
 

 

 

 

 

  

BREAKING NEWS...BREAKING NEWS...  

Read All About It!Read All About It!  

It has been many weeks now, 
since the tragic loss of Elisabeth 
Sladen, but I’m finding that I am 

still sad about it...  

 

So I don’t have a lot to say this time.  I have not 
even been able to bring myself to watch the 
final six episodes of the SJA!  Still, in time it will 
get easier, it always does. 

 

For this issue of Sonic Screwdriver we continue 
with the aim of promoting the  hidden talents of  
others ...  This BREAKING NEWS Edition #184 
of Sonic Screwdriver is again a four page news 
feature.  That is wrapped around a cut-down 
version of the second issue of the  
 

THETA MORBIUS TIMES!  
  

This is the creation of James Gardiner, a Year 11 
student here in Melbourne.  He has again done an 
outstanding job with this second edition of his on-line 
magazine... far better than many fan club magazines 
and more interesting than the usual Official Doctor 
Who Magazine from the UK.  I hope he becomes their 
editor one day, he would be able to deliver a much 
more consistently interesting magazine!  

Back to the wraparound for 
#184 and you will find a  

coverage of the recent fan 
event Armageddon. 

 

 As for the rest of season six of 
Doctor Who ... it continued to  
be confusing and over compli-
cated to me.  Closing Time was 
a really fantastic episode, but 
that was partly because it was 
almost separate from all of the 
complicated story arc that 
reduced the impact of the other 
episodes for me.  The Wedding 
Of River Song was also an 

amazing episode, but I wish it was used for episode 
seven before the mid-season break, that would have 
freed up the rest of the episodes to shine.   I really 
hope Moffat stops being arrogant, listens to the fans’ 
feedback and simplifies things next year! 
 

And that is all from me until sometime in the New 
Year!  Have a great holiday season and a ripper 2012! 
               ~  Michael 

 See the full 58 page online version of TMT2 at:  

http://www.scribd.com/fullscreen/ 
63151839?access_key=key-2cwavlwl2qrun6murijs  

 

 

EDITORIAL  |      I MAY NEVER GET OVER THIS LOSS!I MAY NEVER GET OVER THIS LOSS! 

The Melbourne Symphony  
Orchestra will be joined by Daleks 
and Cybermen for its Doctor Who  
Symphonic Spectacular early next 
year.  This will be a version of the 

hugely successful live shows  
inspired by the BBC Doctor Who 

Proms at Royal Albert Hall in  
London.   

 

This musical celebration will include 
the Doctor on the big screen and a 
host of live monsters including 
Daleks, Cybermen and The Silence 
invading the venue.   The MSO, 
conducted by Ben Foster, premiere 
Murray Gold's amazing music from 
the last two seasons of this hit BBC 
series. 
 

The concert will also be hosted by 
actor Mark Sheppard who appears 

as ex-FBI agent Canton Everett 
Delaware III in the two part season 
opener of series six. 
 

"Doctor Who is such a fantastic 
show and the fans' loyalty is just 
incredible," Sheppard says. 
 

"The music has always been a key 
component in the success of the 
show; it's instantaneously identifi-
able and spine-tingling. I can't wait 
to hear the sounds of the Melbourne 
Symphony Orchestra - and the 
TARDIS - filling Plenary Hall." 
 

The performance’s accompanying 
big screen presentation will feature 
highlights from the recent series, as 
well as showcasing Matt Smith's 
portrayal of the 11th Doctor.                 AAP 

   How To Book:                                                                      Event Duration: 2hrs 

    We Are Being Invaded!We Are Being Invaded!  
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ELISABETH SLADEN TRIBUTE ELISABETH SLADEN TRIBUTE   
Official Doctor Who Monthly ~  Issue 440:  

 

Finally, an issue of DWM that is worth buying!   
 

The latest 100 page issue of DWM from the UK is 
packed with tributes to Elisabeth Sladen from almost 
everyone you would expect and that makes it a must 
have issue for all fans of Sarah Jane.  One of the few 
obvious missing element is 

a tribute from Russell T 
Davies ... I wonder if it was 
just too difficult for him to 
do justice to her through 
the pain he feels at her 

loss?  I can understand if 
that was the case! 

 

If you ask at your local 
Newsagent, there may still 

be time to order a copy 
before it is on the shelves 

here ... or even try at  

Minotaur (Elizabeth Street)! 

Watch out MSO!     Here they come...Watch out MSO!     Here they come...  
The Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre's Plenary Hall 
will be invaded by the Doctor Who Symphonic Spectacular on  

Saturday, February 4 at 2pm and 7pm.   

Ticket Prices Premium A Res B Res C Res 

Adult $139.00 $99.00 $69.00 $49.00 

Concession       n/a $79.00 $49.00 $29.00 

Family (2 Adults, 2 Children)    n/a $285.00 $189.00 $125.00 

In Person - MSO Box Office: Tickets can be purchased at 3 Driver Lane, Melbourne  

 Online - MSO:   Click on the Booking icon next to the date of the performance 

Online - Ticketmaster:  Click on the Ticketmaster icon left of the event date.  
Telephone - Ticketmaster:    Phone 1300 72 30 38 9am-9pm, Mon to Sat and 10am-5pm 

Sun. (A phone booking fee applies.)  
www.mso.com.au 

http://www.scribd.com/fullscreen/63151839?access_key=key-2cwavlwl2qrun6murijs
http://www.scribd.com/fullscreen/63151839?access_key=key-2cwavlwl2qrun6murijs


 

 

ARMAGEDDON Review ~ARMAGEDDON Review ~  David Kitchen David Kitchen |  |  Fan Art ~Fan Art ~  Johanna Eisfelder  Johanna Eisfelder  |  |  Series 6 Overview ~Series 6 Overview ~  James GardinerJames Gardiner  

I remember the days when sci-fi 
cons in Australia were simple. 

  

One or two hundred people, a guest or two, 
and a couple of merchandise tables.  A 

weekend to explore your  chosen show in 
depth.  A little later came the Multiverse 

cons, which increased the guests to three 
or four, and increased the attendance by a  

similar factor, but were still relatively  
focused and sedate affairs. 

 

Those cons were certainly tame events with  
compared to Armageddon, which has brought the 

US style convention model to Australia several 
times, each one larger than before, and after seeing 
TV shows and movies like “The Big Bang Theory” 
and “Paul” most Australian sci-fi fans are familiar 

with ComicCon, and many are apparently very keen 
to bring that spirit to Melbourne. 

 

So it was that I was staggered to see costumes from 
every possibly strand of sci-fiction and fantasy on 
display.  Some were excellent, some were crimes 
against nature.  But I guess what matters was that 
everyone was having fun? Reassuringly there were 
more than a few Doctor Who costumes about, and I 

counted at least a dozen Matt Smith’s on display, 
along with a very young – but well dressed –  

Captain Jack  Harkness. 
 

After recovering from the hundreds of costumes on 
display, I was then blown away by the merchandise 
on offer. Stall upon stall packed in to every square 

inch of space. For those looking to shop, the  
convention certainly offered plenty.  However, the 

main part of any convention is the guests, and two in 
particular were there with a Dr Who flavour –  

Sylvester McCoy and Louise Jameson. 
 

Whilst there’s no doubt many fans in the room were 
pleased to have a chance to meet McCoy, and he 

certainly worked to try and entertain the room, I 
couldn’t help but feel a little disappointed by his hour 
on stage. One harsh but honest reality is that apart 
from twelve Who stories (thirteen if you count his 

couple of lines in the 1996 movie with the Pertwee 
logo) McCoy doesn’t really have a large body of 

work to talk about – I contrast this with a guest like 
Robert Picardo who balanced talking about Star 

Trek: Voyager with discussion on Stargate, Gremlins 
and several other movies he’s done. McCoy also 
made clear that he wasn’t able to talk about his  
upcoming role in The Hobbit, further limiting his  

interest. For most fans as well, the stories McCoy 
had about his time in Who would be familiar from 

various interviews past, especially on the DVD  
releases. So in the end, I didn’t walk out of that hour 

feeling I’d really gained much. 
 

In contrast, there’s still a lot of Louise Jameson 
that’s unknown to fans. Squeezed as Leela was 

between fan favourites Sarah Jane and Romana, 
she perhaps doesn’t always attract the attention she 
otherwise would. Jameson came in the mood to talk, 
and chatted amiably with the group during her panel.    
She was very honest about the difficulties she had 
working with Tom Baker for much of her time, and 
admits she now feels able to talk more honestly 

about her time on the show after since burying the 
hatchet with Baker.  



 a 
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She was able to tell several new stories from working 
on the show, and made the confession she regretted 

turning down JNT’s offer to return to the show in  
season 18.  Jameson also discussed her early work in 
television, and her more recent work on shows such 

as Eastenders (“it put my daughters through  
university”) and Doc Martin with Martin Clunes. 

 

Highlight of the con for me though was Morgan 
Sheppard.  As well as an appearance in New Who, his 
career spanning half a century has seen him work on 

Trek films, in Max Headroom, and in movies by  
Michael Bay and JJ Abrams, as well as a vast array of 
other projects. In addition, at this point in his career he 
also feels very free to openly discuss the nitty gritty of 
his work, and of the industry, and his discussion about 

the changes in TV and movie making that he’s  
witnesses were genuinely insightful. He also spoke 

very positively about his brief stint (along side his son) 
in New Who, praised RTD’s abilities as a writer, and 

said that Moffat was certainly “innovative”. 
 

The negatives I felt from the weekend were that the 
convention was very poorly run on the ground, and the 

vibe I felt was that once they had your money, they 
didn’t really care. Many fans spent far longer than they 

should need to in queues to see panels, and many 
others found themselves locked out of panels in rooms 
that weren’t large enough to accommodate the number 
of tickets sold (Brendon Nicholas in particular – Buffy 
is still very popular!), whilst the simultaneous start and 

finish times in the two main rooms meant anyone 
wanting to change rooms missed either the start or 

end of a panel (or was late and ended up locked out). 
The obscene prices charged for photos and  

autographs certainly grated on me as someone from 
the days when such things were free, but I guess 

that’s where we are these days. 
 

But there’s no denying thousands people had a 
chance to get in touch with their inner fan in the  

company of nerds and have a good time, and for many 
it would have been the first chance to actually meet 

stars from the show… and who could begrudge  
them that?                 ~ David Kitchen 

This is a wonderfully honest review of the event.   
As I thought, it is “all about the money” and fans are 
no more than cattle to the organisers.  The fact that 

they over sold tickets for some speakers is absolutely  
disgusting! They also made it impossible for us to 

even get 15 minutes to interview Louise in preference 
to “official press” interviews that will never see the light 
of day.  I did not even know that Amanda Tapping and 
Robert Picardo were going to be there ... so much for 
their organising and advertising!                  ~ Michael 

Photos thanks to Lisa Carroll, 
 Time Lord wrangler extraordinaire!  



 

 

 

 

            

                    Out Now!                     |         Coming Soon!    |               Coming Later!Out Now!                     |         Coming Soon!    |               Coming Later!  

 

  

Meetings Coming Soon!Meetings Coming Soon!  

 

 

|   President’s Report!   |   |   President’s Report!   |     
Or ... Forget the waffle, just get to the point!Or ... Forget the waffle, just get to the point!  

 

 

CommitteeCommittee  

Sonic Screwdriver, incorporated 1981: A0050412P, is an 
official not for profit fanzine and an amateur production by 

the Doctor Who Club of Victoria.  It is not published for profit 
or monetary gain.  All enquiries should be addressed to the 
club.  Opinions, views and articles expressed herein do not 
necessarily reflect those of the club, its committee and/or 
members.  All attempts have been made to not supersede 
the copyright of others.  All copyrights not otherwise listed 

are unintentional.   
Please notify the editor immediately if you see your material 

is uncredited and we will credit it in a future edition.   
All material is copyright ©2011 Doctor Who Club of Victoria. 

All Doctor Who related articles, insignia and pictures are 
copyright ©2011 BBC Enterprises.   

Doctor Who Magazine © 2011 BBC Enterprises.   
All Australian Broadcasting Corporation related articles, 

insignia, etc. are copyright ©2011 Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation. 

Doctor Who Club of Victoria related articles, insignia and 
pictures are the property of the club ©2011.   

Sonic Screwdriver logo copyright  ©2011 by Michael Young.    
All Submissions copyright ©2011 to their respective authors.   

All submissions marked to their respective authors.   
All other copyrights are as listed within the articles.  
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Contact UsContact Us  

PO Box 8080 
RIPPLESIDE Vic 3215 

 

www.dwcv.org.au 
 

forum.dwcv.org.au 
 

Facebook search for: 
Doctor Who Club Victoria 

Want to HelpWant to Help  

Anyone interested in 
assisting the club in any 
manner, however small, 

please contact us. 
 

We always need content for 
Sonic, so please submit 

anything you create. Help at 
meetings is also needed, so 

please come forward. 

Proudly printed by 
Digital Print Centre 

at Deakin Uni Geelong 
http://www.deakin.edu.au/logistics/print/ 

Hmm, alright, where do I start………Oh yes... 
 

The Christmas Party ... 
It’s our final farewell to the Northcote Town Hall, it’ll be a fun busy day of Panels and Entertainment. So come along 

from 10am to 5pm at Northcote on the 10th December. You’ll love it! 
 

Our New Home… 
Next year our hall meetings will be at the Vision Church of Christ Hall in Camberwell on Riversdale Road.  

At the brand new time of 2:30 til 7pm. 
 

 The Australian Doctor Who Proms... 
This will be brilliant….seriously! As Australians we never get events like this so Doctor Who fans should count  

ourselves lucky. Although I was disappointed that Mark Sheppard will host, I still think it’ll be an amazing Experience. 
  

Away Meetings… 
We used to have these regularly and they failed due to lack of interest, but people are interested so we want to know 

what you want to do. Shopping tours, Movies, Galactic Circus. Give us your ideas; we really want to hear them. 
  

And finally… 
Have a great Merry and Safe Christmas and I hope to catch up to as many of you as I can at the Christmas party. 

  

“Build High for Happiness” 

David Ross ~ Lord President of Gallifrey 
president@dwcv.org.au 

Club member discounts 
available at: 

Minotaur  
 

Gifts For The Geek  
 

Card Mania/Popcultcha 
 

Music Play Games/DVD 

The DWCV's Christmas Party marks its 32nd year ~ Dec 10th @ Northcote Town Hall, 10am - 5pm. 

 

We've gone back to the Christmas Parties of old - panels, games, activities and prizes across the day. 
Come and remember some forgotten classics as we delve into 'Before and After Doctor Who'; discuss 'Where to?' after 
the events of Season Six; or just catch up with other fans. $10.00 members; $12.00 non-members. Lunch available at 

reasonable cost.  If you come to just one meeting this year, make sure it's the Christmas Party!  
 

January 14th 2012 ~ 1pm @ ACMI, Federation Square. Space Voyager Exhibition  See  www.acmi.net.au/starvoyager.aspx    

 

February 4th 2012 ~ 2pm ~ Melbourne Symphony Orchestra Special Event.  (See headline article) 
 

NOTE:  26th November meeting changed to 10th December Christmas Party! 


