The exception is obviously the end 
of Part 2, but even here the Doctor works 
out quite quickly that “robot Sarah” isn't the 
real thing.  We see the fake Sarah again 
when her capsule lands, but she and the 
robot Doctor then seem to part company, 
as she/it doesn't appear again.) 
 

Android Invasion is also noted as the 
farewell to the UNIT era, but does nothing 
to add to the memory.  Benton and Harry 
are the only familiar faces, but neither of 
them have more than a couple of lines with 
the Doctor or Sarah – or really anything 
meaningful to do.  It's probably a blessing 
Nicholas Courtney doesn't appear; his 
replacement Colonel Faraday is every bit 
the pompous military fool the Brigadier is 
accused of having become.  UNIT's clearly 
become quite sloppy under his command – 
Devesham is home to a space defence 
station (albeit most likely one with a 
tracking emphasis), yet no one appears 

concerned by the 
meteorites, despite 
noting they won't burn 
up in the atmosphere, are slowing down 
and will land nearby.  Styggron's virus also 
raises little panic; even when the container 
is shattered, the virus is released and it 
appears to kill Styggron in a matter of 
seconds (although he's still alive when the 
camera cuts away from him) – given 
Nation's own Survivors starts with a broken 
laboratory container and was written 
around the same time, perhaps surprising 
the release of the virus is not even noted.  
Then again, the Doctor and Sarah don't 
seem to care either and appear to just take 
off as soon as they see Styggron's dead, 
leaving UNIT to clean up. 
 

In all, something of a mess – and I haven't 
even mentioned the eyepatch!  The 
TARDIS gains a one-story ability; and a 
ridiculous one at that, with the potential to 
leave the crew stranded. 
Flawed gem seems too generous, total 
drivel too harsh.  Watch, but don't look to 
closely at the storyline.  In fairness, the 
issues are likely less obvious if the story's 
watched just once over at least a few days 
(as was intended), but even viewers at the 
time picked up on the Doctor's double 
being reactivated minutes after the radar 
dish is used to deactivate all the androids.  
(The accompanying documentary states 
there was a scripted scene explaining this, 
but it was dropped for time.) 
Anyway, not the worst Tom Baker outing, 
but definitely not one of the better ones and 
certainly the weakest story of Season 13. 
 

The DVD has the obligatory 'making of', 
which is interesting if not particularly great  
but there is also a very nice documentary 
looking at Phillip Hinchcliffe's career.  The 
commentary is good, but the absence of 
the main cast is a bit disappointing. 

      N      E       W 
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The RescueThe Rescue  
 

“You wiped out an entire civilisation just 
to save your own skin. You're insane!” 

 

It’s easy to understand why this Hartnell 
two-parter is forgotten. It comes after 
possible THE best Dalek story of all, the 
epic Dalek Invasion of Earth, and before 
the memorable comedic turn of The 
Romans. For many people it’s just 
dismissed as “the filler one that 
introduces Vicki”, but I’d suggest there’s 
a lot more to it than that. 
 

Now I confess from the start I’m a fan of 
the Hartnell era. I love the age of 
television were stories were carried 
solely on the dialogue, rather than the 
visuals. And in many ways The Rescue 
is a wonderful example of this – a very 
well written, hour-long character play. 
That is comes from the pen of David 
Whitaker is no surprise – in many ways 
to the 1960s what Robert Holmes was to 
the 1970s, Whitaker was a brilliant writer 
of dialogue, and of character. 
 

The opening scene very nicely sets up 
the scenario, and does so with sublime 
simplicity. A couple of human survivors 
are trapped, desperately waiting for 
rescue. No great dramatics, no chunky 
exposition – just the emotions of a 
teenage girl trapped on a strange planet, 
with her weary protector. 
 

And then we cut to the TARDIS, and a 
scene brimming with emotion. The 
interplay between the Doctor, Barbara 
and Ian can make you laugh with it’s 
underplayed humour, but also delivers a 
moment of poignancy when you 
appreciate just how much the Doctor 
misses Susan. Indeed, all the regulars 
take time to reflect upon this change in 
TARDIS crew, something often 
neglected in the series’ future. Hartnell 
quickly shows this is going to be one of 

his best performances, moving from 
perfect comedic timing to a dignified 
sorrow. 
 

Whilst The Rescue isn’t renowned for its 
visuals, there are some wonderful 
moments. The glimpse of the crashed 
spacecraft from the cliff top is actually 
very nicely done, and some of the later 
scenes in the Halls of Justice give an 
impression of space rarely found in the 
early stories. 
 

But it’s the characters that make this 
story a classic. When Barbara 
encounters Vicki, Maureen O’Brien 
proves with her performance that she 
really is one of the most underrated of 
companions. Without ever making us 
wince, she conveys her utter 
desperation and fear at being trapped 
on Dido, matched by a genuine sense of 
teenage defiance and hope. Her 
performances only improve in the 
second part when she has Hartnell to 
act off, and the two quickly develop a 
close bond, and there moments together 
are touching. In particular the scene 
were the Doctor comforts Vicki after 
Barbara mistakenly murders her pet 
“Sandy” are delightful to watch, and 
lifted even further by William Russell’s 
portrayal of Ian realising he and Barbara 
need to give the others space. 
 

As for the plot, it’s simple, but effective. 
Yes, Bennett’s plan isn’t the most 
detailed or elaborate, but it’s designed to 
fool a young girl that’s just been 
orphaned on a deserted planet – when 
you consider that, it really is perfectly 
pitched, with Bennett setting himself up 
as her loyal defender and protector, 
against Koquillion – again, intentionally 
designed only to feed the fear of a 
frightened child. The script doesn’t 
pretend that it’s anything more, and 
within minutes the Doctor has not only 

seen through the plan, but worked out 
what’s really going on. 
 

This leads to the final confrontation, and 
here Hartnell really does shine. The 
Doctor’s speech is a wonderful balance 
of pride at having so easily solved the 
mystery, and absolute disgust at the 
murderous actions of Bennett. As 
Bennett, Ray Barratt also plays it nicely, 
giving a powerful performance without 
ever quite going over the top. And then 
there’s the priceless moment, where the 
Doctor suddenly realises that whilst he’s 
won the game and solved the mystery, 
he’s now trapped alone with a murdering 
psychopath! 
 

The Rescue isn’t a big piece of Doctor 
Who, and it isn’t flashy. But it is a 
wonderful example of the Hartnell era at 
its best – well acted, character driven 
drama, on a strange and alien world.  
Great dialogue, great performances – 
especially from the regulars. What more 
do we want in a classic? 

CLASSIC DOCTOR WHOCLASSIC DOCTOR WHO  
By DAVID KITCHEN 

DVD  

Reviews 

Even in this modern time of DVDs, internet forums and amazingly well researched reference 
books, Doctor Who fans can’t escape the grip of “Accepted Fan Wisdom”. Sure, we some-

times fight against it, but it’s still there. It’s what tells us that Caves of Androzani is a classic, 
and Horns of Nimon is a dud. It’s what tells us that JNT stayed too long, and Attack of the 

Cybermen was weighed down by overuse of continuity. Oftentimes this wisdom has its basis in reality, 
but sometimes it doesn’t. And sometimes, it ignores stories completely.  Stories that just aren’t talked 

about, and aren’t in the collective psyche as good or bad. 
 

Over the course of 2012, I want to look at eight stories that fandom forgot, and nominate them for the 
rank of “Forgotten Classic”. This isn’t about me trying to defend a story dismissed as woeful – that 
would be a very different series of articles. But about shining light on an often-neglected gem, and 

hopefully sparking some discussion! 

CHRISTMAS WINNERS:  Congratulations to the winners of our movie passes and our 3 door 
prize winners ... Leanne Jurgens, Phil Nicolls and Kristen Kilgour.  
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The Macra TerrorThe Macra Terror  
 

“Have fun while you can before they 
crawl all over you!” 

 

Invariably totally lost stories from the 
60s fall in to one of two categories – 
“instant classic” like Power of the 
Daleks or Fury from the Deep -  or 
“forgotten” like The Myth Makers or The 
Highlanders. (This often results in 
consternation when stories like Tomb of 
the Cybermen are found, and actually 
fall somewhere in the middle). 
 

The Macra Terror certainly fits into the 
“forgotten” grouping – rarely spoken 
about, little known about. Forever just 
“the one with the crabs”. But between 
the audio release and the novelisation, 
and the few “censor clips” that the 
DWCV’s own Rod Scott tracked down, 
there’s enough evidence to suggest this 
was a very good story indeed. 
 

To my mind what really makes the story 
is the atmosphere… the tension. For 
nearly the whole duration it convinces 
you that there’s something, 
somewhere… in the dark… round the 
corner… just out of sight. The 
soundtrack conveys this sense with a 
minimalist musical score, and genuine 
terror in the performances of the actors. 
The Macra don’t have to be seen to be 
scary – the suggestion of their presence 
is enough. And as a result, I find them 
more effective than almost every other 
monster from this era of the program – 
perhaps only the Yeti from Web of Fear 
are as spooky. 
 

But this story isn’t really a monster story 
at all – it’s a story about control. It’s all 
about the idea of those in authority are 
brainwashing the citizenry to evil 
purposes, and that the surface 
happiness of the colony hides 
something dirty. When Ben is brought 
under the influence of this mind control, 
the insidiousness of it is brought home. 
Michael Craze’s performance here 

deserves praise; rather than opting for 
the clichéd “controlled” acting or 
“zombie” acting, he gives a performance 
only very slightly changed from usual, 
making his new “beliefs” all the more 
chilling. 
 

The idea of control is taken a step 
further as the story evolves. First, we 
get a taste of what happens in this 
supposedly happy colony to those that 
don’t conform. Then as the Doctor and 
his companions look further, it becomes 
clear that those in authority are 
themselves not in control. Finally, we 
discover that it’s the Macra themselves 
who are in control, as they go from 
monster in the shadows, to something 
more sinister. 
 

Throughout this all, Patrick Troughton 
breezes through. Whilst many will prefer 
other actors’ interpretation of The 
Doctor, I don’t think there’s any doubt 
that Troughton was the best actor to 
ever play the role. And in these very 
early stories, he’s in complete control. 
Whilst many would say that the first part 
of episode one is played simply for 
laughs, Troughton adds more depth to 
it. Its clear the Doctor isn’t comfortable 
with what he sees around him, and 
doesn’t allow himself to trust what’s 
going on around him. But he does trust 
Medok – the “rebel” – and this leads him 
to investigate further. 
 

From here the plot unfolds over four 
episodes is a very pacey manner, 
especially when compared to many 
other 60s era stories. Mystery and 

discover are 
mixed with 
regular beats 
of action and 
drama, 
making The 
Macra Terror 
a very 
balanced 
story, in the 
way that a 
classic like 
Caves of 
Androzani is. 
 

And in the 
end, there’s 
something 
creative and 
effective 
about the 
Macra themselves - a race of giant 
crabs that aren’t especially interested in 
terror or conquest like your typical Who 
monster, but are simply parasites, using 
mankind to keep them fed… and all 
under the cover of the perfect colony. 
 

There are of course some delightful 
comic moments as well - I can only 
imagine what Jamie doing the highland 
fling in episode four would have been 
like! 
 

But mostly it’s an atmospheric drama. 
And as such, this story is probably the 
template for some of the best of the 
Troughton era. Whilst The Moonbase 
gave us the “monster attacks a base” 
formula that lead to some OK stories, 
the tone of The Macra Terror is one 
found again in the best of the next three 
years – Evil of the Daleks, Web of Fear, 
and especially Fury From the Deep all 
take their style much more from Macra 
Terror than they do from Moonbase. 
 

Something’s out there…. It’s alien…. 
We don’t know what it is… And it’s 

going to get you... 
 

Classic Doctor Who! 

CLASSIC DOCTOR WHOCLASSIC DOCTOR WHO  
By DAVID KITCHEN 

 

Reviews 

Last December saw the DWCV's 32nd Christmas party - it is the committee's intention to concentrate on social meetings, 
providing more activity and panel-based events; and the Christmas party was a step towards realising this.  After a 

screening of the Fanz documentary, the day opened in the 2nd room with a panel looking at the different versions of Shada 
(unfortunately, it's now certain Ian Levine's version will not be included on the upcoming DVD).  Richard, Shane and Tom 

then took the stage with a clip-based panel on the shows screened 'Before and After Doctor Who' - not just The 
Goodies and Peter Russell-Clarke, but more obscure programmes like On the Road with Evan Green, News Free Zone and 

The Governor and JJ.  The trio then held a freeform panel discussing both old and new series topics, before the day was 
rounded off with a tribute screening of the final episodes of the Sarah Jane Adventures.  

The front room hosted a couple of dealer's tables and acted as a fan lounge for the day.  Unfortunately, the 
PC running the BBC Doctor Who games was pressed into service to play videos after the laptop in the 

other room died, but rest assured, it will be at future meetings.  The Gunpowder Plot is easily the best of the 
5 games released and is well worth a look.  

Christmas Party Reviewed... Christmas Party Reviewed... Look what you missed!Look what you missed! 
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Event 

Reports 

 

Australia Day March ~ 2012Australia Day March ~ 2012 

After a long break, the DWCV made a welcome return to the Australia Day 
march.  With many members joining the parade in costume (the Ood was 
particularly fine!), we marched down Swanston St. from Bourke St. to King's 
Domain (just in front of the Shrine of Remembrance), in perfect weather - 
crystal-clear skies and 24-degrees (it felt much warmer in costume!). 
 

We met at 10am, marched at about 11-11:30, and finished just before 
2:00pm.  The march was pretty uneventful apart from the old man who 
stopped Jason to ask, 'What's Doctor Who?' - Jason took about ten minutes 

to explain the show.  It's hard to believe they've invited us back for next year...  

   (Photo: youbeautie.com)          Colin Russell 

 

Aussie EventsAussie Events  
Jason Grasso and Colin Russell 

On the first of February 2012, the Doctor Who Symphonic 
Spectacular (hopefully the first of many) was staged in 
Melbourne, with an afternoon and evening performance - both 
of which were completely sold out.  They were similar to the 
BBC's long running Last Night at the Proms. 
The music was performed by the Melbourne Symphony 
Orchestra under Conductor Ben Foster, who got into the spirit 
of the occasion by being at one point captured by the Daleks 
and 'brainwashed' - yet was still able to give them the 
'Churchill Salute'. 
 

The music and performance was accompanied by visuals with 
a focus on Season 6 and Matt Smith, but also included a 
tribute to past Doctors. 
 

Mark Sheppard, who played Canton Everett Delaware III 
in The Impossible Astronaut, presented each part of the show 
with great wit and charm and obviously enjoys being part of 
the Doctor Who family.   
At one point just before the interval, the screen – whilst 
showing a clip from 2011's A Christmas Carol – broke down, 
but in the audience were a couple of hundred fans armed with 
sonic screwdrivers old and new; they soon fixed the problem! 
 

The music for the performance was composed by Murray 
Gold, the man responsible for the current version of the 
Doctor Who theme music and who has been quoted as 
saying that it still gives him goosebumps to hear his music 
played. Throughout the performance various aliens walked 
amongst the audience – these ranging from Daleks (who 
claimed to have enslaved us all) and Cyberman, to Judoon 
(somebody has to keep everyone in line), the Silence (we 
made all the jokes!), Silurians (it is their planet after all), 
vampiric Saturnynes (who stayed out of the light) and the odd 
appearance from the Ood. They also appeared in the foyer, 
both during intermission and after the performance. 
 

This was a great event and was rounded off by what was 
supposed to be a brief autograph session with Ben Foster, 
Mark Sheppard, and Murray Gold.  They all looked tired, but 
were energised by people's excitement. 
 

Throughout the day I ran into friends from both the DWCV 
and the Geelong club, and people many from other clubs 
came to see what all the fuss was.  The queue for 
merchandise was huge.  This I hope will be the first of many 
such performances.  SO SAY WE ALL! Jason Grasso 

Can You Believe?Can You Believe? Doctor Who: Doctor Who:   

The Musical InvasionThe Musical Invasion 

Talented Obsessed Fans?Talented Obsessed Fans? 

Hi Ho Silver, Away...Hi Ho Silver, Away... 
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Other stuff... 
News 

A Doctor Who fan has renewed his bid to claim ownership  
of the character of Davros. 

 
 

Steve Clark says that he came up with the name and submitted it with a 
design (pictured right) as well as a handwritten essay entitled The 
Genesis Of The Daleks: The Creation Of Davros for a TV Action 
competition in 1972. His entry didn't win the prize of a 17in colour TV set 
but he says that both the name and design were later used by the BBC 
without his permission.  
 

He launched High Court proceedings last year for copyright breach after 
an attempt to come to an amicable solution with the corporation 
foundered. Now, with the case on hold, a teacher's handwriting could 
decide the matter. 
 

Mr Clark, from Brabourne Lees in Kent, says that his original sketch has 
comments written on it by David Tidy, who was a teacher at Duncan 
Bowen School in Stanhope, Ashford, in the 1970s. He is now seeking former pupils who have books with Mr Tidy's 
handwriting in them, which could be used to validate the writing on his sketch and therefore his claim.  
 

Mr Clark said:   “Unfortunately the samples we have are inconclusive, according to the handwriting expert. We just need as 
much hard evidence as possible to help with the case as the BBC keep digging their heels in.” 
 

The BBC and BBC Worldwide dispute the claim. A spokesman said:  “These proceedings are ongoing and the BBC and 
BBC Worldwide are defending the claim. Davros was created by Terry Nation and the BBC.”  
 

Personally, I don’t believe that the BBC would be silly enough to copy someone’s design so closely ... and it is clearly a drawing of the final 
product ... headgear, shoulder pads, switches ... although I have always disliked Terry Nation claiming full control of the Daleks (he created 

the idea but not the design!), I can’t believe Steve Clark’s claim ...     MY 

Can You Believe?Can You Believe? Doctor Who: Doctor Who:   

The Musical InvasionThe Musical Invasion 

A charity convention celebrating the fan film Power of the Daleks is 
to be held later this year. 

 

The film, made by the Doctor Who enthusiasts behind the highly successful 
Portsmouth stage productions of The Web of Fear, Fury From The Deep, 
The Evil of the Daleks, and The Dalek Masterplan , adapts and reimagines 
Patrick Troughton's inaugural story.  Starring Nick Scovell as the Doctor and 
also featuring Nicholas Briggs, Lisa Bowerman and Barnaby Edwards in the cast, it is to be shown online in three mini-
episodes in April, July, and September, but will receive a full showing on the big screen at the Power: Reimagined 
convention. Entry tickets pay for admission to the convention but the screening of the film is free and non-profit-making.  
 

Teasers and a trailer for the film plus mini-documentaries about its making can be seen on the group's official YouTube 
channel. The trailer, released last Christmas, can also be seen at  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uMfRd0qxMSE. 

Talented Obsessed Fans?Talented Obsessed Fans? 

Filming has commenced on Season 7 of  Doctor Who. 
 

Matt Smith,  Karen Gillan and Arthur Darvill were spotted on their way to Spain in the morning of 

the 6th March, confirming the trio would be filming there at the Oasys Parque Temático del 
Desierto de Tabernas and Fort Bravo Studios and return to the UK on the 16th March.  

 

This series will see the last days of the Ponds with Karen Gillan and Arthur Darvill returning for 
their final, rollercoaster voyage with the Doctor.  Amy and Rory have been at the Doctor's side for 

more than two series but how will we all cope with their heartbreaking departure?  So who will come 
in to fill the void ... could it be someone we already know?   

 

The guest cast for this year include: Mark Williams, Rupert Graves, David Bradley, Rob Cavazos, 
Ben Browder, Adrian Scarborough, Dominic Kemp and Garrick Hagon.  

 

Above all, Iet’s hope this year we are not drowned in themes and continuity and the individual 
stories will be stronger and able to stand on their own!  Bring on the end of 2012! 

 

News 

Hi Ho Silver, Away...Hi Ho Silver, Away... 

http://guide.doctorwhonews.net/story.php?code=41
http://guide.doctorwhonews.net/story.php?code=42
http://guide.doctorwhonews.net/story.php?code=36
http://guide.doctorwhonews.net/story.php?code=21
http://guide.doctorwhonews.net/person.php?code=2
http://guide.doctorwhonews.net/story.php?code=30
http://guide.doctorwhonews.net/person.php?code=495&detail=listing
http://guide.doctorwhonews.net/person.php?code=3282&detail=listing
http://guide.doctorwhonews.net/person.php?code=590&detail=listing
http://www.power-convention.co.uk/
http://www.youtube.com/powerotdaleks
http://www.oasysparquetematico.com/
http://www.oasysparquetematico.com/
http://www.fortbravo.es/
http://guide.doctorwhonews.net/person.php?code=4753
http://guide.doctorwhonews.net/person.php?code=4767
http://guide.doctorwhonews.net/person.php?code=4768
http://guide.doctorwhonews.net/person.php?code=4754


 

 

River Song’s        Photo Diary...River Song’s        Photo Diary...  
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SPOILERS, Sweetie! 

Final 


