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CARD MANIA/POPCULTCHA 
111 Ryrie Street, Geelong, 3220  

5229-1992 
 

They are especially good for the 12" radio-controlled 
Daleks, and often have ‗not quite right‘ models at a 

fraction of the price, if you're prepared to have a fault 
that is usually simple and repairable.  They have 

offered us a generous 15% on all full-price stock for 
your FIRST purchase then 10% ongoing, and have 

given us an online code DRWHOCLUB. 
Website is www.popcultcha.com 

 
MUSIC PLAY GAMES/DVDs 

 50 Bourke Street,  Melbourne 
 9650-0652 

 

They stock an interesting range of all the obscure 
DVDs and boxed sets we like – new and used – that 
are harder to get elsewhere.  They have offered us 
5% off their already favourable prices (floor stock 

only).  Show your membership card to Rex... 

Gifts for the Geek 
123 Little Malop Street, Geelong, 3220 

 5229-3630 
 

10% discount for members on production of 
membership card, or if ordering online, quote 

WHOWHO.  For further details, e-mail 
sales@giftsforthegeek.com.au 

You can even subscribe to an e-mail newsletter  
which provides details of upcoming sales, specials 
and other opportunities.  Look up their website at 

www.giftsforthegeek.com.au. 

 
Minotaur: The Pop Culture Megastore 

121 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne, 3000  
9670-5414 

 

Our long-serving sponsor who offer 5% to 10% 
discounts on a range of Doctor Who merchandise.  
In addition to the obvious, they also stock a huge 

range of other sci-fi, fantasy, manga, anime, books, 
comics and figurines.   www.minotaur.com.au 
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Family - $35 
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issues of Sonic Magazine 
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2 x Free Meeting Passes 

Proudly printed by 
Digital Print Centre 

at Deakin Uni Geelong 
http://www.deakin.edu.au/logistics/print/ 

You can join in multiple ways, the simplest will 
always be in person at a meeting – otherwise you 
can send a letter with a cheque/money order to: 

 PO Box 8080, Rippleside, Victoria, 3215  
with your postal details on it. 

 

If you are one of those computer types, we also 
accept PayPal payments through the 

www.paypal.com.au site sending the funds to: 
treasurer@dwcv.org.au 

Please send your membership details to both that 
address and secretary@dwcv.org.au to speed up 
your membership processing.  Now do remember to 

send your details as half the people who pay via 
PayPal do not and tracking them down can be 

harder than just an email.   
If you are unsure about joining the club or would just 

like a promotional pack, please contact 
secretary@dwcv.org.au and we will send one out 

promptly. Please don‘t hesitate to ask any questions. 
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Pages 17 to 28 
 

Pages 29 to 39 

Season Five Reviews 
 

Whos’ Clubbing 

Next Issue 

Remember Me 

180 should be home by 
Christmas, as will be the 
troops; but, it all depends 
on you. We do not have 
any articles left over from 
this issue, so if you have 
anything please submit it. 

Comic 1.5 

Contents and ConventionsContents and Conventions  
Please note new Details - Bulk renewal issue # 177 

How to Join the Doctor Who Club of Victoria 

Renewal Issue - No Issues Left for Most Members - Rejoin Now 

Now is the time to renew to make sure you do not 
miss out on your subscription to Sonic Screwdriver 

and the Special Edition bonus comics. 

Look inside the front cover to find out the best way 
for you to new and which rate would suit you best. 

Consider going Silver – only $45 for a family! 

Final Last Issue ForeverFinal Last Issue Forever  If you expire with 178If you expire with 178  

Sonic is printed on recycled tea 

leaves, dried under hot scones and 
inked with organic berry juice. 

Somewhere in the dark 
are horrors beyond 

imagining 
Someone must face 

them. 
But – 

Knowing that there yet 
remains 

someone, somewhere 
remembering; 

Knowing that I am not 
forgotten – 

I can.  
Remember me 

I wander lonely now, 
With nothing but the 

memories. 
Remember me 
I am left behind, 
Going on alone.  
Remember me 

After I fall; 
I know what you can do 

Without me.  
Remember me 

Who I was 
Before the killing spree. 

Before I lost myself 
Before I lost my mind 

How I used to be.  
Remember who I was 
Before I died inside. 

 
Miriam Eis 
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sonicscrewdriver@dwcv.org.au 

Sonic is proud to be part of 

the “I would rather go nude 
than wear plaid” campaign. 

The ChaseThe Chase  
Sonic Boom Boom Pow 

 I am not sorry Sonic is late, and if that 
bothers you then you ought to offer your help with 
running the club or producing content for the 
magazine. We need people to help, otherwise this 
club will not continue. I can do only so much and I 
do not plan to be actively involved with the club on 
an official level next year. 
 If you want Sonic out on time, then please 
help us in any way you can, even finding images 
takes time and stories need to be sourced, verified, 
then completely rewritten to form new articles. All 
of this takes time and both Michael and I work full 
time and have lives outside the club. We cannot do 
everything. 
 Now that said, Sonic should be amazing, 
with the content strong and the graphics 
impressive. It took time, but I feel we produced 
something in which we deserve to take pride. The 
only downside is that this issue started back 
several months ago, so some articles may now 
seem dated. I think we removed most which no 
longer  seem timely, although we may have missed 
something. 
 Regarding meetings, I do hope people 
accept and embrace the new style and frequency. 

Basically it comes as a financial necessity as the 
meeting costs twice what the entrance fee covers. 
We can cover this once every two months, 
especially with the anticipated higher turnout. It 
also means the meeting content will be of better 
quality and hopefully eventually up to the standard 
of Star Walking who also meet every second 
month. 
 We do need members who feel interesting 
in hosting talks, presentations, or running activities 
of a nature which interests them - otherwise our 
club will fall into a magazine only club which is 
pointless as this is supposed to be a social club. 
Remember we have around 275 members, with 
only about twenty turning up to meetings. I am 
flattered so many people love sonic that they 
subscribe for this alone, or possibly the discount 
card, but this is a lot of unpaid work and its getting 
beyond the level of fun. It is work to produce this. 
 This is my finial year as president, ending in 
September 2011, and I want anyone interested in 
helping on next years committee to talk to us so 
you can learn the ropes while I am around to help. 
Half a decade helping the committee should be 
enough for anyone; it now should be your turn. 

Ian A. Chapman Sonic Editor Club President MSFC 

I would like to thank everyone who notices any 
spelling error, grammatical faux pas, or graphical 
misalignment and ask them to keep this knowledge to 
themselves. Either that or you should feel most 

welcome in compiling, designing, editing, and indeed 
writing this magazine yourself. Even just producing 
articles we most appreciate so please help us in any 
manner which you can & submit to our will, or Sonic. 

 Finally… here is the super-sized latest 
double edition of Sonic … it covers the work and 
contributions of the past four months!  Yes, it has 
been a long time between drinks, but Ian has 
explained it so very well as to why.   
 I also make no apologies for the time this 
one took.  Why?  Because we continually ask for 
competent people to help us with all this Sonic 
related work and no-one has come forward to help 
us out.  We need two new Editors so we can get 
them up to speed with all the technicalities and 
step back to only doing the final ―styling‖ at the end 
of the process.  Until then we are trapped by our 
sense of duty and the drive to continue to produce 
exceptional Sonics for the members who keep 
paying. 
 This also means that the next Sonic will 
happen when it happens unless new members 
step up now.  We will no longer be held to  
―imagined‖ deadlines by members who are not 
willing to help!  Having said that, it is so usual that, 
in any and all ―clubs‖, it is ALWAYS the few who do 
everything for the majority.  I also want to say a 
very BIG Thank You for the few who do regularly 
contribute and help us out … you are fantastic …
very much so ... you keep us going!  WOW! 
 So in this issue we have three separate 
sectons:  Convention Section, Season Five 
Section, and Club Section.   

Convention Reports include our exclusive 
interview with Eighth Doctor Paul McGann and Star 
Trek Enterprise star Dominic Keating who were 
both at the recent TriCon Convention here in 
Melbourne.  Season Five Section includes 
reviews of all of the recent season of Doctor Who 
episodes, and we have even dragged Jack! back 
from his ―retirement‖ to contribute in his inimitable 
style.  Who’s Clubbing is obvious and packed full 
of information and news. 
 Another amazing issue from the overworked 
team!  So, I know there are people out there in the 
club who have the talent to take on creating this 
magazine, writing all the club related information, 
editing articles and writing more, and in particular 
sourcing images for the image bars used 
throughout the issues and reducing them down to a 
small file size. You know you have wanted to be an 
editor and writer for a long time, so DO IT NOW! 
Just take a chance and contact us on:  
sonicscrewdriver@dwcv.org.au   
 That reminds me, there are many photos 
that we have used but are not able to identify the 
source because they come from the internet and 
are too complicated to trace.  So, if any uncredited 
images are yours, let us know and we will credit 
your work next issue. 
 Oh damn, time to start that next issue… I 
need a holiday! Contact us … NOW … PLEASE!!!    

     Michael Young     |     Editor    |      Media Contact      |      Creative Supervisor      |      Designer 
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Convention ReportsConvention Reports  

Inside this section: 

Page 6 cont. 
 
 

Pages 7 to 9 
 
 

Pages 10 & 11 
 

TrioCon Preface 
By Manuel Bouw 

 
Eighth and Only 

Paul McGann Interview 
 

Live at the Astor 
By Phillip Niccols 

Pages 12 & 13 
 
 

Pages 14 & 15 
 
 

Page 16 
 

Dominic Keating Interview 
By Judith McGinness 

 
Time Quest Convention 

By Aron Challanger 
 

A Change of Identity 
Society and Culture 

I would like to thank everyone who notices any 
spelling error, grammatical faux pas, or graphical 
misalignment and ask them to keep this knowledge to 
themselves. Either that or you should feel most 

welcome in compiling, designing, editing, and indeed 
writing this magazine yourself. Even just producing 
articles we most appreciate so please help us in any 
manner which you can & submit to our will, or Sonic. 
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First Contact 

Interview 

Paul McGann Interviewed by Manuel Bouw 

 Having (surprisingly) enough money in the bank 

account, I ordered my ticket 6 weeks before the event, and 

marked the date on my calendar.  As the day slowly 

approached, you could imagine my surprise to receive an 

email from Michael Young, 7 days before the event, asking if 

maybe, perhaps, I would be interesting in interviewing the 

man himself. 
 

 The next week was a flurry of nerves.  As I needed 

some insightful questions to ask [I thought the ones Helen 

provided seemed most insightful - Ian], I referenced 

everything I could about Paul McGann, his movies, his 

private life, anything I could get I found invaluable.  I even re-

watched Lesbian Vampire Killers (I recommend it, it‟s 

hilarious!). 
 

 Now, silly me, I forgot to write down where the 

convention was exactly.  So when I arrived at the State 

Library, a friendly (but annoyed) construction worker told me 

“Entrance 3, around the corner”. 

 

 As I (finally) entered, I caught up with some of my 

friends at the club, Michael & Kerry, and had a bit of a chat.  

Michael handed me a copy of my latest comic, the Doctors 1 

– 5 Collective, and told me the interview still wasn‟t 

confirmed.  Bummer!  But, I had a chuckle when I noticed 

someone reading my “Farewell Russell T Davies” comic, and 

actually smiling (can you believe it?).  Plus I spoke to a very 

nice woman (who unfortunately didn‟t tell me her name) who 

said she loved my comics and to keep up the good work.  It‟s 

so nice to get positive feedback! 

 

 I then browsed the stalls, and eventually purchased an 

8x10 photo of Paul McGann as the Doctor, leaning over the 

TARDIS console.  Nice pic! 

 

 I went into the theatre room, and started to watch an 

episode of Star Trek Enterprise, featuring a prominent role by 

Lt. Malcolm Reed (Dominic Keating, the second half of 

Triocon Guests). 

 

 McGann and Keating then arrived to applause, and 

answered a few quick questions, before departing again.  I 

laughed as Keating mock-stumbled in front of the Club‟s 

1980‟s style TARDIS console, which was up on stage. 
 

 The next film to be played was a fan-made piece 

called “Trek Through Time” where the 9th & 10th Doctor‟s 

meet the original Star Trek crew.  10 minutes in, and I 

received a tap on the shoulder from Michael.  It was go time. 

 As we raced up the stairs to the interview room, 

Michael asked me if I also wanted to interview Dominic 

Keating.  Having only just seen him in the proceeding 

episode of Enterprise, 30 minutes ago, I declined, not 

knowing what I could ask him.  Luckily, it was all sorted. 

 

 Michael & I entered the room, and set up 3 chairs in 

the corner, overlooking the Library itself.  Whilst we waited for 

Paul McGann to come over, we set up Michael‟s recording 

device, which looks like a TV Remote Control.  I was 

confused, and nervous that it wouldn‟t work, despite 

Michael‟s assurances. 

 

 Anyway, McGann came over, and after a brief hello 

and hand-shakes all round, the interview was on!  He was 

awesome, great answers, very accommodating of our time, 

and very down to earth.  (Please refer to my transcript, it‟s all 

there).  It was a real pleasure to interview him. 

 

 I was also lucky enough to sit in on Judith McGinness‟ 

interview of Dominic Keating.  Despite knowing very little of 

his career, I found him a joy to talk to.  He‟s funny, rude, and 

had some very insightful observations of the acting industry. 

(I will also provide a transcript of this interview, soon). 
 

 After the interviews were complete, the convention 

had their Lunch Sessions.  Since I only had a General Ticket, 

I went back to Melbourne Central for a bite to eat.  I also saw 

the new Lady Gaga “My Telephone” video clip, in full.  Wow. 

 

 Back to the convention, I sat in on the Paul McGann 

Q&A, and found his love of the Doctor Who audios, and his 

kudos to Sheridan Smith (his audio companion) to be quite 

endearing.  He also confirmed what I longed to hear… the 8th 

Doctor action figure has been signed off and is not far away 

from hitting the shelves (at least overseas that is)! 
 

 Then came the 2nd episode of Star Trek Enterprise, 

the concluding story of Lt. Reed‟s prominent story.  

Interesting, the bloke behind me fell asleep in his chair.  

What‟s more interesting was during the Dominic Keating 

Q&A, he started to snore! 
 

 Speaking of the Dominic Keating Q&A (which was 

more A than Q, boy can he talk!) it was funny to hear that his 

foul mouth continued on from the interview earlier in the day.  

As he put it “I‟m the f***ing Gordon Ramsey of Star Trek!”  

Great stuff. 
 

 Then it was time for the autographs, which was back 

in the interview room.  Unfortunately I wasn‟t allowed to take 

a photo of Paul McGann signing the photo.  I was told “No 

Paul McGann Preface by Manuel Bouw 

TrioCon 2010 ReviewTrioCon 2010 Review  

 Saturday March 20th 2010, today is the day I met The Doctor, or rather, 

Paul McGann, the actor of “some role I did for 6 weeks, 14 years ago”. 

Michael Gambon, Kathrine Jenkins and Danny Horn 
have been filming the Christmas special with stars 
Matt Smith and Karen Gillan; Laurence Belcher (Little 
Dorrit) and Leo Bill (Steven Moffat‘s 2007 series 

Jekyll) will appear opposite Matt Smith and Karen 
Gillan as the Doctor and Amy, while Micah Balfour (of 
The Bill) and Pooky Quesnel (Criminal Justice, East 
Enders) will also feature in the festive episode. Bailey 

Pepper (Guess with Jess) will also appear. The 
episode has been labeled ―Father Who‖ although in 
truth the title is yet to be revealed – it is worth bearing 
in mind however that Toby Haynes will be directing 

Steven Moffat‘s ―most Christmassy Christmas‖ script; 
Haynes previous directed The Pandorica Opens/The 
Big Bang. The episode will air on Christmas Day (UK) 
and Australia a month later. 
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The Eighth and OnlyThe Eighth and Only  
Paul McGann Interviewed by Manuel Bouw 

TrioCon 2010 ReviewTrioCon 2010 Review  

First Contact 

Interview 

photos, please” at the last second, so I have a nice shot of 

the carpet.  Oh well. 

 Afterwards, I met up with the guys and girls from the 

Club again, said a few nice words, and it was time to leave. 

I‟d just like to thank the Club for letting me interview Paul 

McGann, it really was a fantastic experience!      

[You‘re welcome - The Club] 

 

Okay, now you arrived in Australia on Wednesday, how are 
you enjoying your stay in the country? 
 
 I‘m still finding my feet (chuckles) it‘s a long way. And 
I‘m upside down. Which isn‘t an altogether unpleasant 
sensation, it‘s only when the ground comes up to meet you 
from time to time, it get‘s a bit weird. It‘s kind of taken the 
edges off everything but I‘m really enjoying it. I like 
Melbourne, I‘ve worked here a couple of times before, and 
it‘s a place I like, I enjoy it, it‘s good to be back. 
 
Now, Withnail & I was considered to be a comedic drama, yet 
you do so few comedic roles. Do you prefer comedic or 
largely dramatic roles? 
 
 I think that was the only funny picture I was in, really. 
And yet there were no jokes in it. It was funny because we 
took it seriously.  We acted it straight. So I suppose you 
could argue that I‘ve never been in a comedy. But to answer 
your question, I would like to try comedy, but I‘m under no 
illusions, I‘ve got mates who can do it, and it‘s absolutely true 
what they say, that cliché, comedy being a serious business. 
 
 It‘s absolutely true I‘ve watched these friends who can 
do it, and to see the preparation that they have to undertake 
for it, to see the discipline it needs, I wonder if I‘ve got it at all, 
I don‘t know that I have. I mean, I can tell a joke, but it‘s not 
quite the same.  Actually I was in a tele-series once, which 
was a spoof like ―Airplane!‖, and that was a spoof, and it was 
terrifying. 
 
 I‘m serious, and the atmosphere on the set was 
serious, deeply serious all the time, and I suddenly missed 
straight drama, which is easy. And conversely, I was once in 
a thing with my brothers about the Irish Potato Famine, and 
when the subject matter is so serious, so bleak, conversely 
you have a ball. You have to have a ball. Or if you‘re doing a 
war picture, everybody giggles all the time, you have to, just 
to let off steam. But the opposite is true, if you‘re doing a 
comedy everybody‘s deeply serious. So I think I just 
answered your question, its straight drama for me guys! 
 
Just a few questions about Doctor Who. I‟ve read an old 
interview, where you consider yourself to be the George 
Lazenby of Doctor Who. Now that you‘ve done all of the 
audios, you‘ve added to the role a bit more, does your 
contribution to Doctor Who feel a bit larger then the one 
movie? 
 
 He he he he! Wasn‘t he the Australian, George 
Lazenby? Yeah, he was a one-off thing, a one-off Bond. I‘m 

slowly building my portfolio. It‘s something weird with Doctor 
Who, and until you‘re in it, you don‘t realise. I was Doctor 
Who for six weeks, fifteen years ago, which is unusual, but it 
hardly matters, if it had only been six days, or even one day, 
the effect would‘ve been the same. 
 
 Once you‘re in, you‘re in. You‘re in the Pantheon, 
you‘re on the mountain. I didn‘t realise that when I first 
started. And I‘ve got mates who have done one day on it, one 
of my sons now has been in two of the audios, and he‘s got 
he‘s own Wikipedia page, all of a sudden. 
 
 He‘s names Jake. Jake McGann. He‘s played in a 
couple of the audios, and recently he said ―Dad, I‘ve got a 
Wiki page.‖ so, it begins. He also said to me, just before I 
came out here, he was looking at some Doctor Who stuff, 
and it must‘ve been some thread he was reading, and he 
said ―Dad, apparently they‘re going to de-canonise you‖. 
 
 ―I‘m going to be de-canonised?‖ Well, there you go. 
So this kind of thing goes on without you, you know. But, de-
canonised presumably like the same way that Peter Cushing, 
no-one ever talks about Cushing. You can‘t take it serious, 
but it‘s got this lovely aspect to it. The fandom. The Who-
dom. It‘s beautifully tongue-in-cheek, but it‘s also deadly 
serious. And I love that. But you‘re never quite sure which 
one you‘re getting, or elements of both. I‘ve felt my own 
status, at time to time, to be hanging by a thread. 
 
[Michael - The more audios you do, the more impossible it 
would be for them to de-canonise you.] 
 
 He he he! We‘ll see. We‘ll see. We‘ll see. And you 
know, often, often, more and more often, people are asking, 
in particular in Britain, ―When are you going to turn up on one 
of the new shows?‖ you know, rumour after rumour that 
there‘s going to be Three Doctor gatherings, Four, Five 
Doctor gatherings, you know, ―Why didn‘t we see you in that 
transformation scene?‖ and you know, I don‘t know the 
answers. I don‘t make the rules. Nobody ever calls me. Since 
I walked off the set of the pilot we shot, no-one ever called 
me. No-one from Cardiff.  You know, I do the audios, but 
I‘ve never been invited, never even been approached, to be 
invited to take on. So, that wasn‘t to pre-empt the question 
about it, but potentially one has a status, but one is also apart 
from it. 
 
When you were doing the movie, what impact did you have 
on the role, the development of the character, his look, his 
approach to situations? 
 
 A lot of it was, the look, the image, was really tightly 
controlled. Phillip Segal was, I liked Phillip, it was really his 
energy, his passion for it that got the TV Movie made. It was 
an interregnum, you know, there hadn‘t been anything for six 
or seven years, and it was Phillip. Phillip was very keen. Of 
course, you know, there was a pilot to get the series going, it 
was a serious business, to get it off the ground in North 
America. So things, particularly, the look of it, my image in it, 
the costume, the stuff I wore, the approach that was taken, 
the script itself, was pretty tightly marshaled by Phillip. 

 Saturday March 20th 2010, today is the day I met The Doctor, or rather, 

Paul McGann, the actor of “some role I did for 6 weeks, 14 years ago”. 

Michael Gambon, Kathrine Jenkins and Danny Horn 
have been filming the Christmas special with stars 
Matt Smith and Karen Gillan; Laurence Belcher (Little 
Dorrit) and Leo Bill (Steven Moffat‘s 2007 series 

Jekyll) will appear opposite Matt Smith and Karen 
Gillan as the Doctor and Amy, while Micah Balfour (of 
The Bill) and Pooky Quesnel (Criminal Justice, East 
Enders) will also feature in the festive episode. Bailey 

Pepper (Guess with Jess) will also appear. The 
episode has been labeled ―Father Who‖ although in 
truth the title is yet to be revealed – it is worth bearing 
in mind however that Toby Haynes will be directing 

Steven Moffat‘s ―most Christmassy Christmas‖ script; 
Haynes previous directed The Pandorica Opens/The 
Big Bang. The episode will air on Christmas Day (UK) 
and Australia a month later. 
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Interview 

 So to answer your question, I had no background in 
Doctor Who, I wasn‘t even particularly a Doctor Who fan, that 
is I wasn‘t seeped in it, so I didn‘t know about it really. So I 
pretty much had nothing to offer. Of course, I had my own 
ideas, and Phillip was trying to persuade me to do the role, I 
didn‘t want it in the first place, I thought I was a terrible 
choice. 
 
 Amidst rumours particularly of Eric Idle, you know, 
people you could see doing it, because it was a tradition of 
comics and half-eccentrics, in those days, that was the idea. 
When Phillip called me, I said ―What? There‘s been a 
mistake, why would you want a straight actor like me?‖ 
anyway, he‘d seen something. So we talked about a few 
ideas, but in the normal course of things, you know, ―should 
the series go, we‘ll do it like this‖. 
 
[Michael - What‟s in you comes out anyway, you are still on 
the screen, regardless of how they structured the script and 
what you had to do, its still you as the Doctor. With the 
English and the American, I think you fit well between the 
two, you know, the idea was “let‟s sell it to America” and your 
image and your look fit‟s perfectly.] 
 
 That‘s right, you know, any sort of other-worldliness, 
you have. I agree, looking back on it. You know, I needed 
heavy persuasion at the time, but looking back in that context 
I wasn‘t a bad choice. I wasn‘t the only choice, certainly. But 
perhaps it was the story of the pilot itself, it slightly fell 
between two stools in that the tradition of back home in 
British, the traditionalist, nay purists fans that say ―No, we 
don‘t like it, it looks too expensive, everything looks too solid, 
nothing wobbles.‖ and you know ―where‘s that gone?‖ and in 
America they were slightly mystified, I think, about it. It 
almost happened. It would‘ve been okay, I think, had it have 
gone on. […] 
 
 Eric [Roberts] was very tongue-in-cheek. I thought 
Eric was brilliant. That was more of an American spirit. From 
time to time I think it was a shame that it never went because 
I think it could‘ve. I think the pilot had a particular remit, there 
was even a chase in it, for heaven‘s sake, so there were little 
boxes that they ticked. Big boxes that they ticked. 
 
In “Regeneration” there‟s about 7 scripts, and there‟s about 
50 names and you beat [them all and] your brother to the 
role. 
 
 Apparently so. I didn‘t know at the time, and I have 
three brothers and they‘re all actors, and we never talk about 
it. We vowed. Saves time. So we never talk about and 
conversely I never know what they‘re doing. And unbeknown 
to me, he, Mark, had done an audition, and it was only when 
someone should it to me, that I saw it and said yeah, he did. 
He went for it. 
 
 Curiously [there is] no [sibling rivalry]. In fact, for ten 
years we had the same agent, so that tells you everything. 
We were so different so she could keep us in order, so Mark 
and I going up for the same thing was really unusual. I think it 
was Phillip Segal, I don‘t think he could decide between us. 

 His [Doctor would have been] more forceful. Mark‘s a 
lovely actor, he‘s a heavyweight role. I think he was more like 
Eric Roberts. You‘d worry about him when he‘s on screen. 
 
Okay, fast forward to Queen Of The Damned, which was 
shot here in Melbourne, and Werribee, and St Albans, and 
some location shots in LA, but… can you tell us about your 
time on the shoot? 
 
I just did a week here and I rarely see things. My kids loved 
it. And I gather it was quite an ill story. One of my sons loves 
it; he loves the music in it, he‘s a musician, and both my two 
sons were in to the Anne Rice books at the time, and I‘m 
telling you what my kids say, and they said that some of it 
worked and some of it didn‘t, but that must be just because 
they‘ve read some of the books. 
 
 One of them said it wasn‘t so faithful to the books. I 
liked working with everyone, but I was hardly on it, I don‘t 
remember so much about it. Except for that lovely kid, 
Aaliyah, who didn‘t live so long. Sweet kid, she was. Just 
lovely, and unaffected, talented. 
 
Now, onto Tripping Over… This was an Australian/British co-
production, what types of situations arose having the two 
productions? 
 
 Well, in that we shot both in London and in 
Melbourne, of course the two teams, they rarely meet. I have 
to say I enjoyed the Melbourne shoot a lot more then I 
enjoyed the London shoot. Also they were in Thailand for a 
bit, I‘m sorry I missed that. 
 
 I thought it was easy. It was never contentious 
between the two, I think our relationship was good. It was 
easy going. I was a good one to work on, and it‘s a shame it 
didn‘t go on. I was never quite sure, it was probably money. 
I‘m not quite sure what that wasn‘t picked up, that had legs, 
that one. It was unpretentious. 
 
[Michael - There were two sides. With some of the drama 
shot here in Australia, they‟re not popular here, but they keep 
being made because they sell to the UK. And having both 
sides, it would‟ve been perfect. It must‟ve been money at the 
time, because that series was really fantastic… It dragged us 
in.] 
 
I think it showed promise. It was the first time, aside from 
Queen Of The Damned, that I worked with Australian actors. 
It was a real eye opener. Australian actors are great, they‘re 
underrated I think. They‘re like Scottish actors, in that they‘re 
big hearted. Gritty. I like them. No nonsense. Just really 
good, they look you in the eye, and they tell you the truth, I 
enjoy that. I‘d like to work here again. 
 
―I tell you man, I‘ve been in some funny ones.‖ 
 
So moving forward, to Lesbian Vampire Killers… You played 
it straight. I watched it again over the weekend, and I just 
forgot how funny it was, good script, good production 
values… 

Paul McGann Interviewed by Manuel Bouw 

The Eighth and OnlyThe Eighth and Only  
Paul McGann Interviewed by Manuel Bouw 

The Revisitations Extras set will consist of three 
previously released stories taken from remastered 
and restored prints and with updated extras. On The 
Talons of Weng-Chiang, spread across three discs 

new features include: The Last Hurrah a new 
documentary where producer Philip Hinchliffe visits 
Tom Baker at his home to discuss their final story 
together, Moving On where Hinchliffe talks about 

what he envisaged for the series had he stayed as 
producer, The Foe from the Future, a look at the 
original story which eventually became The Talons of 
Weng Chiang, Now and Then, a tour of the locations 

used in the story, Look East with Tom Baker 
interviewed, and finally Whose Doctor Who, 
presented by Melvyn Bragg - As included on the 
original release. Turn over for more Revisitations... 
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Paul McGann Interviewed by Manuel Bouw 

First Contact 

Interview 

 

 I had a blind spot for that one. You‘re obviously 
puerile… It was just for you. [Smiles] 
 
Bouw: I enjoyed it. 
 
 My kids are 28, 29 years old and they loved it. But if 
you‘re slightly older then it just goes over your head. I liked 
that one because those kids, they rang me up and said 
―C‘mon be in it, we start Monday.‖  That never happens. 
You have to audition for it, read it. They said ―Come down‖ 
and I said Okay. People want you, and they want to work 
with it, it‘s great. It was a hoot. 

 
[Unfortunately, it was savaged by the critics. Subsequently, 
it did really poorly at the box office, which is a shame, 
because it‟s such a good fun film.] 

 
 Savaged. I think that they were, these boys, it was 
their turn to get a dig. They had a real good run these boys. 
It‘s the tall poppy thing, maybe it‘s the same in Australia. 

 
 Then it‘s the same everywhere. It‘s a shame, you 
know. These kids had been on a real role, and people had 
decided you know, your turn for the chop. And they let them 
have it. When I was working with them, the shoot was about 
six weeks, and good case in point, I was amazed, because 
they‘re full on comedians, and they had a script and a 
blueprint, but these kids were about to, with a full crew 
around, you‘d be doing a scene, they they‘d be ―Stop, stop,‖ 
and they‘d ask ―Is this funny?‖ and someone would say 
―No‖ and they‘d say ―Ditch this,‖ and ―Ditch that,‖.   
  
 Normally when you‘d do stuff, the scripts the script 
and you‘d get in and say it and get out. But they changed 
things on the spot, they re-worked stuff on the spot, they 
made things up on the spot. It‘s only when you see people 
do that, on the floor, on the day, you can‘t help but admire 
them. Even if you don‘t like it, you say ―Gees that takes 
nerve.‖ So fair point to them. That kind of working is really 
hit and miss, but when they hit, it really works. And then 
they get a kicking. But I‘m sure they can take it. 
 
 Yeah, but for me it was just, you know, play it 
straight.  So no-one trusts me to tell a joke. 

 
Well then, what are your plans for the future, where do you 
see your career going? What do you aspire to do in the 
future? 

 
I need to keep going. When you work as an actor, I‘ve been 
for nearly 30 years now, I‘ve raised the family, stayed in 
work, you know what, that‘s as good as it gets, anything 
else is gravy. Every now and again you get some nice gig, 
and then you sit on your ass for six weeks, three months, 
half a year. It looks like you plan things, it one of those 
careers that builds behind you, and you sit in situations like 
this and you look at your CV and it looks like you planned it, 
but of course, you never did. 
 

 Things just come down the line and you do them and 
sometimes you look really clever. But you can‘t have any 
plans. But that would suggest that the whole thing was 
somehow stable and sensible, but it isn‘t. But I just want to 
state that I still like doing it. Thing is you grow old doing it, 
so, I was watching Withnail last night and that was 25 years 
ago, so you see yourself as a kid, and I‘m 50 now, and it‘s 
like looking at holiday snaps. And even things that you 
hated watching and you‘d never watch at the time, the 
distance between it has softened and you think ―Oh go on, 
yeah I‘ll watch it,‖ or ―Oh god yeah I remember that day‖ 
and you look more kindly on things. 
 
 [It‘s not as embarrassing] and sometimes it‘s actually 
quite good, you know, you‘re a bit kinder on yourself. But, I 
don‘t know. Things are getting interesting. I started playing 
dad‘s 10 years ago. I played my first Grandfather 3 years 
ago. For real, played a granddad. So things are changing, 
the roles, the potential for roles. I think as you get older it 
gets easier. There‘s always dads and grandads and in a 
sense the pressure disappears, to be the huge lead, the 
handsome boy, that‘s gone now. So hopefully things will 
ease a little bit. 
 
 I do a lot of voice work; [I] love it, yeah. It‘s great. 
You can wear your own clothes. Love that; it‘s a challenge. 
Also on the radio you get offered to do thing you‘d never do 
in the visual medium.  Two weeks ago I was doing 
―Othello‖, on the radio. But, you know, whatever. It‘s just, 
it‘s great. You can play old fellas, young kids, yeah I enjoy 
it. I like the voice work.  
 
 I keep journals, I write little scraps. I don‘t write 
seriously, no. I‘m married to a writer. My brother‘s a writer. 
Writers in the family. I see what it takes, I‘m under no 
illusions whatsoever. If I ever decided to write seriously I 
wouldn‘t be under any illusion as to what it takes. I see the 
work that they put in. I‘m also used to seeing people, 
among actors for example, who imagine that they‘ll do 
some writing now. It ain‘t so easy. It ain‘t so easy. 
 
 I like the idea of [journals into a biography]. I like 
good writing. I read a lot. I can discern good writing from 
bad. I know a good script from a bad one. Of course it 
doesn‘t necessarily follow that you can do it yourself. But 
one day I may try it, you know. But I‘d have to start at the 
beginning and I‘d need time. And I think, again, living with 
writers, I could accept if somebody said ―You know what, 
don‘t bother, I‘ve just read it, it‘s shit.‖ I could take it. I could 
accept it. 
 
 [Matt Smith is] ready, he‘s prepared.  This kid takes 
five, six, seven, eight takes, and the crew have got to get 
used to that, but they‘re saying ―on the eighth take, 
sometimes it‘s the fifth or six, you get something 
extraordinary‖ so they‘re getting used to the idea that he‘s 
worth waiting for. 
 

[Transcribed by Manuel; Edited by Ian for spacing] 
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Weng Chiang, Now and Then, a tour of the locations 
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Paul McGann in Melbourne 2010 

Live At The AstorLive At The Astor  
Paul McGann in Melbourne 2010 

McGann  

Report 

As for the two disc re-release of The Caves of 
Androzani, the features include: Chain Reaction, a 
look back at the making of the story, Directing Who: 
Then and Now - Graeme Harper talks about the 

changes in TV Production since he made this story, 
Archive footage from The Russell Harty Show 
featuring an interview with Peter Davison and Colin 
Baker. 

As for the two discs of The Television Movie, they 
include a new commentary featuring Sylvester McCoy 
and Paul McGann, The Seven Year Hitch, looking at 
the seven year quest to get this story made,  

 
The Wilderness Years, looking at how the show was 
kept alive during the hiatus between the end of Series 
26 and TV Movie Who, Blue Peter 1989-2009, PTO > 

Recent Events: Paul McGann at Astor Theatre 
    
To put into words, what a special night this was is 
one thing, to say how it felt was another thing. There 
are many things that made it a wonderful night. So 
without further ado, lets reflect on that fateful night: 
 
On Friday 19th March 2010, I was headed by train 
into the Astor Theatre. Finally this night had arrived, 
which I had been looking forward to for quite some 
time, the chance to meet another person who had 
played a Doctor in Doctor Who, a chance in a life-
time which could not be missed at this fine old  
theatre, an experience in itself. 
 
After many times going to the Astor Theatre for films 
that usually I was interested in, including superhero 
movies and others that I would like, here was also a 
chance to see a film that I had seen once, which I 
had mixed feelings on. That film is of course, 
"Withnail and I" which for Paul McGann was the first 
movie he starred in, as well as Richard E Grant, 
who was the Doctor in a comedy spoof with Rowan 
Atkinson, Joanna Lumley, Jim Broadbent and Hugh 
Grant which was, of course, brilliantly funny. "The 
Curse of Fatal Death" written by Steven Moffett, who 
had written comedy in four seasons of "Coupling" 
and of course  is now Doctor Who head writer,  
taking over from Russell T Davies. 
 

Anyway, back to the night at hand. I went through 
South Yarra to change over for a train down to Win-
dsor Station. Arriving at around 6:30, a small crowd 
was already building, waiting in anticipation of what 
was happening that night at the Astor Theatre. Fi-
nally around 7:00, the moment had arrived as they 
opened the glass doors to the ticket booth out the 
front. These special events cost a bit extra, having 
been to see Stanley Kubrick's "2001: A Space Od-
yssey" with two stars - Keir Dullen and Gary Lock-
wood in 2007. $26 to get in, reasonable enough for 
an event such as this. 
 
After purchasing a ticket, I walked into the foyer 
noticing the man himself, Mr. Paul McGann, talking 
to a couple of people. I also noticed Scott Liston and 
co. with First Contact Conventions in participation. I 
proceeded up the stairs to the first floor to chill out 
and take in the atmosphere. 
 
I sat down in the comfy chairs, and had a look at 
what selection of items had been put together over 
the past couple of days, lots of them "Doctor Who: 
The Movie" related of course - including the Noveli-
zation, Regeneration, DVD of the original release, 
promotional soundtrack, a few Doctor Who maga-
zines with "Big Finish" on the back or inside. "The 
Doctor Down Under" which I reviewed last time in 
Sonic Screwdriver, "Zagreus - 40th Anniversary Big 
Finish" that I had won in a Doctor Who Club of  
Victoria raffle. 
 

Two gentlemen sat in front of where I was sitting 
and I spoke to them briefly about Withnail as well as 
about Paul McGann, Doctor Who and that I had to 
choose an item to get autographed (they said "good 
luck with that"). 
 

I went over to look down onto the bottom foyer to 
see Scott and co. setting up further, so decided to 
go down and say hello. Downstairs, I first said hi to 
Scott, Ange and a guy called Ricky who I got chat-
ting to. We said "long time, no see", shook hands 
and talked about fandom and still being with Kristen 
who we met at Austrek, which Ricky, Ange and 
Scott are involved with. On work in security which 
Ricky had been in and the image of it, that he is a 
second hand dealer, now in retail. And of course 
about Withnail and I and Paul McGann. Also spoke 
to Ange as well and mentioned proposing to Kristen 
in just over a month as had just gotten an engage-
ment ring which was May 7th, our one year anniver-
sary, the day Star Trek X came out and had an 
IMAX screening. 
 

After a while as people were lining up to see Paul 
and get an autograph for $25 each. On the table as 
before was a selection of photos, Scott remarked 
"these aren't all the photos, there will be more pho-
tos tomorrow at the convention, we're saving the 
best ones for tomorrow". Of course that is Triocon 
which having lost Kane Hodder could have been 
Duocon. Having lost a person they stuck with the 
name anyway which I had remarked to Ricky earlier 
too. A woman also had wanted to get a photo, she 
ended up with a Withnail and I photos of both Paul 
and Richard. She was also a well dressed, middle 
aged woman and well spoken. 
 

So the moment had almost arrived to meet Paul 
despite the over-emphasis on making money on this 
special event, Paul seemed fairly relaxed which was 
good. A gentleman just ahead of me got "Monocled 
Mutineer" signed.  
          

Then finally the moment had arrived to meet Paul 
McGann, one of four McGann brothers including 
Mark who had auditioned for Doctor Who the Movie, 
which ironically went to his brother Paul. Which 
ironically was the item I chose to get signed, and a 
picture of Mark's audition in the hardcover version of 
"Doctor Who Regeneration" by Gary Russell with 
Philip Segal. Gary had signed it years ago at our 
night with him at that comedy night at a bar/pub at 
our DWCV event in 2004. 
 

I said hi, we shook hands, said "nice to meet you". 
He signed away, I had the novel of the movie also 
which the woman volunteering at First Contact said 
only one thing could be signed after handing her the 
token. I asked Paul "how are you enjoying Australia 
so far?" He said that he loved Australia and that 
he'd been to Melbourne 3 times before because of 
work. "Even worked and passed by the Astor down 
the street" or words to that effect.  



 

 

 

  

11 

 

 

 | McGann Double Edition |  September 2010 |  

Then said that I would see him tomorrow at the 
convention (I had meant to go at the time but couldn't 
make it). We shook hands, "nice to meet you and 
see you tomorrow". He was really nice and 
forthcoming. After I went back upstairs to chill out in 
a single chair. Again looking over the promenade to 
the foyer below, noticing others getting things signed 
and getting a photo taken. So I turned to someone 
and said that I could have got a photo taken, as 
people are getting things signed and getting a photo 
as well. So I might as well go back and ask that I 
could get a photo, which the guy agreed. So I went 
back down, waiting a bit, getting Ange to take the 
photo after explaining that I didn't realise I could 
have got a photo taken, which I did with the mobile 
cell phone. 
 

So went back upstairs until around 8:00 when they 
were opening up the cinema for the film. Decided to 
go downstairs for a change, as they usually open the 
bottom for special occasions. Went right up the front 
on the left, the place was pretty full downstairs 
already and filling up. Sat there and lapped up the 
atmosphere. 
 
Finally around 8:30, and older middle aged elderly 
man with white hair, a beard possibly, casual shirt, 
no tie, nice leather shoes introduced himself (can't 
remember his name). He was some sort of journalist/
critic/writer. He spoke well, introducing Withnail and I 
as a favorite film because of a man who was better 
known as a musician, George Harrison of The 
Beatles fame, of Handmade Films including one of 
the old favorites "Monty Python". Of course ultimately 
he spoke of Paul McGann as the crown went wild 
with applause as Paul came from the right onto the 
stage via a few stairs, he was still rather relaxed. 
 
What followed was a good, relaxed spontaneous 
interview about Withnail and I, George Harrison, and 
Bruce Robinson. The man interviewing him 
expressed enthusiasm on what he loved about the 
film to Paul which was responded accordingly with 
some nice tales, anecdotes on how it being based on 
real life in some way, on Bruce Robinson's 
experience with his friend that is part of the 
inspiration of an amalgamation of people in real life 
to make a fictional story based loosely on Bruce & co 
being unemployed actors in 1960s London. 
             
The Q&A was a nice bonus as people asked 
questions on all things Withnail and I including on the 
Richards - Richard E Grant and Richard Griffiths who 
is based on Italian director Franco Zeffirelli who 
wanted a young Bruce Robinson, a future director. 
The Astor staff were running around in their red vests 
with microphones and even I was hoping to ask a 
question though missed out. There was a break then 
more Q&A when it seemed only upstairs were asking 
questions now, as voices could be heard asking 
more interesting questions. It's a shame Paul is stuck 
doing these occasions being a fine actor from 
Liverpool he has so much more potential.  

 

He came back on to introduce the film which was so 
much fun, even if I couldn't hear all the goodness, 
having to listen closer. It is so well written with some, 
so many one liners, the most of any movie 
apparently, with some good rock tunes including Jimi 
Hendrix, The Who and so forth. Withnail: "I'm a fully 
trained actor reduced to the status of a bum" is an 
example of Richard E Grant's humour. And their 
hippy friend in their apartment at the start, to the 
English country and then his great, funny lead-in to 
Whitnail's soliloquy from Hamlet which is a great 
finale. The movie came from the novelization, the 
book, an autobiography of Bruce Robinson, I learnt 
that night, is worth reading and is  recommended. 
The DVD comes in the original 1 Disc DVD (from the 
Video) and Blu-ray 2-disc special edition with all the 
extras including commentaries and behind the 
scenes and 3 Disc Deluxe Steel Case edition come 
recommended (note there are 2 editions of DVD, the 
M and MA versions) 
                        
They were filming that night too, so hopefully, they 

will post the footage on the Astor Theatre website at 

www.astor-theatre.com,  even some photos would be 

nice there too! Like they did with the 2001: A Space 

Odyssey night with Keir Dullea and Gary Lockwood 

for example with links to YouTube to view them on 

as well.   

 

Overall, it was a great chance to meet Paul McGann 

and everyone who had met him would agree. It 

wasn't quite the audience to ask a Doctor Who 

question, it felt like arty-film people that night. As I 

went out the double doors downstairs, I ran into the 

longest serving president of DWCV, Peter Rosace 

and one of the members Paul Denny who has 

recently been seen in the ABC show "Lowdown". It 

was great to see both of them again. After catching 

up we went to another member and former secretary, 

Andy Swan's place after.  

A great night of spontaneous fun and a memorable 

Friday night. And so it ends! 

Paul McGann in Melbourne 2010 
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Then and Now - Graeme Harper talks about the 
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Judith: Right…  Michael: Sit in, Manuel. 
 

Judith: Oh good, I‘m glad you guys are 
here, a bit of moral support. I‘ve never 
interviewed anyone in my life. 
 

Michael: No no, you had a lot to do with 
Enterprise. 
 

Judith: I‘m very fond of Enterprise. 
 

Michael: And you‘ve met Dominic before, 
and you‘ve stalked Connor before. 
 

Dominic: Ha ha! 
 

Michael: You‘re the perfect person to 
interview Dominic. 
 

Judith: It should‘ve been Brent Spiner. 
 

Dominic: Brent. Living in a ****ing 
$12million house in Malibu. 
 

Judith: Who does? 
 

Dominic: Brent Spiner! 
 

Judith: Does he, Malibu, is it? 
 

Dominic: He made so much money on, I 
think it was Nemesis. It was either 
Nemesis or the one before. Yeah, lives in 
Malibu. He held out for the big cash on 
one of those movies, he wouldn‘t do it, 
and he took ‗em to the brink. And he won. 
God bless him. 
 

Michael: Blimey. 
 

Judith: He stitched Paramount up, did 
he? 
 

Dominic: I think I‘m right in saying, I think 
they paid Patrick Stewart something like 
$12 to $18 million to do Nemesis… Yep. 
It tanked, of course. And Brent held out 
for a good wodge of that. He‘s like ―well 
I‘m not the Captain, but I‘m bloody close 
to it‖ so they said ―We‘ll do it without you,‖ 
and he said ―Go ahead, make the movie 
without me, good luck with it.‖ 
 

Michael: That‘s great. 

 

Dominic: He played them. 
 

Manuel: Every actor‘s dream. 
 

Dominic: And he made his money.  You 
gotta have the balls to do it, though. ―You 
know what? Make it without me, and I 
won‘t take my $3 mill‖, you know.  
 

Michael: That‘s really interesting. I like 
that one. Any other inside stories? 
 
Dominic: I‘ve got plenty. You‘ve gotta ask 
me. Ha ha ha ha! 
 

Michael: Okay, dish some dirt on Connor. 
 
Dominic: Connor, he‘s a lovely bloke. We 
still see each other from time to time. We 
used to live right round the corner from 
each other, but he had a baby, who‘s all 
grown now a bit. 
 
Judith: Got to be about 4. 
 
Dominic: 4, coming up on 5 now, I‘d say. 
Anyway, it all got ―Get ready for 
Schooling‖ time, and the trouble is you 
can‘t send your kid to school in 
Hollywood unless you‘ve got buckets of 
cash, so they had to move, they went 
over to Studio C, where there are good 
schools. So I don‘t get to see him quite so 
much. I thought I was going to see him on 
this trip, but unfortunately not. 
 
Judith: I guess the dates just were out of 
whack. 
 
Dominic: I think it was Vegas, 2 years 
ago, where this bloke came up to the 
mike, with me and Connor on stage, he 
was an Aussie, and ―I don‘t know if you 
remember me, but…‖ 
 
Judith: That‘d be Arthur from Sydney. 
 
Dominic: Arthur? He said ―The last time I 
met you guys I was wearing a wig and a 
short skirt.‖ And I remembered, he was 
this cross-dresser, from Sydney, called 
Arthur! God bless him, yeah. We went 

around in a catamaran, it was when they 
were shooting Trekkies 2, and Denise 
Crosby was there, me, John Billingsley… 
anyway, he was a mean drag queen, I 
mean quite mean actually. That night, 
and a couple of drinks inside her, she got 
meaner and meaner, anyway she goes ―I 
haven‘t really got a question for you 
Dominic, but Connor, do you remember 
those little blue Star Fleet knickers you 
wore in the decon chamber scene?‖ 
 
Michael & Dominic: Ha ha ha! 
 
Dominic: Connor goes, ―No‖. 
 
Michael: Well, we do. 
 
Dominic: He said ―Well, I remember 
them. Do you ever wonder what 
happened to those little blue skivvies you 
wore?‖ and he goes ―Nah‖. And he goes 
―Well I do… cos I‘m wearing them‖. 
 
Michael: Oh my god! Were you there? 
 

Judith: I was there. 
 
Dominic: I had her **** up on stage, 
couldn‘t get her up quick enough. She 
dropped them, and sure enough she‘s 
wearing the skivvies. And I just signed 
the back of his bum, but I wish I put 
―Dominic Keating was here‖. 
 
Michael: Ha ha ha ha! 
 

Dominic: There you go. But I did. Connor 
might have signed. 
 
Michael: That‘s brilliant. 
 

Judith: No he didn‘t, it was just your 
signature. 
 

Dominic: It was just me, was it? Yeah. 
 
Judith: Poor Connor. 
 
Dominic: Dear, dear Arthur, I have a 
feeling he might be there. 
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As part of Tricon 2010 we welcomed Dominic Keating, star of Star Trek Enterprise, to Melbourne.  
We were fortunate to have the chance to interview him.  As a major Trekkie, featured in interna-

tional DVDs, Dominic and Judith McGinness were like old friends.   
This is the resulting conversation… 

First Contact 

Interview 

the final part of the documentary looking at the 
special link between the two programs Doctor Who 
and Blue Peter, Stripped for Action, the eighth Doctor 
in Comic Strip, and Tomorrows Times, how the short 

reign of the Eighth Doctor was reported by the press 
at the time. 

 As for the 2010 Series release, the extras 
include additional scenes: Meanwhile in the TARDIS, 

written by Steven Moffat and featuring Matt Smith & 
Karen Gillan, telling the story of what happens 
between episodes, Monster Files - The Monster Files 
will get under the skin and inside the minds of the 

latest Doctor's most challenging opponents. Outtakes, 
In-vision commentaries, Video Diary, Confidential Cut 
Downs, and BBC Trails and Promos to New Series 5. 
The DVD is released on the 8th of November!!!    IAC 
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Michael: Can you get a photo of that for 
us? 
 

Judith: I‘ve probably got one of Connor, 
yeah. 
 
Michael: You do your questions, darling, 
leave us out of it. 
 

Judith: Right, now your involvement with 
Sci Fi, they might like to know a little 
about Enterprise and Heroes specifically. 
 

Dominic: Alight, um, Heroes, we were 
meant to do, like, 15 episodes of that 
season, but the guy who played my Mob 
Boss, Holt, went head to head with one 
of the producers, writers, about one line 
in one scene, and (clicks fingers) we got 
clipped the next week. All done. I was 
mad at him for that. 
 

Michael: Really? So it was that quick? 
 

Dominic: Um (looks at a caterer in the 
room), that lady was on the bus with us 
yesterday, how about that? I‘ve got a 
good memory for faces. Um. Ah, yeah we 
got clipped. Those producers, you don‘t 
want to upset them, particularly when 
they‘ve got a hit show. 
 

Judith: Oh well, they picked the right 
person with the Irish accent then. 
 

Dominic: They did. I think I pretended I 
was from Dublin, for the audition. They‘re 
all about that. 
 

Judith: They wouldn‘t know where 
Dundorf was. 
 
Dominic: No, exactly. (American accent) 
―Where exactly are you from, Dominic?‖ 
Uh, I‘m from Dublin, just off the boat. 
 

Michael: Ha ha, it worked. 
 

Dominic: Yeah, but it was fun. I met a 
nice girl, Katie Carr, and um, yeah, that‘s 
enough about Heroes. To be honest with 
you, I watched that second season, I 
watched the first six episodes I was in, 
and I was like ―What is this about, 
really?‖ Seriously speaking, if you 
thought Lost was rubbish… 
 

Michael: Ha ha ha ha! Sorry, but I agree. 
 

Dominic: What the hell is this about?! It 
really was just pants. Pants! What else 
did you want to know? 
 

Judith: Okay, have you ever watched 
Doctor Who? 
 

Dominic: Oh yeah, course, grew up with 
it. Patrick Troughton, way back, when I‘d 
hide behind the sofa, when I was 6 or 
something, and the I guess Jon Pertwee 
was my, um, just prior to adolescence, 
the real memory of Doctor Who was Jon 
Pertwee. And then I kind of, after that, I 
don‘t suppose I really followed it after 
that, trying to think it through. I watched 
Chris Eccleston do his version, you could 
see in his face ―Oh dear, this isn‘t 
working, is it?‖ 
 

Michael: Ha ha ha ha! 
 

Dominic: Sorry Chris. 
 

Michael: No, it‘s interesting. One year. 
 

Dominic: I tell you what, as an actor, this 
is the sort of fodder that‘s my bread and 
butter, and Chris is used to doing movies, 
and even by English standards, you get 
several takes, you get time to talk about 
a scene, and you don‘t do that, certainly 
not on British television. You might get a 
little bit more time on an American show, 
but they‘ve got a lot more money. But 
when you see the production value, 
Chris‘ Doctor Who, its tough stuff. It‘s not 
easy to pull it off. Not every actor can do 
it. But I wasn‘t surprised that he didn‘t go 
back and do a second season. 
 

Michael: And then he ended up on 
Heroes anyway. 
 

Dominic: He did, yes he did, and he‘s 
carved out a very nice career, of course, 
in California. What did I see him as? Just 
recently. Oh, Amelia, the Earhart Story, 
he‘s the co-pilot. A pretty good American 
accent. But it‘s remindful, um, God bless 
David Tennant, cause it‘s not easy. I‘ve 
actually seen his version and you know 
what? What he can bring to it, as David 
Tennant, works, you know? That wacky, 
slightly over-the-top-ness. 
 

Michael: And I think Matt Smith‘s going to 
do a good job. 
 

Dominic: He‘s the new chap, is he? 
 

Michael: Yeah. 
 

Dominic: Right, don‘t really know him, 
having not seen him, so… 
 

Michael: Worth watching. Any other 

questions? Just one more. 
 

Judith: Have you actually ever met any 
other Doctors, have you met Christopher 
Eccleston? 
 

Dominic: No, I‘ve never met Chris. 
 

Judith: Have you met any Doctors at all? 
 

Dominic: Not on TV, darling. Ha ha ha 
ha! 
 
Judith: If there is one, which one would 
you like to meet, living or dead? 
 

Dominic: Um, I think probably Jon 
Pertwee. I know his son, actually, Sean, 
I‘ve known over the years. Um, yeah, 
Worzel Gummidge. 
 

Judith: He was filming Worzel Gummidge 
here, in New Zealand actually, in 1980, 
and there was a convention up in Sydney 
at the time, and our club had only been 
going about 6 months or something, and 
4 of us drove up to Sydney to see Jon 
Pertwee for the weekend, and he was an 
absolute gentleman. 
 
Dominic: Yeah, he was an actor‘s actor. 
 

Michael: So what‘s next, Dom? 
 
Dominic: Um, I just did a CSI New York, 
and I‘m waiting to hear, knock woods, on 
a Michael Mann movie, which is getting 
quite close. It‘s been a tough couple of 
years, actually, that Writers Strike really 
knocked Hollywood down, and then the 
actors, we weren‘t sure if we were going 
to strike, SAG screwed up the 
negotiations, it dragged on. And it was a 
big squeeze, a lot of film actors that only 
do movies, hadn‘t worked in 18 months, 
and I was going for guest star stuff, which 
is, you know, my bread and butter, in 
between getting another series regular. 
Well, they were famous faces at 
auditions, and, if he‘s here, and you can 
get him for the same money as me, well, 
what am I doing here? So it was 
definitely, there was a squeeze on. I went 
back to England a did a couple of gigs, 
the first time I‘d worked back home in 15 
years, that was an eye-opener. Ha ha. 
You do your own stand-in work. But you 
can drink at lunch time, and no-one bats 
and eyelid. 
 

Michael: Thank you, sir. 
 

Dominic: Pleasure! 
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Convention  

Report 

 The convention was is a big estate about 30 
minutes drive out of London. I hired a car and it 
was 30 minutes drive from Heathrow airport. I flew 
in Thursday and the convention started Friday 
night. This meant I had the whole of Friday to go 
around London. First stop - The Who Shop! 
 I drove to the Who Shop first thing Friday, 
but it didn't open till 10am, so had to hang around 
45 minutes before it opened. The shop was much 
bigger than I thought it would be and has expanded 
since they moved. They only had a couple of items 
that I wanted and everything I was interested in 
was 'only on display' which is a bit annoying. But 
still the owners were lovely and bent over 
backwards to be nice and helpful. 
 The most interesting part about my visit to 
the Who Shop was easily the Props and Costumes 
Museum they have out the back. They had just 
added to it from the recent Bonham's Auction so 
lots of props were out of their cases as they were 
rearranging the display. There are some 
reproductions, like the five full size Daleks they 
have, but it was great to see such original things 
like the Metebelis Three crystal, the Matrix crown, 
the Hand Of Fear and many other instantly 
noticeable things. There were costumes that dated 
right back to Marco Polo and the Crusade (the 
stories - not the historical events) and were as 
recent as Captain Jack‘s coat and the Empty Child 
gas mask. So very exciting. My favourite thing there 
was the Yeti. I think I'm more cuddly though! 
 I spent about three hours chatting in the 
shop and it was only as I was leaving that other 
customers came in. It was a very enjoyable 
morning. They were nice enough to let me use the 
shops car space to leave the car and catch a train 
into London, so I didn't have to drive.  
 First stop in London was the Sherlock 
Homes Museum. I'm a big fan of the books and 
various adaptations so wanted to see the Museum. 
It was a little small but stuffed to the gills with 
interesting stuff. I liked that they had props from the 
Jeremy Brett Series on display and as part of the 
dioramas. 
 Next stop was Forbidden Planet. Nothing 
too exciting here... No McCoy figures! Ah well 

probably saved me having to pay for excess 
baggage as when I came back my bag was a kilo 
over the limit but they let me off. I did pick up a 
POM Tom to get signed the next day and they had 
plenty of them left. I also got the latest issue of SFX 
Mag with the 3D Cover. Thanks to the placement of 
Matt Smiths head a couple of friends have 
commented on why I'm buying 'SEX' magazine! 
 The rest of the day was spent shopping and 
sight seeing. I returned to the hotel around 5pm 
and then went across to the estate (where the 
convention was being held and registered); the old 
estate  reminded me of going to Longleat years 
ago. It wasn't as big or touristy - but it was a great 
location for a convention. I stayed at a hotel across 
from the center, which had newer rooms and was 
cheaper!  
 So, I went and registered and got my 
convention goodies and program. There was a 
champagne reception that night that I skipped as I 
was too tired and it was just the opening ceremony. 
I bought a few things in the merchandise room and 
spent an hour chatting to other fans, then I went 
back to my hotel to plan what I was going to do the 
next day. 
 The program for the weekend was pretty 
packed and there was always something to do. 
Ideally I wanted to catch all the stage talks, all the 
photo sessions and all the autograph opportunities. 
The first day was easier to plan than the second as 
not as many things clashed. 
 I got there early and was in the second row 
for Paul McGann and Janet Fielding talk. It was a 
full house with about 600 people there. Janet was 
Paul's manager for the time he was the Doctor and 
they had a great rapport. Janet and Paul were more 
like friends than Janet and Peter, who behaved like 
the 5th Doctor and Tegan - but older! As those who 
just saw Paul would know he is a great speaker 
and very open about his time on the series. I raced 
from the stage talk to the Paul McGann photo 
opportunity. I was near the front of the queue so 
went straight from this to the Tom Baker signing.  
 Tom Baker is mad! I'm not sure if he puts it 
on for conventions or is genuinely mad as a box of 
frogs! He was a very nice and approachable person 

 I went to the Time Quest convention in the UK last week. It was an amazing event and hosted all five 
living classic series Doctors. I nearly didn't/wasn't allowed to go, but I'm so glad I did. It was amazing. It was a 
flying visit as one of the rules conditional of me going was I wasn't going over to have a UK holiday (if I was 

going to do that my wife wanted to go as well and it wouldn't have worked). 
  

My wife is kind of used to these crazy flights of fancy as over the years she has had to put up with, 'I think I'm 
going to fly to the US to see 'The Phantom Menace' a few weeks early', 'I think I'm going to fly to the UK to see 
the reformed Duran Duran', 'I think I'm going to follow Duran Duran around Australia', 'I think I'm going to go to 

San Diego Comic Con as 'X' (fill in applicable genre personality) is going to be there this year'. 
  

So when I said I think I'm going to go to the UK for a Doctor Who convention as four of the Doctors are going 
to be there - she wasn't surprised. I ultimately decided not to go as the cost was just a little to much to justify it. 

Then about six weeks before the convention they also announced that Tom Baker would attend. So when I 
went back to Tennille and said, 'you know that convention that had four Doctors? - well it now has all five clas-

sic series Doctors', she just said, 'I guess you are going to go then'. It just means I owe her big time. 
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though. He made sure he chatted with everyone in 
the queue and seemed to be having a good time. I 
got a few things autographed and when I asked him 
to sign the book he stopped and read all the 
autographs. He commented that Robert Holmes 
was his favourite writer and that he hadn't seen his 
autograph in any books before. He then asked if I 
had all the Doctors. I said I had them all but William 
Hartnell. He looked thoughtful then said, ―you know 
someone was telling me that the Doctors are dying 
in order! That means I'm next!‖ I said, ―well you've 
never been one to follow convention have you 
Tom?‖ to which he let out a loud bellowing laugh 
and said ―I'll out live them all!‖  So that was my 
short interaction with Tom. 
 I went out of his signing room into Peter 
Davison‘s. Peter was sitting by himself with no 
queue at all and so I walked up and got the Time 
Crash figure signed. I said to him, 'I had dinner with 
you a year ago this weekend'. He looked at me 
blankly, and I said, 'in Melbourne'. Then he looked 
puzzled and said, 'was that a year ago? I've been 
telling people I went to Australia a few months ago!' 
 I chatted with him about his holiday here and 
said I was seeing him on Monday in the ―Legally 
Blonde‖ stage play in the West End which he is 
starring in.  I said I was going on the strength of a 
clip of him dancing on the online trailer - he is really 
awkward looking on it. He laughed. I said I bet it 
took all his acting skills to dance that awkward 
looking. He laughed again and said don't expect 
him to dance in the show, he doesn't! That was 
specially filmed for the internet. He said he'd keep 
an eye out for me and hoped I enjoyed the play. 
After I chatted with Peter, I went and got my photo 
with Janet Fielding, then saw her stage talk. Got 
the photo with Lucy Benjamin (young Nyssa from 
Mawdryn Undead) at the end of it but missed Sian 
Pattenden (young Tegan from Mawdryn Undead) 
Then I had lunch. 
 After lunch I was first in line for the group 
photo shoot, then went straight to the back of the 
line to be first for the Tom Baker photo shoot, this 
meant I could then be first waiting to get into the 
room for Tom's talk and was front row for that. I 
stayed in the conference hall after Tom finished 
and watched the Big Finish Talk. This had Nick 
Briggs and Rob Sherman as well as others involved 
with the production of the audios. I was more 
interested in the discussion of the new series, but I 
think the exclusive news from the convention was 
that Tom Baker has now agreed to do a season of 
audio dramas for Big Finish. So that's good news 
for audio fans. After the Big Finish panel I went 
back to the hotel. 
 The next day was a bit more complex as  
many of the events I wanted to go to clashed, my 
strategy was to go to the photo shoots early and 
get them out of the way, then I was able to catch 
most of the stage talks. Then if I left the stage talks 
5 minutes early I'd be first in line for the next photo 
op. By doing this I managed to get all the photos 

and see all the talks I wanted to. 
 I started off getting my photo with Peter 
Davison, then whizzed round to catch the Sylvester 
McCoy stage talk. I was shocked that Sylvester is 
now in a wheel chair and has had a hip 
replacement. He looks like he's aged a lot since I 
saw him last in Australia. But he was still crazy 
whipping round the audience asking questions. I 
left his stage talk 5 minutes early so I was first in 
line for photos with him. As this took like 30 
seconds to do, I saw all of the Colin Baker stage 
talk. I shot out of that first to catch the Michal 
Jayston photo op, then raced back into see the 
Peter Davison and Janet Fielding stage talk. 
 They still have a great rapport and talked 
about how they enjoy catching up to record DVD 
commentaries. They hope a new format replaces 
DVD just so they can get together and do it all 
again. They spent a lot of time picking on Matthew 
Waterhouse and were both shocked when they 
found out he had written his auto-biography! To 
which they both decided it was time to write theirs. 
They still bicker a lot like the 5th Doctor and Tegan 
but it is very good natured.  
 Next up was the Colin Baker photo shoot, 
which was just before lunch. After that was the 
group photo with all the guests for the day. Again I 
waited first in line so it took no time at all. After the 
group photo shoot was the only real waiting of the 
day. The autograph queues for Colin Baker, 
Sylvester McCoy, Janet Fielding and Michael 
Jayston. Both the Doctors had big queues. I did 
Colin Bakers first, and then Sylvester McCoy. Janet 
Fielding had no queue so I chatted to her for a 
while and then did the same with Michael Jayston. 
 That just about rounded out the day. I went 
and checked out the merchandise room again. Big 
Finish were having a clearance so I got a 
Companion Chronicles CD signed by Lisa 
Bowerman, and the 'Love Songs for the Shy and 
Cynical' book by Rob Sherman autographed. I met 
a couple of dealers I knew from eBay and who 
knew me. I also met the brilliant artist Steven 
Caldwell, and spent most of my remaining money 
buying prints of his work. There was no real closing 
ceremony, as the crowd was thinning I got the last 
few autographs from guests who I really didn't know 
that well; an illustrator from DWM, a guy who 
played the blue alien in that John Barrowman skit. I 
carried all my stuff back to the car and collapsed in 
the hotel.  
 The convention was a great experience, 
much better run than any I've been to locally. I 
didn't end up going to the Paul McGann day, but it 
put the Peter Davison day to shame. (that's just my 
opinion) There was so much to do and so little 
waiting and queuing. The few odd times I was 
queuing up the other people in the queue were so 
friendly that it wasn't a hassle standing round at all. 
All the guests were in good moods and seemed like 
they wanted to be there. The price was great value 
as Time Quest went for an evening and 2 days. 
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ConfidentialConfidential  

Society 

Review 

Why do you think people like Doctor Who? 
 The nature of the show makes it accessible to both 
young and old viewers alike.  The content of the classic series 
especially allows children to be scared, while providing a solid 
enough story for the adults.  The non-sexuality of the Doctor is 
also quite accessible to homosexuals, and a more moderate 
family audience.  
 Why do you think that Doctor Who has increased in 
popularity so much over the most recent years? 
 Children who grew up enjoying the classic series are 
now adults — either with children with whom they can watch 
the show; or single, but able to entertain their nostalgia by 
collecting merchandise and building upon their memories.  
Also, after being ‗off-air‘ for basically fifteen years, the time was 
right to re-launch the brand.  Fans were hungry for more, and 
all the problems with the television movie were corrected, so 
there was little resistance to the new series. 
 Do you think that the audiences change over time (i.e. 
different generations would perceive this series differently 
because of what was happening at that time)? 
 As contemporary news and events tended not to 
feature within the series, there should be no reason why 
people of a similar age cannot watch the same story ten to 
twenty years apart and form the same opinions.  The only 
glitch may be the often not-so-special effects, but if these are 
overlooked, the solid writing of the stories still stands strong. 
 Do you think Doctor Who reflects the society of the time 
(i.e. exploring the Doctor‟s sexuality with the character of 
Captain Jack)? 
 Not particularly — although certain themes such as the 
roles of the female companion changed and open sexuality 
abounds; the series as a whole is timeless.  Obviously for a 
series spanning four decades, there are new concepts being 
introduced all the time; however, the multi-cultural and 
generally progressive nature of the series came from its 
origins. In regards to sexuality, I feel it is misplaced in the 
series; the Doctor does not need to lock lips with all his 
companions to maintain a relationship.  That said, the creation 
of the Torchwood series allowed a focus on the morals of 
sexuality not possible within the parent series. 
 How do you think Doctor Who has changed over time? 
 After the Time War, the Doctor lost his innocence.  I 
think while he may be open with love in his three most recent 
incarnations, his hearts ache with pain and his tolerance for the 
evil in the world wanes - ―no second chances‖.  Also, he used 
to be much more alien, even to the extent of attempting to kill a 
man to save his own life, back in The Firemaker (An Unearthly 
Child, Part 4). 
 The series, while not broken cleanly with regenerations, 
can be simplified down to each Doctor‘s character traits. The 
way he was, so was his era‘s progression.  This gets a little 
long, so sorry... 
 The first Doctor‘s travel expeditions were generally 
‗Getaway from Gallifrey‘.  The second Doctor‘s monster attacks 
were more action-packed and scary.  The third Doctor‘s 
morality tales took their time to address issues.  The fourth 
Doctor‘s rebellion and flippancy reduced scares to laughs.  The 
fifth Doctor‘s innocence and pacifism lead to calmer stories 
and more relevant outcomes.  The sixth Doctor‘s arrogance 
and boldness brought fast and harsh stories.  The seventh 
Doctor‘s power and manipulation created deeper and messier 

stories which needed multiple viewings.  The eighth Doctor 
was American; I will say no more. The ninth Doctor was 
fantastic, everything held a value and life should be allowed to 
flow.  Latest, the tenth Doctor was sorry, everything came with 
a price.  
 Does technology matter in Doctor Who, (i.e. because 
the older series had less developed technology would more 
people be put off by that)? 
 Do people stop watching the early Bond films due to 
Q‘s outdated gizmos and gadgets?  No — while the futuristic 
technology sits comfortably in the past, the quality of the 
stories tends to be strong enough for the dated effects and 
equipment to slip under the radar.  Indeed, the two weakest 
technology elements, in my opinion, were redesigned for the 
new series with the Sonic Screwdriver and K-9.  Technology is 
what you make of it. 
 What do you think are defining characteristics of the 
companions, specifically the female ones? 
 Companions need to get into trouble, ask the Doctor 
questions and generally look pretty enough ‗for the dads.‘  The 
new series did address this, giving the companions a family, 
history, and a future.  Traditionally companions were a strong 
character within their opening story, before falling into the 
above mould.  They eventually left for love, in most cases. 
Even the male companions fall into the mould. 
 Do you think that gender roles of the society are 
reflected in the relationship between the Doctor and his 
companions or do they try and push boundaries? Why? 
 The Doctor‘s first companion was turned into his grand-
daughter to avoid questions about just why an old man is going 
into a small box with a young girl.  Society and its morals 
create the companion; the female companion in particular did 
get stronger every few years. Relationship-wise, the 
companions tended to initially be more fellow tourists in the 
sixties, became a partner to some degree in the seventies, 
before turning into students in the eighties.  Nowadays, there is 
a stronger leaning to a pining school-girl crush, although 
thankfully Donna broke that trend as the first strong role-model 
companion. 
 How is the creative input reflected in the series (i.e. 
different directors, writers, actors, etc)? 
 Well, it is hard to say how behind the scenes individuals 
affect the show, but I always adored Steven Moffat‘s work as 
his gothic nature illustrated the best of the darker side to the 
Doctor and the world in which he walks.  Each story is 
different, as in the classic series, which means some styles 
work better than others.  It makes sense though, as the Doctor 
travels to different worlds on a weekly basis, so the methods 
taken in creating the story should reflect that. 
 Is there anything else that you would like to say about 
the way that you think that Doctor Who has been perceived 
over time? 
 Seen by the non-fan, anyone who enjoys the show is a 
loser.  It does feel stigmatising to admit to not only enjoying the 
show, but being actively involved in a club.  Whenever the 
topic comes up, I need to justify it.  I feel that no matter how 
mainstream the series becomes, the nerd element shall never 
leave us. 
 

Ian A. Chapman 
Doctor Who Club of Victoria 
Secretary and Administrator ~ Sonic Magazine Co-Editor 

Season Five ReviewsSeason Five Reviews  
This review was conducted for a Sydney Doctor Who 
fan who failed to make contact with any other Doctor 
Who groups, despite trying. Not that we fell last on the 
list, we seemed to be the only group who cared. 

I would love to hear other people‘s responses to the 
questions listed above, so eMail in your answers to 
sonicscrewdriver@dwcv.org.au to make it into the 
next Sonic. Alternatively, ask me your own questions 
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Jack      ... of  All TradesJack      ... of  All Trades  

So here are my thoughts on some new episodes: 
 

5.15.1  ~ The Eleventh Hour~ The Eleventh Hour    
What an excellent start to a new series!  New 
Doctor, new companion and new production team.  
Right from the start it was all go.  A wonderful way 
to introduce the relationship between the Doctor 
and Amy, even if I knew the girl was young Amy 
from the moment I saw her.  We also get to see the 
key element of the ‗Crack In Time‘ that bridges the 
entire new series.  Matt Smith, as expected, is 
excellent as the Doctor and brings even more 
energy and wonder to the role than David Tennant.  
Karen Gillan is the perfect choice as companion 
Amy who is a lot like a young Donna in many ways.  
So many great lines and scenes. The new TARDIS 
Interior is magnificent and the new exterior is very 
classy.  9 out of 10 
 

5.25.2  ~ The Beast Below~ The Beast Below    
The obvious choice of a ‗future story‘ for Amy‘s first 
adventure with the Doctor.   
 

5.35.3  ~ Victory Of The Daleks~ Victory Of The Daleks    
Now, a trip to the past… overall, it is a very much a 
‗boys own adventure‘ and is lacking something.  I 
later realised that it is missing that ‗gayness‘ and 
glamour we are used to with Russell.  The totally 
unnecessary and self-indulgent redesign of the 
Daleks by Steven Moffat  is a very big sticking point 
for me.  The first 25 minutes were very good, but 
ultimately the second half of this episode turned 
into a marketing exercise for a new range of multi 
coloured Dalek merchandise. 
 

5.45.4  ~ Time Of Angels~ Time Of Angels    
Amazing shoes, brilliant start, fantastic to have 
River Song back again ... I adore her and her 
character.  She speaks High Gallifreyan and knows 

how to pilot the TARDIS ... properly!  Love the 
noise joke and all the early scenes but got a bit lost 
and slow at about the 30 minute mark.  Also great 
to see the Weeping Angels back again with even 
more power ... but the talking Bob angel was too 
much like what Steven wrote in Silence In The 
Library.  9 out of 10 
 

5.65.6  ~ The Vampires Of Venice~ The Vampires Of Venice    
An excellent historical story from Toby Whithouse, 
amazing location scenes, excellent performances 
and costumes, fast, funny, creepy and not a word 
wasted ... that‘s how I like it!   Another interesting 
TARDIS Interior scene.  I was not overly fond of 
Rory in his first appearance, but this time, it is great 
to have him back and even better that he will stay 
around ... I really love the dynamic of the three of 
them travelling together.  A real masterpiece of an 
episode.    10 out of 10. 
 

5.105.10  ~ Vincent And The Doctor~ Vincent And The Doctor    
What a wonderful episode. Magnificent in 
performance, visuals, emotion and writing!  Another 
10 out of 10! 
 

5.12/5.13 ~ The Pandorica Opens/The Big Bang5.12/5.13 ~ The Pandorica Opens/The Big Bang  
And the seasons ends with another breathtaking 
episode.  I am soooo amazed that they were 
granted permission to film at Stonehenge ... that is 
such a testament to the power of Doctor Who in the 
UK.  The Big Bang was just so wonderful, I loved 
every minute of it ... all that wibbly, wobbly timey 
wimey stuff that was so complicated but it all came 
together brilliantly at the end with the comment 
from River Song and the decision to keep both Amy 
and Rory in the TARDIS and in the show ... I love 
the combination of the four of them.  Can‘t wait for 
Christmas!     WOW! ... 10 out of 10. 

Hey there … Captain Jack  
(the Alternate DWCV Universe version)  here again!    

Since Australia has now become the beneficiaries of „common sense‟ from the ABC, there is 
no longer any need for the usual „spoiler‟ pages from me!  Having the latest Doctor Who 

episodes only two weeks behind the UK is as good as it gets for viewers Down Under.  So 
now I will just share my thoughts on some of the episodes that I found particularly worthy of  

comment.  I will, however, continue to report on the full length Doctor Who Confidentials 
that are screened in the UK, usually around 45 minutes per episode, compared to the 15 

minute Confidential Cutdowns that are shown in Australia and released on the DVDs! 

Season Five 
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Now we come to the details of the full length Doctor 
Who Confidentials: 
 

Confidential 5.1Confidential 5.1    Call Me The DoctorCall Me The Doctor  
The first read-through, Matt‘s choices, Matt‘s family, 
the New TARDIS (WOW!), filming with young 
Amelia at the house and the crashed TARDIS. 
Amelia and Amy, filming in the village, Rory and 
Amy, effects, the Doctor‘s view, his choice of 
clothes, and a great preview trailer.  The 
background to the credits for the new Confidentials 
is also great.  Includes comments from Matt Smith 
(the Doctor), Karen Gillan (Amy Pond), Steven 
Moffat (writer and show runner), Adam Smith 
(Director), Piers Wenger (Exec Producer), Beth 
Willis (Exec Producer), Tracie Simpson (Producer), 
Arthur Darvill (Rory), Caitlin Blackwood (Amelia 
Pond), Dave Smith (Matt‘s dad), Lynne Smith 
(Matt‘s mum), Derek Fiddler (Matt‘s grandad), Ed 
Thomas (Designer), Ciaran Thompson (Standby Art 
Director), John Bennett (1st Assistant Director), 
Danny Hargreaves (SFX), Anthony Dickenson 
(Stop Frame Director).   8 out of 10. 
 

Confidential 5.2Confidential 5.2    All About The GirlAll About The Girl  
Filming Amy‘s first adventure, creating the Starship 
street, slopping around in the beast, all about 
Karen, auditioning, photo shoots, being new. 
Doctor Who as a fairytale, Smilers, Liz 10, Amy‘s 
wise decision that rescues the Doctor.   Includes 
comments from Matt Smith (the Doctor), Karen 
Gillan (Amy Pond), Steven Moffat (writer and show 
runner), Andrew Gunn (Director), Piers Wenger 
(Exec Producer), Beth Willis (Exec Producer), Peter 
Bennett (Producer), David Ajala (Peter), Sophie 
Okenedo (Liz 10), Andy Pryor (Casting Director), 
Ed Thomas (Designer), Danny Hargreaves (SFX), 
Rob Mayer (Prosthetics Supervisor), Alex Walklate 
(Mould Maker), Heddi-Joy Taylor Welch (3rd 
Assistant Director).   8 out of 10. 

  

Confidential 5.3Confidential 5.3    War GamesWar Games  
Filming in the bunker, all about Mark writing the 
story, visiting the real War Rooms.  Spitfires in 
space, the bunker in Swansea used to film the 
bunker scenes, Winston Churchill.  Up on the roof, 
new Daleks, Bracewell, lots of real black and white 
footage from the war.  Includes comments from 
Matt Smith, Karen Gillan, Steven Moffat Mark 
Gatiss (Writer), Andrew Gunn (Director), Ian 
McNiece (Winston), Bill Paterson (Professor 
Bracewell),  Ed Thomas (Designer), Cressida Finch 
(Curator of the War Rooms), Gareth Skelding 
(Location Mamager), Nick Pegg (Dalek Operator), 
Barnaby Edwards (Dalek Operator).   A great 
documentary .... 10 out of 10. 
 

Confidential 5.4Confidential 5.4    Eyes Wide OpenEyes Wide Open  
Filming River Song flying from ship to ship, River‘s 
life and death, the relationship.  Filming for the 3D 
Action Games, weeping angels, filming in the 

caves, dusty eyes.  Amy‘s view of the Doctor and 
River, filming the hand, being cornered and the gun 
scenes.  Includes comments from Matt Smith, 
Karen Gillan, Steven Moffat, Alex Kingston (River 
Song), Adam Smith (Director), Charles Cecil (Exec 
Producer), Simon Dutton (Alistair), Louise Bowen 
(Angel), Danny Hargreaves (SFX), Ailsa Berk 
(Choreographer), Crispin Layfield (Stunt Co-
ordinator), Sean Millard (Creative Designer), Gary 
Russell (Audio Book Director), Ian Deary (Lead 
Animator), WillTarrant (Lead Designer), Reza 
Karim (Prosthetics), Jill Reeves (Prosthetics 
Supervisor), Mark Hatching (Gaffer), Steve Rees 
(Focus Puller), Ray White (Guardian of the Caves).   
8 out of 10. 
 

Confidential 5.5Confidential 5.5    Blinded By The LightBlinded By The Light  
Amy under attack from the Angels and cracks.  All 
about Steven‘s writing.  Events in the forest.  A 
vulnerable Doctor.  The wire work, River Song‘s 
mystery, and the scenes in Amy‘s room.  Includes 
comments from Matt Smith, Karen Gillan, Steven 
Moffat, Alex Kingston (River Song),  Adam Smith 
(Director), Piers Wenger (Producer), Beth Willis 
(Exec Producer),  Ian Glen (Father Octavian), 
Gareth Roberts (Doctor Who Writer), Toby 
Whithouse (Doctor Who Writer), Paul Cornell 
(Doctor Who Writer), Chris Chibnall (Doctor Who 
Writer), Robert Shearman (Doctor Who Writer), 
Ben Stevenson (BBC Controller of Drama).   8 out 
of 10. 
 

Confidential 5.6Confidential 5.6    Death In VeniceDeath In Venice  
Filming in Venice (Trogir, Croatia), the goat lady, 
and visit to the real Venice.  Meeting Francesco Da 
Mosto, touring his mansion and Venice, hearing his 
history of the plague.  Meeting ‗the girls‘.  Matt tours 
Venice, water effects, the fake gondola, filming in 
the water, and the fight scene.   The real Venice, 
the plague death-house, and a real Venetian 
vampire story.  Includes comments from Matt 
Smith, Karen Gillan, Steven Moffat, Toby 
Whithouse (Writer), Jonny Campbell (Director),  
Beth Willis (Exec Producer), Arthur Darvill (Rory), 
Alisha Bailey (Isabella), Francesco Da Mosto 
(Venetian Historian), Ed Thomas (Designer), John 
Bennett (1st Assistant Director), Danny Hargreaves 
(SFX), Dave Houghton (Vis Effects Supervisor), 
Crispin Layfield (Stunt Co-ordinator), Mark 
Hutchings (Gaffer).   10 out of 10. 
 

Confidential 5.7Confidential 5.7    Arthurian LegendArthurian Legend  
Arthur Darvill guides us through the filming.  The 
read through, picking on Arthur, on location, the 
wig, the bump, the Dreamlord, icing the TARDIS, 
back into the country and beating old ladies.  
Includes comments from Matt Smith, Karen Gillan, 
Arthur Darvill (Rory), Steven Moffat, Simon Nye 
(Writer), Toby Jones (Dreamlord),  Danny 
Hargreaves (SFX),  Crispin Layfield (Stunt Co-
ordinator), Gordon Seed (Stuntman).   8 out of 10. 

Hey there … Captain Jack  
(the Alternate DWCV Universe version)  here again!    

Since Australia has now become the beneficiaries of „common sense‟ from the ABC, there is 
no longer any need for the usual „spoiler‟ pages from me!  Having the latest Doctor Who 

episodes only two weeks behind the UK is as good as it gets for viewers Down Under.  So 
now I will just share my thoughts on some of the episodes that I found particularly worthy of  

comment.  I will, however, continue to report on the full length Doctor Who Confidentials 
that are screened in the UK, usually around 45 minutes per episode, compared to the 15 

minute Confidential Cutdowns that are shown in Australia and released on the DVDs! 

Confidential 

Reviews 

Jack      ... of  All TradesJack      ... of  All Trades  
Retiring Columnist Returns For Season 5 Confidentials 

If you would like your reviews to make it into Sonic, 
under your name or someone elses, then please feel 
free to send them to us, they can be as short as a 
Facebook or  Twitter status. We will print any and 

every opinion as long as it would not involve people 
turning up with flaming torches and sharpened pich-
forks to the Sonic office. I would not mind, but Michael 
only just finished cleaning up after the last time. 
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Confidential 5.8Confidential 5.8    After Effects.  After Effects.    
Filming the holes, the early Silurians 40 years ago, 
Silurians now, getting sucked down the hole.  Post 
production, editing, cutting out extra scenes, 
grading, sound, transmission.  Going underground, 
and inside the TARDIS.  Includes comments from 
Matt Smith, Karen Gillan, Arthur Darvill (Rory), 
Steven Moffat, Chris Chibnall (Writer), Ashley Way 
(Director), Meera Syal (Nasreen Chaurdhry), Neve 
McIntosh (Alaya), Robert Pugh (Toby Mack), Beth 
Willis (Exec Producer), Rob Mayor (Prosthetics 
Supervisor), Davey Jones (Make-up Supervisor),   
Danny Hargreaves (SFX),  David Barrett (Editor), 
Will Cohen (Visual Effects Supervisor), Mark 
Vincent (Colourist), Julie Ankerson (Foley Artist), 
Paul Jefferies (Sound Effects Supervisor), Jo Sykes 
(Audio Describer), Tony Hall (Team Leader, BBC 
Vision), Garry Morris (Playout Director), Arwell Wun 
Jones (Standby Art Director).   9 out of 10. 
 

Confidential 5.9Confidential 5.9    What Goes On Tour.  What Goes On Tour.    
Gassed in the city, going on tour, filming various 
parts of the Silurian city.  At Swansea‘s Plantasia, 
explosions, Rory dies and the cliff-hanger ending.  
Includes comments from Matt Smith, Karen Gillan, 
Arthur Darvill (Rory), Steven Moffat, Chris Chibnall 
(Writer), Ashley Way (Director), Neve McIntosh 
(Alaya), Robert Pugh (Toby Mack), Beth Willis 
(Exec Producer), Piers Wenger (Exec Producer), 
Danny Hargreaves (SFX), Bethan Britton (Brand & 
Event Executive), Edward Russell (Senior Brand 
Executive), Peter Salmon (BBC North).   9 out of 
10. 
 

Confidential 5.10Confidential 5.10  A Brush With Genius.  A Brush With Genius.    
Filming in the gallery, casting Van Gogh, the 
journey to Croatia, creating the cafe and filming 
there.  The director‘s roles, playing and researching 
Van Gogh, visiting the Getty Museum in LA.  
Filming the invisible monster and keeping the 
balance in writing real people.  Includes comments 
from Matt Smith, Karen Gillan, Steven Moffat, 
Richard Curtis (Writer), Jonny Campbell (Director), 
Tony Curran (Vincent), Bob Gurney (Facilities Co-
ordinator), Tristan Peatfield (Art Director), Tatjana 
Ciciliani (Local Supporting Artist), John Bennett (1st 
Assistant Director), Ray Holman (Costume 
Designer), James De Haviland (2nd Assistant 
Director), Heddi-Joy Taylor-Welch (3rd Assistant 

Director), Crispin Layfield (Stunt Co-ordinator).   9 
out of 10. 
 

Confidential 5.11Confidential 5.11  Extra Time.  Extra Time.    
Karen visits the Royal Observatory in Grenwich, life 
on other planets, time travel, time loops, looking 
back in time, looking through the Grenwich 
telescope.   Writing the episode, transferring it from 
the comic that it is based on, shooting the football 
scenes, the room upstairs, the Doctor‘s 
matchmaking and the story on Football Focus.  
Includes comments from Matt Smith, Karen Gillan, 
Steven Moffat, Gareth Roberts (Writer), Catherine 
Morshead (Director), James Corden (James 
Owen), Dr Maggie Aderin-Pocock (Space 
Scientist), Marek Kukula (Public Astronomer, 
Grenwich).   9 out of 10. 
 

Confidential 5.12Confidential 5.12  Alien Abduction.  Alien Abduction.    
Filming the Doctor going into the Pandorica, getting 
all the Aliens ready for action.  The miracle and 
privilege of filming at Stonehenge.  Filming the 
horse riding scenes, the Underhenge, and at 
Foamhenge.  Filming the effects with flames and 
Cybermen, Rory‘s return and their end in the mud.  
Includes comments from Matt Smith, Karen Gillan, 
Arthur Darvill (Rory), Alex Kingston (River Song), 
Steven Moffat, Tony Haynes (Director), Nicholas 
Briggs (Dalek Voice), Peter Bennett (Producer), 
Tristan Peatfield (Art Director), Stephan Pehrsson 
(Director of Photography), Danny Hargreaves 
(SFX).   9 out of 10. 
 

Confidential 5.13Confidential 5.13  Out Of Time.  Out Of Time.    
Filming in the museum, directing Amelia, Rory on 
guard, on promotional tour in New York.  Jumping 
in time, falling down stairs, up on the roof, 
assassination of the Fez.  The amazing journey, the 
US Premiere sell-out, filming the wedding scenes, 
the devious Doctor, the end... and the tease for 
next year about The Silence and the truth about 
River Song.  Includes comments from Matt Smith, 
Karen Gillan, Arthur Darvill, Steven Moffat, Toby 
Haynes (Director), Caillin Blackwood (Amelia), 
Piers Wenger (Exec Producer), Beth Willis (Exec 
Producer), Gordon Seed (Stunt Performer), Steve 
Alibaster (General manager, East Avenue Cinema), 
Carla Eberhart (GMTV Reporter).   
So cool ... 10 out of 10!  
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SHERLOCK 
 

What is it with Doctor Who Head Writers and 
Executive Producers?  As if they don‘t have enough 
to do already, they then use their spare time to 
write and create other TV shows ... or perhaps they 
are just taking full advantage of the opportunity that 
their current position affords them, as we all would? 
I say, thank God that it was Steven Moffat and 
Mark Gatiss who had the idea to make a 2010 
version of the classic Sherlock Holmes characters 
from Arthur Conan Doyle.  They apparently 
discussed many times over the years on train trips 
between Cardiff and London how someone should 
revive the story — and finally did it themselves.  I 
don‘t think anyone could have done as well as they 
have with the televisual work of art they have 
created.  The iconic details from the original books 
remain – they live at the same address of 221b 
Baker Street, have the same names and, 
somewhere out there, Moriarty is waiting for 
Holmes and Watson in 21st Century London! 
 

Dr John Watson has recently returned from the war 
in Iraq or Afghanistan (a trumped-up excuse he 
gives for something really all about money) needing 
a walking stick and suffering nightmares as an 
effect of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.  He is 
quickly tangled up with Sherlock Holmes (The 
Freak as some call him) and becomes his flat mate.  
The pair become a team by default with Sherlock 
being the brains and Watson the action-man.   
Mark Gatiss could not help himself, he plays the 
role of Sherlock‘s brother (quite impressively, I 
must say) and it is also fantastic to have the always 
wonderful Rupert Graves as Inspector Lestrade 
(you really must check him out in the 1988 movie 
Maurice).  Sherlock is played by Benedict 
Cumberbatch who looks like a grown up version of 
Merlin‘s Colin Morgan and Watson is played by the 
charming Martin Freeman. 

 

There is something very Doctor Who about the 
dynamic of Sherlock, Watson, Moriarty (the Doctor, 
companion, Master) and Sherlock reminds me a lot 
of a cross between the 10th and 11th Doctors 
(perhaps deliberate ???).  The other notable thing 
is that Sherlock is clearly gay in this version (as I 
was told he was in the books) and that is a major 
theme in the relationship between him and Watson 
— and I also think that Inspector Lestrade has the 
hots for Sherlock.  You may be surprised to hear 
that even I was thinking, ‗What, again?  Everything 
is just so gay, gay, gay these days‖ in Doctor Who 
world, even from a straight writer! 
 

There is a style and class about this production that 
is only found these days in dramas from the BBC.  I 
particularly love the way that all the outside scenes 
in part 1 use purple (or is it pink?) and gold lighting 
in the background, magnificent touch.  Without 
question, the best episodes were the ones written 
by Steven Moffat and Mark Gatiss.  This is 
definitely worthy of a long life in the heights of 
television excellence and I hope they make many 
more Sherlock adventures! 
 

A Study In Pink:  By Steven Moffat  10 out of 10. 
 
The Blind Banker:  By Stephen Thompson  6/10. 
 
The Great Game:  By Mark Gatiss  10 out of 10. 
 

As Steven Moffat says: „Conan Doyle's stories 
were never about frock coats and gas light; 
they're about brilliant detection, dreadful 
villains and blood-curdling crimes – and 
frankly, to hell with the crinoline.  Other 
detectives have cases, Sherlock Holmes has 
adventures, and that's what matters.‟ 

THE ADVENTURES OF K-9 
 

Definitely a series made for children as far as the 
stories go, but the quality of production, cast, effects 
and all are firmly in the Doctor Who family.  With 26 
half hour episodes, it seems to be an endless 
season. 
 

The new improved K-9 is just so cool and it is 
perfection to have John Leeson providing his voice 
throughout.  The opening up of K-9‘s character here 
is delightful and will endear him to a whole new 
generation of children. 
 

There is also enough on offer for adults to be able 
to handle watching but unfortunately I feel there will 
be little compulsion to buy the DVD to watch the 
episodes again and again.   
 

Despite this (and it is not my imagination), there 
seems to be a homoerotic undertone to the 
relationship between the handsome Professor and 
his ‗assistant‘ Darius, whether that is deliberate or 
not, thankfully it would not be noticed by kids. 
 

A production that Australia should be very, very 
proud of. 

 

 

SherlockSherlock  

Adventures of KAdventures of K--99  
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Season Five 

Reviews 

How great it is to have a number do new voices in the fan club willing to offer their thoughts 
and opinions on  the 2010 Series of Doctor Who .... So here we go ...                 MY 

David Ross  The Eleventh Hour is brilliant! 
 
Kathleen Shugart  
is so pleased by mad men with blue boxes. 
 
Ben Hughes 
Just saw the new Doctor - loved him. Loved Amy. 
Great episode, nice refreshing Moffat stories :-) 
FISH FINGER CUSTARD!! 
 
Scott Liston 
Fish Custard… ‗cause apples, bread & butter and 
bacon are all evil :) 

Ben Hughes 
the Doctor has declared war on 90% of all foods... 
should we loyal fans follow his example? 
 
Ian Anthony Chapman 
And yes, Ben, I already removed all offending items 
from my fridge.  Matt's worse than Colin Baker with 
carrot juice and meat! 
 
Bailey  The Eleventh Hour is a really awesome story, 
Matt Smith is a great Doctor.  5 stars.  Liked it how 
they finally included a kid companion but then came 
back 14 years later. 

Daniel M Payne  
The story was weak, as could be expected for a story 
that had to introduce new Doctor, new companion and 
all the regeneration guff.  It's not as bad in that respect 
as Castrovalva and miles better than Rose though! 
New Doctor Matt Smith has potential: I like the way 
he's always jittering, so full of energy, but he can turn 
on the gravitas when he needs to.  He's got an other-
worldliness about him that suits the Doctor.  He is very 
young though!  Highlight of the episode was Karen 
Gillan's performance as Amy.  *Loved* the moment 
where she ‗borrows‘ the guy's car and advises him to 
get a coffee.  The girl can really act. 

Following up from David Tennant was always going to 
be a big ask.  Steven Moffat seems to have faith in 
Matt Smith, and I think Moffat is brilliant, so I can't wait 
to see what the series comes up with next. 
----There's a review for Sonic. :-) 
 
Helen Chapman 
Thought Doctor Who really good and Matt did a great 
job starting off ‗Tennanty‘ then progressing to himself. 
 
Darius Haddon 
Only thing missing was K•9, otherwise boneriffic! 

The Eleventh HourThe Eleventh Hour  
“You’re Scottish... Fry something!” 

 

How great it is to have a number of new voices in the fan club willing to offer their 
thoughts and opinions on  the 2010 Series of Doctor Who .... So here we go ... MY 

  Two cups of tea and a regenerated Doctor 
— just how Easter morning should start! I 
absolutely loved this story; the depth it offers and 
the relationship between the Doctor and Amy (aka 
Amelia) shows a previously unseen complexity. 
The Eleventh Hour begins in Amelia's past, with 
the Doctor crashing the TARDIS in possibly one of 
the worst landings since the Doctor procured the 
Mark III.  From the moment he struggled out into 
the garden, Matt Smith already owned the role.  
The interaction with Amelia; showing her as mature 
through her cooking and assuredness with the 
stranger, cemented the relationship for the Doctor's 
return which was naturally, less than punctual. 
 While I do not wish to focus on the story and 
detract from it by analysing each aspect, I am 
thoroughly pleased with the friends and extended 
family to whom we were quickly introduced.  I am 
not sure which of these people will reappear, 
although all of them seem strong enough to carry 
future stories so I think we shall be seeing them 
throughout the next couple of years. 
 The story sped along far too quickly, 
covering a huge amount of back story and season 
set-up, and by the end I became totally immersed 
in the reality of Matt Smith as the Doctor.  For me, 
his defining moment came during the confrontation 
with Prisoner Zero; the same moment the Doctor 
saw himself for the first time (also the moment 
when Amy saw him for the first time… by which I 
mean watching him getting dressed). 
 The knees to the chest, eye watering 
moment came after he recalled the retreating 
wardens (did not catch their species name) and 
gave them a warning, surpassing David Tennant's 
in The Christmas Invasion.  Not only did they give 
a montage of previous Doctor's faces (thankfully 
including Paul McGann - he is canon), but also the 
monsters that the Doctor defeated over the 

regenerations.  Fan boy moment, I know, but it 
does take you back to your childhood when you 
saw all this for the first time. 
 As for the new designs, I am not too keen 
on the title sequence or music, although they 
probably will grow on me.  It does have a more 
military feel, if anything, possibly confirming my 
suspicions that Matt will be another third Doctor - 
which would be about time.  I think an action-
oriented Doctor will do us all good.  The TARDIS 
console room looks good, although I liked the 
previous one better.  I think it looks a little too make
-shift, with taps and a typewriter.  Not that I mind, 
but if it regenerated, I gather it just used whatever 
odd ends the Doctor left laying around the interior.  
I think it will grow on me. 
 Amy's induction to the TARDIS seemed a 
little anti-climatic, but I liked her apparent 
reluctance and detachment.  Not as good as Sgt. 
Benton's reaction, but I am glad she avoided the 
usual comments.  As for the final panning shot —
love it.  Almost brought a tear to my eye, almost.  I 
think Steven Moffat will do a fantastic job as 
Executive Producer and I cannot wait to see the 
rest of this season.  After a year of disappointment 
with the specials (Waters of Mars aside), I am 
finally feeling all bubbly again with excitement for 
what will come and the choices he made. 
 I will watch this again tonight, the first time I 
re-watched an episode since… well, it must be 
Season Two.  To give it a rating right now would be 
difficult, but it deserves at least a four out of five. 
Possibly higher considering that it is a regeneration 
story, they always prove tricky.  Oh, and as for the 
trailer?  Fantastic. I am especially keen on the 
Victory of the Daleks episode and The Time of 
Angels.  I think this Doctor will offer a long life to 
the series, and I am so glad that Moffat is onboard. 

Regeneration Antics 
 

Patrick Troughton 
~ 

 Companions do not 
believe he is the Doctor 

 He plays the recorder 

 Takes someone else's 
identity 

 
Jon Pertwee 

~ 

 Hides shoes from a 
doctor under pillow 

 Showers wearing only a 
light blue bathing cap 

 Steals his initial outfit 
 

Tom Baker 
~ 

 Rapid costume changes 

 Takes a trip in the 
TARDIS disrupting a 
society's history 

 
Peter Davison 

~ 

 Failed regeneration 

 Unravels fourth Doctor‘s 
scarf to leave a trail 

 Ejects random parts of 
the TARDIS 

 
Colin Baker 

~ 

 Strangles and verbally 
abuses his companion 

 Wear‘s Joseph‘s Tech-
nicolour Dreamcoat. 

 
Sylvester McCoy 

~ 

 Forgets his identity 

 Does not strangle Mel 
 

Paul McGann 
~ 

 Steals his clothes 

 Forgets his identity 

 Kisses his companion 
 

David Tennant 
~ 

 Oversleeps with energy 

 Looses his right hand 

The Eleventh Hour Strikes Old 
 I for one felt strongly against the new Doctor. 
He is far too young, cannot act, and he carries on like 
a child.  I would not mind, but he is older than me and 
I think his material and character uses old material 
and delivers nothing fresh to the series. 
 Steven Moffat should have given us far better 
characters and less family and dumb jokes.  I hoped 

that with the previous stories of Moffat we would be 
treated to the best season of the show, instead it‘s 
just old tripe with a young bloke. 
 I get it, the Doctor needs to close Amy‘s crack. 
I thought subtle would be in, now that RTD and his 
gay agenda finally left the series.  I do not know if I 
will bother watching the rest of this if it carries on with 
this tone of low-brow pandering. Jessie Black 

 

All I can say is wait for the end of the series, I am sure something more will be added to this 
episode. Something feels like it is missing, a gap in time between the young and old Amy… IAC 
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How great it is to have a number do new voices in the fan club willing to offer their thoughts 
and opinions on  the 2010 Series of Doctor Who .... So here we go ...                 MY 

David Ross  The Eleventh Hour is brilliant! 
 
Kathleen Shugart  
is so pleased by mad men with blue boxes. 
 
Ben Hughes 
Just saw the new Doctor - loved him. Loved Amy. 
Great episode, nice refreshing Moffat stories :-) 
FISH FINGER CUSTARD!! 
 
Scott Liston 
Fish Custard… ‗cause apples, bread & butter and 
bacon are all evil :) 

Ben Hughes 
the Doctor has declared war on 90% of all foods... 
should we loyal fans follow his example? 
 
Ian Anthony Chapman 
And yes, Ben, I already removed all offending items 
from my fridge.  Matt's worse than Colin Baker with 
carrot juice and meat! 
 
Bailey  The Eleventh Hour is a really awesome story, 
Matt Smith is a great Doctor.  5 stars.  Liked it how 
they finally included a kid companion but then came 
back 14 years later. 

Daniel M Payne  
The story was weak, as could be expected for a story 
that had to introduce new Doctor, new companion and 
all the regeneration guff.  It's not as bad in that respect 
as Castrovalva and miles better than Rose though! 
New Doctor Matt Smith has potential: I like the way 
he's always jittering, so full of energy, but he can turn 
on the gravitas when he needs to.  He's got an other-
worldliness about him that suits the Doctor.  He is very 
young though!  Highlight of the episode was Karen 
Gillan's performance as Amy.  *Loved* the moment 
where she ‗borrows‘ the guy's car and advises him to 
get a coffee.  The girl can really act. 

Following up from David Tennant was always going to 
be a big ask.  Steven Moffat seems to have faith in 
Matt Smith, and I think Moffat is brilliant, so I can't wait 
to see what the series comes up with next. 
----There's a review for Sonic. :-) 
 
Helen Chapman 
Thought Doctor Who really good and Matt did a great 
job starting off ‗Tennanty‘ then progressing to himself. 
 
Darius Haddon 
Only thing missing was K•9, otherwise boneriffic! 

The Eleventh HourThe Eleventh Hour  
“Amy, he's taking his clothes off...” 

 

How great it is to have a number of new voices in the fan club willing to offer their 
thoughts and opinions on  the 2010 Series of Doctor Who .... So here we go ... MY 

  I'm 41. Back in the olden days, I used to 
anticipate the beginning of a new Doctor Who year 
keenly.  I looked forward to the stories and finding 
out where the Doctor went and what he got up to. 
Remember - this was really a time when 
transmission was revelation.  No Internet previews 
or marketing campaigns.  Precious little in the 
press.  Minor bits and pieces from the fan club if 
you were a member.  So when the title sequence 
came up on Channel 2, it was the beginning of 
something new.  I remember, for example, being 
struck and excited by the radical changes in the title 
sequence and signature tune that The Leisure Hive 
brought in 1980 (30 years ago!). 
 So, via the mysteries of the internet, The 
Eleventh Hour found its way onto my Macbook Pro, 
and I settled down on Easter Sunday to watch it.  I 
was full of anticipation - and really, I wasn't 
disappointed. 
 Russell T Davies reimagined Doctor Who in 
a sense, and Steven Moffat has continued that 
reimagination.  This isn't new Doctor Who - it is to 
season 4 as season 18 was to season 17.  This is a 
continuation and a subtle tweaking. I like the 
tweaking, in the main. 
 Matt Smith, it has to be said, is inspired 
casting.  I really didn't think I would enjoy his 
portrayal, but then I caught some episodes of Party 
Animals on ABC2 a month ago, and realised that 
he is an actor with a huge amount of range and 
capacity.  There's no reason he can't play the 
Doctor and there's no reason he can't be hugely 
successful.  
 We really had an extended goodbye to 
David Tennant through the specials and I was 
ready to let him go.  He's a great actor, make no 
mistake.  But there was little room for him to work 
inside the character, I felt.  Because of the way that 
his Doctor had been developed there were too 
many boundaries and it necessitated a new Doctor, 
in my opinion, to bring a freshness to the role. 
 This new Doctor is a mix of youthful 
enthusiasm and authority.  While there are 
moments of hesitation in his character in this 
episode, they come from his post-regenerative 
state.  There is little that is tentative.  His rushing 
and breathlessness reminded me of Davison, and 
his physicality reminded me of Pertwee.  There is 

also a large element of playfulness and mystery 
reminiscent of Troughton. 
 The setting of this story - domestic, in the 
main - is telling.  Davies' preference for the gritty 
realistic urban familiar will perhaps be displaced a 
little in favour of settings that remind me of Devil's 
End and Devesham.  Villages that are an idealised 
England (a la Enid Blyton and other authors), rather 
than housing estates which are the real England.  
Time will tell if this preference holds true. 
 The story is fairly much Who-formula - there 
isn't much new here, but there doesn't need to be. 
We're learning who the new Doctor is and who Amy 
is.  She is an interesting character, whose life has 
obviously been shaped and scarred by her early 
encounter with the Doctor.  I could feel her loss and 
pain as she waited for the Doctor to return.  I guess 
we'll find out who her aunt is, and why she's 
important.  This, again, is another Enid Blyton-type 
staple.  A little parental displacement and loss. 
 I like the new TARDIS interior.  I like the ad 
hoc nature of it.  It is much easier to believe that 
this is the product of high technology than the 
TARDIS console of the 1970s and 1980s, which no 
matter what you did looked vaguely tatty.  Why we 
had so much destruction isn't revealed, but then it 
is really a plot device to do a bit of a redesign, so 
why worry... 
 The new title sequence is OK.  Like lots of 
people I'd rather see a face there, but as title 
sequences go it is fine, and it will grow on me. 
 The signature tune.  Well, I hated it when I 
first heard it.  All tinkly and overdone drama, I felt. 
I've listened to it a few more times since, and I don't 
hate it anymore.  I still think the melody line, 
especially in the middle eight, needs more strength 
(or perhaps the bass needs to be toned down), but, 
look, we've had worse (Keff?).  Again, I'll learn to 
love it. 
 There is a lot to like here. What I really 
found was that I wished I was 10 again, and 
watching this show with a child's eyes.  I wished I 
could make believe and imagine that one day the 
TARDIS would crash into my back garden and the 
Doctor would lead me off to amazing adventures.   
None of this is solely down to Moffat, but what I 
think the story shows is that Doctor Who is in very 
safe hands.            - Col Thornby 

Cause of Regeneration 
 

William Hartnell 
~ 

Cybermen pushed him to 
the limits of his old age 

 
Patrick Troughton 

~ 
Time Lords forced his 
change as price for help 

 
Jon Pertwee 

~ 
Giant spiders and bad 

acting, not to mention a 
dose of radiation 

 
Tom Baker 

~ 
The Master allegedly 

pushed him off the edge of 
a radio telescope. 

 
Peter Davison 

~ 
Sacrificed himself to save 
the life of his companion 

as antidote for poison only 
could save one of them 

 
Colin Baker 

~ 
Carrot juice 

 
Sylvester McCoy 

~ 
A hail of bullets and 

incompetent surgeons 
 

Paul McGann 
~ 

Probably the time war 
 

Christopher Eccleston 
~ 

Saving his companion by 
absorbing the energy of 

the Time Vortex 
 

David Tennant 
~ 

Saving the life of another 
after surviving the bitter 

end of the time war 
 

Matt Smith... TBA! 

 

All I can say is wait for the end of the series, I am sure something more will be added to this 
episode. Something feels like it is missing, a gap in time between the young and old Amy… IAC 
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The Beast BelowThe Beast Below  
“...on five, we're bringing down the government...” 

 

The TARDIS exterior features the logo of the St John 
Ambulance, last seen in 1965.  
 

When Amy and Mandy arrive at the ‗hole‘, a sign can 
be seen above the workman's tent that says ‗Magpie 
Electricals‘, a reference to the season 2 episode The 
Idiot's Lantern (#2.7) (2006), which features a shop by 
the same name selling electrical devices (esp. 
televisions), and its owner, Mr. Magpie (Ron Cook).  
 

At the end of the episode, there's a pull-back shot of 
‗Starship Earth‘.  There's a crack in the hull of the 

spaceship.  It's the same crack that was in Amelia 
Pond's house - in the location where Amelia's house 
was in Leadworth, England.  It also was the same 
crack as the pattern shown on the TARDIS scanner at 
the end of the previous episode, The Eleventh Hour.  
 

Amy's middle name is revealed to be "Jessica". 
 

When the voting system states Amy's name, the 
screen says 1,308 but the voice says 1,306.  
 

The Weeping Angels previously featured in Captain 
Jack‟s Monster Files (A Ghost Story for Christmas). 

The Victory of the Daleks 
For the first time in a couple of seasons, I repeated 
my viewing of a story.  I usually do not have time; 
indeed, I have yet to watch The Sarah Jane 
Adventures or K•9.  Upon first viewing I wondered 
what I did not see in the story - I know now what 
lacked was the reason for the story.  The entire 
adventure suits a pre-title sequence, as that three 
minute segment would be enough for this set-up story 
to justify the return of the Daleks.  I feel they wasted 
an entire episode on a plotless, content-free story 
which did nothing to advance the series other than 
character revelations for Amy, which were admittedly 

intriguing.   The ‗skittle Daleks‘ look silly and chunky; 
makes me want to collect them all.  I assume the 
colour coding would be for rank, although as Daleks 
tend to see all in blue, I wonder the point.  I would 
have written the old Daleks opening the device to 
release the new models which in turn destroyed 
Davros‘ Darlings.  Then I would run the credits and 
get into a real story with the Daleks hollowing out the 
Earth‘s core or something similar in an overly complex 
and impractical fashion.  The story, I will say, seemed 
watchable and filled the time slot; sadly though, 
without depth and the simple twists this offered 
nothing to the series as a whole. 

Years ago, I watched a film called Dark City. It is a 
good example of modern film noir, or at least 
science fiction noir.  The plot of the film is fairly 
classical (check it out at Wikipedia), and is inspired 
by Plato's Allegory of the Cave (as is, I think, this 
episode of Doctor Who [we also get a bit of Jonah, 
too]).  It is a visually spectacular film, using visual 
cues drawn from a World War II aesthetic.  The 
scenes are at once familiar and unfamiliar.  There 
are some parallels between Dark City and The 
Beast Below - the repressive nature of the 
administrations of the cities; the fact that the 
populace are kept unaware of reality; the visual 
style; the mystery of what powers the cities; and so 
on.  I remember thinking at the time I saw Dark City 
in 1998 that if Doctor Who were translated into a 
big screen film, this would make a terrific Doctor 
Who story.  It was, in many ways, what Doctor Who 
could be if it was made with a big budget and for 
adults. 
One of the keys, I think, to Steven Moffat's vision of 
Doctor Who is that he sees the show as a program 
for children.  However, it is a program for children 
which appeals to adults too: 
„Well we have to ask the fundamental question, 
„What is Doctor Who?‟ What demand does it 
supply?  What audience does it serve? Now, a few 
of you might not like what I‟m going to say next.  
Grip the arms of your chair, grind your teeth and 
wrap your head around this… Doctor Who is a 
children‟s programme.  No ifs.  No buts. Definitely!  
But „Ah!‟ I hear some sobbing imploring, „a large 
percentage of the Who audience were adults!‟  Well 
therein lies Doctor Who‟s special place on 
television.  It was the handover show.  It bridges 
the gap between the kid‟s shows of the afternoon 
and the adult shows to come.  It‟s perfectly judge 
(sic) of „safe‟ horror for the kids (the monsters) and 
great jokes for adults (the monsters) allows the 
schedule to run seamlessly from afternoon to 
evening.”  (Steven Moffat in Doctor Who Magazine, 
279, 30 June 1999) 
The Beast Below is, unashamedly, a story for kids 
that is also designed to work for adults.  But it is for 
kids.  And therein is the genius of Doctor Who, 
really.  I still approach Doctor Who as a kid, I think, 
because I still get that feeling in the pit of my 
stomach when the title sequence starts and the 
signature tune rushes in.  I still get that feeling 
when the Doctor saves the day. I know he will - 
there's no doubt - but I still get that feeling.  As an 
aside - if you are over 13, try to watch Doctor Who 
with kids, or at least remember what it was like to 

be one.  You'll get so much more out of the 
experience. 
After The Eleventh Hour I felt I was going to like 
this new Doctor Who, and the progressions on from 
Russell T Davies' time as show-runner.  There are 
lots of things I like about Davies' take on the show 
and about his writing, but I was also ready for a 
change.  If it had been with David Tennant as the 
Doctor, I would have been equally happy, but Matt 
Smith's Doctor is a real joy too. 
 Moffat also approaches Doctor Who as a 
fairy story, apparently — and in The Beast Below 
we're in fairy story territory.  Because of that we can 
cope with the idea that the UK is floating in space, 
a conglomerate of buildings; we can cope with the 
Space Whale which carries it.  We can get the 
moral of the story - because it certainly has one (at 
least one - more if you want to deconstruct it 
further).  The skilful design and writing allow the 
possibility of us getting and appreciating these 
things, in a way that adults (and I'd even suspect 
kids) couldn't or wouldn't when they were 
confronted with the TARDIS towing Earth back to 
its appointed place in time and space...  Those 
elements didn't work, I think, in Davies' series 
because of his penchant for realism.  Moffat is 
interested in emotional realism, but not necessarily 
in the same sort of naturalism as Davies.  We're in 
the territory of a Tim Burton or Terry Gilliam film 
than we are in Superman. 
Matt Smith and Karen Gillan put in assured 
performances. Smith's portrayal of the Doctor is 
deft and persuasive - but gone is much of the 
humanity that characterised Tennant (and 
Eccleston).  I think that Karen Gillan is the Sarah 
Jane Smith for this new generation.  Her strong 
performance and genuine appeal are remarkable.  
It remains to be seen how damaged she truly is by 
her abandonment by the Doctor - this will probably 
be a plot point for the remainder of the season. 
The supporting actors are all great too, even 
though they're in roles that don't allow a lot of room 
to breathe.  They're essentially 'types'. 
There is a great air of mystery in the story, and no 
attempt to wrap up loose ends.  There is much we 
don't know by the end (what are the 'Smilers'? will 
the obviously corrupt police state continue? who 
are the 'Winders'?), but the Doctor has done his 
job, slips away, and jumps straight into a new 
adventure.  Excellent stuff. 

 
Thanks to Col Thornby for submitting via 

Facebook 

Ben Hughes: Now [we‟ve] seen Beast Below - what do you think of 11 now? In Eleventh Hour he was 
still a bit 10ish. I am liking him possibly more than 10 now because he's modest, whereas 10 definitely 
showing his arrogance towards the end. Also 11. Is self-reflective, and definitely showing his age now. Trivia 

 

 The Doctor refers to 
the solar flares of the 
29th century that 
caused the human race 
to migrate out to the 
stars, as he does in 
The Ark In Space. 
Interestingly, that was 
Tom Baker‘s second 
Doctor Who story, just 
as this is Matt Smith‘s 
second. 

 In 1983 Pat Mills and 
John Wagner wrote the 
story Space-Whale, 
intended to introduce 
the character of 
Turlough.  It would 
have seen the Doctor 
and co landing in the 
stomach of the titular 
creature, but was 
dropped for various 
reasons and replaced 
by Mawdryn Undead. 

 Liz 10‘s ‗I‘m the bloody 
Queen!‘ is the fifth 
instance of swearing 
seen in Doctor Who; 
the others being in The 
Christmas Invasion, 
Smith And Jones, The 
Fires Of Pompeii and 
The End Of Time, Part 
1. And a Slitheen 
almost said ‗bollocks‘ in 
World War Three.    
Eh, this wouldn‘t have 
h a p p en ed  u n d er 
Hartnell. 

 Not doing very well in 
y o ur  sc h oo l w or k 
means you‘re sent to a 
hellish destination in a 
lift with a terrifying 
looking Smiler in it? 
Blimey. Climb into 
Mum‘s bed. (But then 
comfort comes when 
the Star Whale bonds 
with the little girl at the 
end.) The fact that 
Moffat is a father 
couldn‘t come across 
more loud and clear in 
his stories. 
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The TARDIS exterior features the logo of the St John 
Ambulance, last seen in 1965.  
 

When Amy and Mandy arrive at the ‗hole‘, a sign can 
be seen above the workman's tent that says ‗Magpie 
Electricals‘, a reference to the season 2 episode The 
Idiot's Lantern (#2.7) (2006), which features a shop by 
the same name selling electrical devices (esp. 
televisions), and its owner, Mr. Magpie (Ron Cook).  
 

At the end of the episode, there's a pull-back shot of 
‗Starship Earth‘.  There's a crack in the hull of the 

spaceship.  It's the same crack that was in Amelia 
Pond's house - in the location where Amelia's house 
was in Leadworth, England.  It also was the same 
crack as the pattern shown on the TARDIS scanner at 
the end of the previous episode, The Eleventh Hour.  
 

Amy's middle name is revealed to be "Jessica". 
 

When the voting system states Amy's name, the 
screen says 1,308 but the voice says 1,306.  
 

The Weeping Angels previously featured in Captain 
Jack‟s Monster Files (A Ghost Story for Christmas). 

The Victory of the Daleks 
For the first time in a couple of seasons, I repeated 
my viewing of a story.  I usually do not have time; 
indeed, I have yet to watch The Sarah Jane 
Adventures or K•9.  Upon first viewing I wondered 
what I did not see in the story - I know now what 
lacked was the reason for the story.  The entire 
adventure suits a pre-title sequence, as that three 
minute segment would be enough for this set-up story 
to justify the return of the Daleks.  I feel they wasted 
an entire episode on a plotless, content-free story 
which did nothing to advance the series other than 
character revelations for Amy, which were admittedly 

intriguing.   The ‗skittle Daleks‘ look silly and chunky; 
makes me want to collect them all.  I assume the 
colour coding would be for rank, although as Daleks 
tend to see all in blue, I wonder the point.  I would 
have written the old Daleks opening the device to 
release the new models which in turn destroyed 
Davros‘ Darlings.  Then I would run the credits and 
get into a real story with the Daleks hollowing out the 
Earth‘s core or something similar in an overly complex 
and impractical fashion.  The story, I will say, seemed 
watchable and filled the time slot; sadly though, 
without depth and the simple twists this offered 
nothing to the series as a whole. 

Beast‟s Victory of AngelsBeast‟s Victory of Angels  
“No, you look Timelord. We came first.” 

Ben Hughes: Now [we‟ve] seen Beast Below - what do you think of 11 now? In Eleventh Hour he was 
still a bit 10ish. I am liking him possibly more than 10 now because he's modest, whereas 10 definitely 
showing his arrogance towards the end. Also 11. Is self-reflective, and definitely showing his age now. 

The Beast BelowThe Beast Below  
Well, Steven Moffat again succeeded in writing an 
amazingly heart-wrenching story.  From the 
beginning itself, with the sacrifice of a child, this 
story seemed dark.  I particularly enjoyed the 
Doctor introducing himself to Amy as always 
observing and never interfering.  The concept of 
the London space ship, and the fully rounded back 
story behind it, produces a history and believability 
that allows my immersion in the world to run 
unquestioned. 
 Such simple visuals, with the booth 
machines and ceramic mask make the imagery 
work; however, the strength of Liz 10 truly brought 
the story to life for me.  The design of ‗protest‘ and 
‗accept‘ proved quite interesting, especially 
towards the end when all the revelations finally 
became unavoidable.  Once again I felt emotion 
and exhilaration flow through my chest, especially 
with the Doctor's disgust at the humans and 
especially at Amy.  Thankfully, however, Amy saw 
through it all and shamed everyone.  For my 
money, I thought the space whale actually carried 
a child; however, that would go against the parallel 
with the Doctor's situation. 
 Only niggle really came with the ‗last of 
the...‘ speeches again, though thankfully even the 
Doctor seemed tired of it.  Once again, classic 
ending.  I am sure before the next adventure there 
will be a stop-over at a dry-cleaners after the 
undignified vomit incident!  I cannot wait for the 
Daleks, and I have not felt that way since Dalek 
back in season one.  Great trailer too, although I 
hope beyond reason that the reveal does not 
involve Davros but the Emperor - or something 
new. 
 A friend did point out, however, that she 
thought the space whale too similar to a 
Torchwood story and looking back, I can see what 
she means.  Still, I think the concept and location 
do not properly cross into the same territory, albeit 
a similar species. 

Time of the AngelsTime of the Angels  
Angels, my beloved Angels, return. From the 
moment Doctor Song walks onto the screen in her 
red heels, she captures the essence of power.  I do 
not recall the last time I laughed so much during an 
episode, felt the fan boy ‗squee‘ moments, and 
then shivered with a chill brought on by fear and 
apprehension.  Steven Moffat ran the gamut of 
emotions and produced another classic.  The 
interaction between River Song and Amy produced 
some wonderful revelations and I cannot wait for 
the Doctor's relationship to unravel over the 
forthcoming series.  The very nature of their out-of-
sync partnership creates a deep feeling of 
connection between the two.  It's time the Doctor 
left the lonely wanderings and gave his hearts to 
another. 
 River Song‘s manipulation over the Doctor 
and her strength immediately present themselves 
as we see her not only being able to write in 
ancient Gallifreyan, but also fly the TARDIS 
smoothly, quietly and more accurately than the 
Doctor.  This revelation proves this story does not 
show her first encounter with the Doctor; indeed 
stories must have occurred before with their 
encounters, as the Doctor‘s level of familiarity 
seems more accepting than the last televised story. 
As for the Angels, they developed quite differently 
from those last seen in Blink; a wise move.  That 
story could never be surpassed by a sequel, so 
better to add to their lore and give them new 
motivations.  I felt my heart pumping the deeper 
they descended into the Maze of the Dead, 
especially when the now-obvious revelation took 
me completely by shock.  Using the church as the 
army made a nice twist and the Doctor's own 
personality really begins to shine through, 
especially his softer side.  The humour intercut with 
horror works perfectly, and the cliff-hanger just 
hurts.  I did not watch the trailer - as River Song 
says: No spoilers! 

Ben Hughes: saw Doctor Who: Time of Angels last night... Needed time to think about it as I was 
not prepared for the ending! As Blink was always my favourite episode of the new series I 
had high expectations - I think in the end it was neither better nor worse - it was different. 

As the Doctor says 'I've encountered Angels before, but those were just scavengers'. 
This time they're serious. Can't wait for next week's conclusion! [Status update] 

Thought of the Day 
 

Amy came into the 
TARDIS straight from her 

bed in her night dress. 
 

So when the Doctor was 
holding her outside the 
TARDIS could he see 

another crack in space? 

Doctor:  
―Big day tomorrow.‖ 

 
Amy:  

―Sorry what?‖ 
 

Doctor:  
―Well it‘s always a 
Big day tomorrow.  
We‘ve got a time 
machine. I skip 
the little ones.‖ 

VotD - Amy: 
 

―What so you mean I‘ve 
got to stay safe down 

here in the middle of the 
London Blitz.‖ 
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Control Panel Text: 
 

TARDIS: Time And 
Relative Dimension In 

Space 
 

Build Site: Gallifrey 
Black hole Shipyard 

 
Type 40 Build Date: 

1963 
 

Authorised for use by 
qualified Time Lords 
only by the Shadow 

Proclamation. 

Hungry Vampire‟s ChoiceHungry Vampire‟s Choice  
“We’re not her boys... Yes... Yes we are” 

Vampires of VeniceVampires of Venice  

  Despite some wonderful dialogue, the one 
liners and bravado wear a little thin.  A wonderful 
story which mixes humour and character 
development and adds more fear and complexities 
to vampire lore than the entire series of Twilight 
(ooh, snap!)  I rather my vampires be giant 
piranhas rather than glittery pretty boys sparkling in 
the sun.  Doctor Who did boast three other stories 
featuring creatures of the night back in the classic 
series.  State of Decay, Stones of Blood and  Curse 
of Fenric - all of which twisted the lore in a different 
direction and are all stories worth a watch.  Talking 
of the classic series, notice the first Doctor‘s face 
glaring from the library card.  I suspect he still 
needs to return some books, though he can dodge 
any late fees! 
 The companions Rory and Amy worked 
perfectly together in this adventure, although I do 
find the weaker male companion becoming a little 
tiring.  Still, Rory does find himself fighting for 
Amy‘s heart and his challenges towards the Doctor 
amuse, despite his knowledge being a little over-
reaching (regarding the power the Doctor exudes 
over others).  Classic opening sequence, however, 
resolves the awkward ending to the previous story; 
it still makes me chuckle thinking of the Doctor 
bursting out of the cake.  Actually the scenes 
featuring Rory and the Doctor all sparked, 
especially the Doctor‘s sulky reaction to Rory‘s 
indifference to the interior of the TARDIS. 
Throughout the story, they shared some great lines: 
 
 Doctor:  ―She kissed me.‖ 
 Rory:   ―You kissed her back!‖ 
 Doctor:  ―No, I kissed her mouth.‖ 
 
 For those unfamiliar with the in-joke 
regarding Casanova - the actor who played the 
tenth Doctor, David Tennant, also played Casanova 
in a Russell T Davies production back in 2005.  I 
highly recommend buying a copy of this as it really 
sneaks a look into the mindset behind the 2005-
2009 series of Doctor Who.  Quite why Matt Smith 
owes Casanova a chicken is possibly best left to 
the imagination.  
 So overall, a fun story, with more hints 
regarding the cracks in space.  Not sure we needed 
the alien element - I am still holding out for a classic 
historical story; Fires of Pompeii seems to be the 
closest we shall receive.  

―You look about nine‖ 

Amy‘s ChoiceAmy‘s Choice  

  A modern classic, this story felt nice with 
little revelations towards the end.  Sure dream 
stories tend to fail on many levels in most shows (a 
notable exception being Buffy), but here they 
managed to move the relationship of Amy and Rory 
along and provide a fun story while revealing a 
darker side to the Doctor.  Now I for one quite 
fancied this sinister element of his nature and 
would like to see this revisited in the future. 
 Seeing Rory‘s dreams of his future equate to 
Amy‘s nightmares felt rather poignant and his blind 
devotion to her counteracting with his competition 
for her heart from a man who did not want it proved 
rather engaging.  I like how the series can take a 
breather for a quiet story - and because the entire 
adventure took place in a dream, I enjoyed spotting 
the references to elements in past stories 
reconfigured to create the events taking place - just 
as in a real dream.  
  
―Oh, my boys.  My poncho boys.  If we‘re going to 

die let‘s die looking like a Peruvian folk band.‖ 
 

 I found I appreciated this story much more 
the second time I watched it; indeed, most of the 
new series reflects this sentiment.  The insight into 
the Doctor‘s mind and the lines he speaks carry 
more weight when you know his identity, as does 
the feelings Amy carries for Rory.  I do wonder how 
they managed to get engaged if she never told him 
that she loves him.  No wonder the pore dope feels 
so insecure. 

    

The Hungry EarthThe Hungry Earth  

  Welcome back Silurians, the mislabelled 
monsters of classic serials Doctor Who and the 
Silurians and Warriors of the Deep.  While we all 
felt the absence of Paul Darrow and petitioned for 
the reappearance of the Myrka, the redesigned 
creatures failed to capture my interest in the first 
part of this story.  I found it rather dull, despite the 
wonderful casting, and the cliff-hanger involved less 
hanging than Dragonfire (where Sylvester climbed 
over a cliff so he could hang). 
 I did like Rory‘s involvement with the family, 
seeing him with something to do does strengthen 
his character.  I am not sure why anyone would 
mistake him for someone in authority; however, I 
can overlook that.  The silliness of the technology 
gathering ought to be ignored, although the Doctor 
being distracted over the child worked well. 

Cold Blood 
 Okay, I will give credit for the second half being 
the superior of the stories, but (ignoring the ending) 
the story did little to capture my imagination. The 
move from heartless dissecting surgeon to mister 
loveable green man came out of nowhere and just 
what could develop from ‗underground‘ peace talks? A 
nice concept for ground work, although this holds no 
practical value out of that chamber.  Would not some 
quiet talks with higher levels of the United Nations, 
even UNIT, prove a more solid foundation? Also, why 
does the Doctor not destroy weapons with the sonic 
screwdriver more often?  Seriously useful. 
 

Rory‘s Memory 
 I did not see the death of a companion coming 
so suddenly and unexpectedly; this actually shocked 
me.  Not content with simply killing off the fiancée of 
Amy, Steven Moffat wiped all traces of him from her 
memory in such a cold and poignant way that makes 
Donna look as though she got off lightly.  Only the 
third companion to die, after the forgotten Katerina 
and the silent credits of Adric, in thirty-one seasons, it 
will be interesting to see how this plays out for the rest 
of the season.  In science fiction, death is often only 
the beginning.  Finally, seeing the fragment of the 
TARDIS sent a chill through me, as did a solo Amy 
waving.  

The Pandorica Opens 
 An elaborate opening, featuring River Song, 
paintings, royalty, and Romans, the penultimate story 
opens with an epic image.  Oh yes, the overblown 
season finales did not end with the departure of 
Russell T. Davies.  Why must it always end so 
extremely? 
 Look, I generally enjoyed it and the inclusion of 
Rory proved interesting, but River Song just seems 
over confident.  The ‗good wizard‘ story with the 
Doctor seemed too simple and the trap too complex; I 
loved the Cybermen though, possibly the scariest 
moment of the new series. 
 

The Big Bang 
 Again the second part proved stronger than the 
first; it opened with a ridiculously funny resolution, 
albeit it a simple one.  I appreciated the different tone 
and nature to the story, absolutely adored the stone 
Dalek - I want one.  

―There are no such things as stars.‖ 
 My favourite concept of Doctor Who is time-
travel within a story.  They used it quite sparingly, but 
it worked fantastically here, especially with the blatant 
abuse of the time-agent technology.  Delightful end to 
the season with ―something old, and something new; 
something borrowed, something blue‖. 

Is this how time normally passes - really slowly, in the right order? 
If there is one thing I can‟t stand, it‟s an unpunctual alien attack. 

Well... um... big question, but to me, Van Gogh is the finest painter in the world.  Certainly the most 
popular painter of all time.  The most beloved, his command of colour most magnificent.  He 

transformed the pain of his tormented life into ecstatic beauty.  Pain is easy to portray, but to use your 
passion and pain to portray the ecstasy and joy and magnificence of our world, no one had ever done 
it before.  Perhaps no one ever will again. To my mind, that strange, wild man who roamed the fields of 
Provenance was not only the world‟s greatest artist, but also one of the greatest men who ever lived. 

Matt Smith’s said on 
several occasions that 
he’d like to wear a hat 

next year. A fez maybe? 

Will Liz 10 feature in the 
Christmas special set 

on the Orient Express? 
Who else will make an 

appearance? Can’t wait.  
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Cold Blood 
 Okay, I will give credit for the second half being 
the superior of the stories, but (ignoring the ending) 
the story did little to capture my imagination. The 
move from heartless dissecting surgeon to mister 
loveable green man came out of nowhere and just 
what could develop from ‗underground‘ peace talks? A 
nice concept for ground work, although this holds no 
practical value out of that chamber.  Would not some 
quiet talks with higher levels of the United Nations, 
even UNIT, prove a more solid foundation? Also, why 
does the Doctor not destroy weapons with the sonic 
screwdriver more often?  Seriously useful. 
 

Rory‘s Memory 
 I did not see the death of a companion coming 
so suddenly and unexpectedly; this actually shocked 
me.  Not content with simply killing off the fiancée of 
Amy, Steven Moffat wiped all traces of him from her 
memory in such a cold and poignant way that makes 
Donna look as though she got off lightly.  Only the 
third companion to die, after the forgotten Katerina 
and the silent credits of Adric, in thirty-one seasons, it 
will be interesting to see how this plays out for the rest 
of the season.  In science fiction, death is often only 
the beginning.  Finally, seeing the fragment of the 
TARDIS sent a chill through me, as did a solo Amy 
waving.  

The Pandorica Opens 
 An elaborate opening, featuring River Song, 
paintings, royalty, and Romans, the penultimate story 
opens with an epic image.  Oh yes, the overblown 
season finales did not end with the departure of 
Russell T. Davies.  Why must it always end so 
extremely? 
 Look, I generally enjoyed it and the inclusion of 
Rory proved interesting, but River Song just seems 
over confident.  The ‗good wizard‘ story with the 
Doctor seemed too simple and the trap too complex; I 
loved the Cybermen though, possibly the scariest 
moment of the new series. 
 

The Big Bang 
 Again the second part proved stronger than the 
first; it opened with a ridiculously funny resolution, 
albeit it a simple one.  I appreciated the different tone 
and nature to the story, absolutely adored the stone 
Dalek - I want one.  

―There are no such things as stars.‖ 
 My favourite concept of Doctor Who is time-
travel within a story.  They used it quite sparingly, but 
it worked fantastically here, especially with the blatant 
abuse of the time-agent technology.  Delightful end to 
the season with ―something old, and something new; 
something borrowed, something blue‖. 

Vincent‟s Lodger PandoricaVincent‟s Lodger Pandorica  
“You can do loads in twelve minutes” 

Is this how time normally passes - really slowly, in the right order? 
If there is one thing I can‟t stand, it‟s an unpunctual alien attack. 

Vincent and The DoctorVincent and The Doctor  

  Fried gold, nothing beats that and this story 
comes pretty damn close.  I would rank it as one of 
my all-time favourite stories and I think Richard 
Curtis surpassed himself with a tear-jerking story 
that dealt with a seriously dark and painful subject 
and gave it warmth and depth.  
 The casting worked, the settings appeared 
authentic and the artwork scattered haphazardly 
around Vincent‘s quarters would send an art 
curator into palpitations.  Seeing how little not only 
the community, but also the artist valued his own 
work instantly brought us into the world of a 
apathetic man. 
 Seeing the interactions with Amy and 
Vincent hit home, he saw her pain and felt her loss 
even though she could not remember Rory.  The 
Doctor did, however, come off somewhat annoying 
in this story, and the alien element did seem out of 
place and needless.  Well, that‘s possibly wrong, 
something required him to see Vincent, but I would 
again prefer a little less monster.  Also the device 
he used proved somewhat silly, although I am not 
thinking any less of the story for their inclusion. 
 The art department must have worked 
overtime for this, with all the paintings and the 
transition of the night‘s sky; all around a glorious 
episode.  The TARDIS being plastered with posters 
amused, as did them burning off after the vortex 
travel.  The ending did make me cry, even with it 
being melodramatic it felt so right.  A powerful 
story, even more so with the death of Vincent 
taking place in the timeline as history dictated. 
  

―It‘s a thing. It‘s like a plan, 
but there are more grey bits.‖ 

 
 I would use this story to introduce non-
genre persons to the series as it is quite accessible 
and low-key with the science-fiction levels. 

The LodgerThe Lodger  

  As demonstrated earlier in this season, Matt 
Smith cannot keep his clothing on - not the first for 
the Doctor either, as the third Doctor, Jon Pertwee,  
also flashed some flesh in a shower scene.  
Clearly, his sailor tattoo (sorry, prison brand from 
the Time Lords) does not pass the regenerations. 
Now I did not go frame-by-frame as some perverts 
(sorry, Editors) did, so I saw nothing resembling a 
tissue compression device or sonic-screwdriver.  
 I enjoyed this story, as I do most low-key 
ones.  The concept proved quite simple and it 
allowed from some fun with the Doctor adjusting to 
normal life.  Seeing him in a call-centre and 
working a regular job amused me to no end; 
however, I would not be one to hold if an operator 
told me he needed to eat a biscuit. 
 Once again, the characterisations of the 
secondary cast prove most interesting, and the 
painfully awkward relationship resolved quite 
nicely.  I felt something more relevant ought to 
feature at the end, especially with a TARDIS-like 
ship with phased cloaking.  I liked seeing the 
Doctor playing with time, getting Amy to write the 
note and also her finding the ring. 
 I see the Doctor now expands his sporting 
repertoire to soccer, having tired with cricket.  It‘s 
nice seeing sport in science fiction that does not 
throwing balls into oddly positioned rings or making 
loud grunts and body slams.  I think the next sport 
he should take up could only be curling at the 2012 
Olympics - which, for the record, should involve 
David Tennant carrying the torch! 
 

―Bow ties are cool‖ 
 

 With relatively little Amy content, I did find 
her appearances rather irritating.  Sometimes, 
perhaps even less could prove to be more. 

Well... um... big question, but to me, Van Gogh is the finest painter in the world.  Certainly the most 
popular painter of all time.  The most beloved, his command of colour most magnificent.  He 

transformed the pain of his tormented life into ecstatic beauty.  Pain is easy to portray, but to use your 
passion and pain to portray the ecstasy and joy and magnificence of our world, no one had ever done 
it before.  Perhaps no one ever will again. To my mind, that strange, wild man who roamed the fields of 
Provenance was not only the world‟s greatest artist, but also one of the greatest men who ever lived. 

How does Roman 
Rory’s sword pierce a 
C y b e r m a n ’ s 
exoskeleton when they 
can repel bullets?  A 
rather perceptive kid 
asked t hi s  very 
question at this week’s 
BAFTA screening. 
Moffat’s [very tongue-in
-cheek] response? 
 
“If you had been paying 
attention, it was an 
extremely damaged 
Cyberman, a rubbish 
one with an entirely 
m i s s i n g  o r g a n i c 
component. That’s why 
a sword was able to go 
through it. Normally that 
wouldn’t happen with a 
f u l l y  f u n c t i o n i n g 
Cyberman, but one 
that’s recently lost its 
head and only got one 
arm is reasonably soft 
in the chest area.” 
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Who Torched 

Sarah’s K-9? 

Torchwood, Who, Sarah JaneTorchwood, Who, Sarah Jane  
He is an ex-Ianto... He has ceased to be... 

Torchwood News from SFX MagazineTorchwood News from SFX Magazine  
 

Torchwood News: Ianto Stays Dead 
 
 Russell T Davies‘ recent chat with SFX has 
seen him reveal a few things about Torchwood 
Series 4 – not least the amount of behind-the-
scenes work that has gone into forging a co-
production between BBC Wales, BBC Worldwide 
and Starz. 
 Of most interest to a good portion of 
Torchwood fans, however, will be news of Ianto 
Jones‘ mortality.  Basically, yes he is dead.  So 
Russell says: 
 ―Yes, he is, bless him.  I saw an interview 
with Gareth David-Lloyd recently where he was 
saying, ‗That‘s enough, thanks‘.  Leave him to get 
on with his career!‖ 
 

Russell T Davies: Old Torchwood ‗Cute‘ 
 
 Speaking to SFX Magazine recently, Russell 
T Davies declared that Torchwood Series 1 and 2 
were ‗cute‘ and that the changes made in Children 
of Earth were here to stay. 
 The following words from RTD about 
Torchwood Series 4 and why Children of Earth was 
a success might raise a few unhappy memories 
from long-term Torchwood fans: 
 
‗Children of Earth worked because it demoted 
Torchwood – they have no power, they have no 
status within society.  From being all-powerful they 
became terrorists on the run, practically, and that‘s 
still how it‘s all gonna work now. 
 
‗I loved the show when it was the Hub and SUV: 
the cuteness of that, the madness of that, riding 
around Cardiff with old women saying ‗Bloody 
Torchwood‘…!‘ 
 
 So many of Torchwood‘s initial fans were 
seduced by the charm of the Hub, the SUV, Tosh‘s 
shyness and Owen‘s ‗sleeping about‘ as much as 
they were by the growing Jack and Ianto 
relationship.  However it has long been the 
contention of Kasterborous that Torchwood Series 
1 and 2 were aimed not at adults as claimed, but at 
teenagers. 
 In Children of Earth, this changed – and the 
third series of Torchwood worked. Torchwood 
Series 4 should work too. 

Synopsis of The New WorldSynopsis of The New World  

  

  Starz Press-room has release the synopsis 
for the ten part Torchwood titled The New World… 
When C.I.A. agent Rex Matheson investigates a 
global conspiracy, he finds himself unearthing a 
threat which challenges the entire human race.  He 
also must tackle an alien-related global issue. 
 Torchwood, having been destroyed and 
disbanded, is ‗like a legend now … it‘s like 
something that‘s ceased to exist and is now spoken 
of only in whispers.‘  Soon, Rex and Ester are on 
the run and are seeking out the help of Captain 
Jack and Gwen.  The two teams coming together is 
a big part of the story - are they friends or 
enemies?  There‘s a lot of sparks and excitement. 
 The answers seem to lie within an old, 
secret British institute, known only as Torchwood. 
But Torchwood was destroyed years ago, and the 
keys to the institute are held by its only two 
survivors – former Police Officer Gwen Cooper, 
who has long since disappeared along with her 
husband and child, and the mysterious Captain 
Jack Harkness, a man whose history seems to 
stretch back centuries. 
 With Rex under attack from all sides, in both 
the US and the UK, he soon discovers there are 
forces at work within every level of society, 
determined to stop Torchwood‘s return.  As a chain 
of events across the world links together the most 
disparate and unlikely individuals – including a 
surgeon, a killer, senators and CEOs – a new 
Torchwood team takes shape.  But this time, the 
threat is much closer to home, as they realize that 
their greatest enemy is mankind itself… 

  

Sarah Jane Adventures UK CompetitionSarah Jane Adventures UK Competition  

  

  The BBC is looking for young designers with 
fresh ideas to work with their teams and help create 
a new The Sarah Jane Adventures game for CBBC 
by making some sound effects and/or designing a 
spaceship for the Krulius, an alien on The Sarah 
Jane Adventures website. The closing date is 5pm 
on Monday, 11th October 2010. 
 Up to eight winners will be selected to attend 
a two day master class on 23rd / 24th October  with 
leading industry professionals involved in games 
design.  They will work alongside sound designers, 
visual designers and games executives to produce 
an online game for The Sarah Jane Adventures 
website.  Oh, to be young, talented, and over there! 

Season Six B ExistsSeason Six B Exists  
 

Well, not in a post War Games pre-regenerated 
Troughton way, but by a split in screening next year. 
 
Speaking at the Edinburgh International Television 
Festival, Steven Moffat has announced that the next 
series of Doctor Who will be split in two with a 'game 
changing' cliffhanger in episode 7. 
 
‗The split series is hugely exciting because viewers 
will be treated to two premieres, two finales and more 
‗event‘ episodes.  For the kids, it will never be more 

than a few months to the next Doctor Who! Easter, 
Autumn, Christmas!!" 
 
The BBC Press Office describe the split transmission 
as the result of a request from Steven Moffat to write 
a new Doctor Who story arc which involves a big plot 
twist in the middle of the series. ‗By splitting the 
series, Moffat plans to give viewers one of the most 
exciting Doctor Who cliffhangers and plot twists ever, 
leaving them waiting, on the edge of their seats, until 
the autumn to find out what happens.‘ 
 
Can you stand a split season with an epic ending? 



 

 

  

  

29  | McGann Double Edition |  September 2010 |  

Pages 30 & 31 
 
 

Pages 32 & 33 
 
 

Pages 34 & 35 
 

Absolute Power 

Ian’s Idiosyncrasies 
 

Companion Collations 
Chaotic Geek 

 
Satellite Five 

One Step too Far 
Pages 36 & 37 

 

 
Pages 38 & 39 

 
 

Pages 40 & 43 
 

Forum Findings 
Adventure Games 

 

Club Library 
DVD Releases 

 
Meeting Relaunch 

Club  Details 

Inside this section: 
Season Six B ExistsSeason Six B Exists  

 
Well, not in a post War Games pre-regenerated 
Troughton way, but by a split in screening next year. 
 
Speaking at the Edinburgh International Television 
Festival, Steven Moffat has announced that the next 
series of Doctor Who will be split in two with a 'game 
changing' cliffhanger in episode 7. 
 
‗The split series is hugely exciting because viewers 
will be treated to two premieres, two finales and more 
‗event‘ episodes.  For the kids, it will never be more 

than a few months to the next Doctor Who! Easter, 
Autumn, Christmas!!" 
 
The BBC Press Office describe the split transmission 
as the result of a request from Steven Moffat to write 
a new Doctor Who story arc which involves a big plot 
twist in the middle of the series. ‗By splitting the 
series, Moffat plans to give viewers one of the most 
exciting Doctor Who cliffhangers and plot twists ever, 
leaving them waiting, on the edge of their seats, until 
the autumn to find out what happens.‘ 
 
Can you stand a split season with an epic ending? Whos‟ ClubbingWhos‟ Clubbing  

Pages 30 & 31 
 
 

Pages 32 & 33 
 
 

Pages 34 & 35 
 

Absolute Power 
Ian’s Idiosyncrasies 

 
Companion Collations 

Chaotic Geek 
 

Satellite Five 
One Step too Far 

Pages 36 & 37 
 
 

Pages 38 & 39 
 
 

Pages 40 & 1 
 

Forum Findings 
Adventure Games 

 
Club Library 

Meeting Details 
 

Cover Artwork 
Michael Young 



 

 

 

  

30 

 

 

 | September 2010 |  McGann Double Edition |  

Myki Teefax Richardson Re k9...am I the only 1 ? thinks that the theme music sounds 
like the ace Hanna Babera cartoon "The Herculords"....& the show is nowhere az bad 
az I thought it wood b.... 
Am I the only 1 in the Victorian Whoniverse that nearly wet themselves when I heard 
the news that (my) Sarah Jane is going 2 catch up with Jo Grant....4get the Doctor, 
this is just a bonus, this is gonna b sooooo Orgasmic....Dalek Teefax! 
Yesterday at 02:09 · Comment · Like · Report 

 
No, our secretary did too. I am quite far behind with SJA - still season one! 
Yesterday at 07:08 · Delete 

 

Ian Anthony Chapman 

18 April at 20:32 via Facebook Exporter for iPhoto 
 
Karl Lufc Roemer In case your wondering, it is still unclear whether the 2009/20 
Specials Box set (featuring all the specials from the Next Doctor through to The End 
of Time) will be released in Australia, what I suggest is that we write and email and 
phone up Roadshow, asking if/when they are going to release it here (politely) ... 
06 April at 17:58 · Comment · Like · Report 
 
Bailey Hall The Eleventh Doctor is a really awesome story, Matt Smith is a great 
Doctor. 5 stars. Liked it how they finally included a kid companion but then came 
back 14 years later. (Ian you can steal this if you want...) 
05 April at 11:26 · Comment · Like · Report 
 
Michael Young The Eleventh Hour: Fantastic! Brilliant! Amazing! Geronimo! I loved 
it ... a powerful start to what is sure to be an astounding year! Mind you, I didn't like 
the background for the credits ... very boring! 
04 April at 19:24 · Comment · Like · Report 
 
Dean Rainford The Eleventh Hour. That was amazing! Right now I'm one happy 
person. Can't wait for the rest of season 5! 
04 April at 09:47 · Comment · Like · Report 
 
Michael Young SPOILERS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
These new shots of the new TARDIS interior are ASTOUNDING!!!! WOW!!!! 
(I removed the thumbnail if you don't want to see it yet!) 
Michael. 
 

Doctor Who - inside the new Tardis - Radio Times 
www.radiotimes.com ~ In a world exclusive, we take a look inside the new Tardis, as 
modelled by Eleventh Doctor Matt Smith and his new companion Amy Pond, played 
by Karen Gillan, and compare it with some previous incarnations. 
03 April at 07:38 · Comment · Like · Share · Report 

Judith McGinness Oooooooooooooooohhhhhhhhh that's so swisho! 
Remember that backdrop we were going to do for our promo table?? Now I'm 
glad we waited. 03 April at 15:23 · Report 
 
Karl Lufc Roemer Agreed the new TARDIS console and interior looks so much 
better then the last one in the new series, got a great mix of contemporary and 
retro design 06 April at 17:55 · Report 
 

Michael Young Only 1 more hour to the premiere of K-9 on Network 10!!!!!! So 
excited! ~ K9 Official - Home - www.k9official.com ~ www.k9official.com 
03 April at 07:32 · Comment · Like · Share · Report 
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Absolute Power...Absolute Power...  
Ian’s Idiosyncrasies via Facebook 

President’s 

Report 

If you‘d rather not join the forum but still want to 
receive between-magazine news, please send an e-
mail to president@dwcv.org.au to be entered into the 
occasional Sonic Laser e-mail list. 

If anyone happens to have any old photos or videos 
from DWCV meetings, please upload them so we can 
mock all the people who used to look less round and 
sported full heads of hair, or faces of pimples too! 

You do not need to be a current member of the club 
to join, and soon I will create a new group, or is it 
page, so it can actually be more interactive and 
informative, such as Ben did with SFFiG. 

It now sits at over four months since I wrote this page, 
but since then not much else happened of general 
interest and I did not see a need for rewriting an 
unpublished page when nobody would notice. ;-) 
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Josh Boland Excited Bout the Next Meeting :D 
12 March at 21:30 · Comment · Like · Report 
 
Ian Anthony Chapman Sonic should be turning up in mail boxes tomorrow, if not 
earlier today. If you do not have it by Monday blame Australia Post (for delaying 
postage a day till Wednesday for a post code technicality which never before mattered. 
11 March at 19:27 · Comment · Like · Report 
 

Josh Boland Received mine Yesterday Read it all and Loved It :P 
12 March at 21:07 · Report 
 

Megan Townsend Finally read it yesterday. Once again, thanks to Ian and the 
Michaels for doing such an excellent job. 
14 March at 10:50 · Report 
 

Adam Conybear Hi Ian. Thanks for the complimentary sonic, I'm still intending 
to renew my membership, but cant find my damn cheque book to send the club 
the money. Well done, to the new format of sonic. It's been interesting reading. 
Will get a money order sometime next week to renew. Just cant make it to the 

 next meeting, have another commitment. 
 14 March at 18:13 · Report 
 
Karl Lufc Roemer Hi guys, just a quick heads-up/warning to those who are intending 
to buy the DVD release of The Space Museum/The Chase ... It turns out that all 
overseas copies (including R4/Australia) will have the Beatles Clip Ticket to Ride 
edited out, so if you want the complete and un 'edited' version, you'll have to buy the 
R2/UK import ... It's very annoying I know, and it looks like we won't be getting again 
the re-released version of The Paul McGann Telemovie ... 
08 March at 13:51 · Comment · Like · Report 
Renee Alpress likes this. 

 
Renee Alpress thanks for the heads up Karl! :) 
09 March at 16:59 · Report 
 
Megan Townsend I tend to buy them direct from the UK anyway, as they're often 
cheaper that way, plus I get them earlier. Similar thing happened a few years 
ago with the Goodies: the Australian set was released early and without the 

 colourised version of one episode. 
 11 March at 10:14 · Report 

 

Judith McGinness sendit.com is the best place for Dr. Who and other bargains, 
and their postage is cheap. 
11 March at 11:53 · Report 
 

Megan Townsend Yes, sendit.com is good, though for higher priced sets 
amazon.co.uk is often better as they don't charge VAT, which makes up for the 
higher postage charges. 

 11 March at 13:48 · Report 
 
Ian Anthony Chapman Oops, accidently deleted the post, but I just uploaded a heap of 
old club photos from 2005-2006, so check out the albums for some lacklustre photos! 

 

DWCV 2005-2006 
Regrettably the best dressed person at these events took the photos... 
by: Ian Anthony Chapman ~ Photos:36 
08 March at 12:04 · Comment · Like · Share 

 

Traditional Membership: 
$25 for six B/W A4 issues 
of Sonic Screwdriver, plus 
six issues of A5 Fancomic; 

one discount card 
 

Family Membership: $35 
for six B/W A4 issues of 

Sonic Screwdriver, plus six 
issues of A5 Fancomic; up 

to six discount cards 
 

Silver Membership: $45 for 
six colour A5 issues of 

Sonic Screwdriver, plus six 
issues of A5 Fancomic; up 
to six discount cards, plus 
one free pass to a regular 

Northcote meeting 
 

Gold Membership: $80 for 
six colour A4 issues of 

Sonic Screwdriver, plus six 
issues of A5 Fancomic; up
-to six discount cards, plus 
two free passes to regular 

Northcote meetings. 

Search “Doctor Who Club of Victoria” on Facebook 
Corrupts AbsolutelyCorrupts Absolutely  

Ian’s Idiosyncrasies via Facebook 

President’s 

Report 

More Members 
Paul Williams 
Jennifer Blyth 
Dean Rainford 
Angelo Kene 

Chris Teh 
Lucy Zinkiewicz 

Karl Lufc Roemer 
Spritey Saunders 

Mark Hayes 

Nancy Charmaine Fintic 
I am so in love with the Dr. 
Who series do you know 

of any fan clubs in 
Queensland??? 

31 March at 22:21 
 

Ian Anthony Chapman 
While I never made 

contact with them, I do 
know of the existence of: 
www.brisbanedoctorwho 

fanclub.com/ 
02 April at 09:46 

 
Nancy Charmaine Fintic 
Thank you so much :D 

Post on Facebook‘s 
DWCV page and join our 

online membership! 

If you‘d rather not join the forum but still want to 
receive between-magazine news, please send an e-
mail to president@dwcv.org.au to be entered into the 
occasional Sonic Laser e-mail list. 

If anyone happens to have any old photos or videos 
from DWCV meetings, please upload them so we can 
mock all the people who used to look less round and 
sported full heads of hair, or faces of pimples too! 

You do not need to be a current member of the club 
to join, and soon I will create a new group, or is it 
page, so it can actually be more interactive and 
informative, such as Ben did with SFFiG. 

It now sits at over four months since I wrote this page, 
but since then not much else happened of general 
interest and I did not see a need for rewriting an 
unpublished page when nobody would notice. ;-) 
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Companion CollationsCompanion Collations 
Originally posted on Chaotic Geek forum by Ambivalence 

Companion 

Compassion 

 F o r  t h e  p e r f e c t 
companion grouping, it's hard 
to beat the original three 
companions: Susan, Ian and 
Barbara.  The Doctor's own 
g r a nd - d au gh t e r  c l ea r l y 
presented a level of companion 
quite unique as her interaction 
and emotion with him often 
fuelled drama.  Also, having her 
two teachers along for the ride 

gave an extra level of authority and highlighted the 
show‘s original educational premise. Once Susan 
was locked out of the TARDIS to be with some bloke 
she just met (thanks Grandfather!), Vicki replaced 
her with the same character - a feeble woman who 
can scream on cue.  When Ian and Barbara arrived 
back in their own time a year after departing (who 
can see the newspaper headlines of two teachers 
disappearing with a student then coming back 
alone), the Doctor needed a new companion.  At the 
end of the next adventure (a rather good one with 
Daleks, I seem to recall), Steven managed to sneak 
on board and become a stowaway.  Now he 
replaced Ian and was there for the action and hero 
role.  A couple of short-lived companions later 
(Katarina and Sara), another lackluster one was 
shoe-horned into the series, then written out off 
screen - the aptly named Dodo.  
 

 Now we enter the golden era for 
companions.  Ben and Polly witnessed the first 
regeneration, met the first Cybermen and were both 
quite strong, although Polly did make the tea.  
Jamie, a long-time companion for the second 
Doctor, really filled the role of the viewer being 
alongside the Doctor.  We could easily imagine 
being in his position, as he came from our past and 
needed the wonders explained to him.  That said, 
his bravery and chivalry appealed to the boys and 
apparently the ladies liked him for other reasons too. 
The two female companions of the era, Victoria and 
Zoe, managed to be quite different, although I had a 
crush on both.  Victoria, a lady from the past, 
retained all the classical aspects of a woman, being 
the fairer sex and all.  Zoe wore a sparkly cat suit, 
although her intellect did at times parallel that of the 
Doctor.  She was quite independent and developed 
as a character and it was a shame she and Jamie 
had their adventures with the Doctor wiped from 
their minds by the Time Lords. 
 

 The third Doctor's companions did not do all 
that much for me, although the UNIT family did work 
wonders.  While only Liz and Jo are generally 
considered companions, the Brigadier, Sgt. Benton, 
and Capt. Yates all brought a foundation to the 
Doctor's life which would not again be seen until the 
new series.  Liz again had brains, although her 
character never developed and was written out off-
screen in an unsatisfactory manner; only to be 
replaced by Jo who annoyed me to no end, although 
her weekly knickers flash did brighten some stories. 

As for Sarah Jane, I tend to forget she spent a 
season with this Doctor.  Again she did little for me, 
too much screaming and not enough thinking.  I do 
realise she is a fan favourite though. 
 An underused companion of the fourth 
Doctor was Harry Sullivan, MD.  His character 
seemed out of time, an absolute old-boy who could 
not function in the real world, but I rather liked him. 
His character even apparently turned quite dark in 
Terror of the Zygons, and that possibly was his 
finest moment.  As for Leela, K-9, and the Romanas, 
they were all fine but the fourth Doctor's era is a low 
point in the series for me so the companions did little 
to lift it back to its stronger years. 
 

 As for the fifth Doctor, my favourite, his initial 
three companions Adric, Nyssa and Tegan were 
inherited from the previous era and dragged down 
his stories.  There were just too many companions 
to fit into a four part story; it did not work.  Adric and 
Nyssa were wet blankets at the best of times and 
even the Doctor did not seem particularly bothered 
that Adric died; not even remotely contemplating 
crossing his own timeline!  All I really remember 
about Nyssa was she spent all her era in long, 
conservative costumes, only to rip most her skirt off 
in her final story for some tenuous reason.  Tegan, I 
did like; not just because she was Australian, but 
she was a feisty, modern lady with a life away from 
the Doctor. 
 

 Her departure story was the best of all series, 
leaving with the message that her aunt told her 
when something stops being fun, walk away. ‗It's 
stopped being fun, Doctor!‘.  The Doctor looks so 
hurt, saying he left Gallifrey for the very same 
reason.  I still feel emotional thinking of that end. 
Turlough worked well because the Doctor never 
trusted him.  His character worked for the Black 
Guardian, an enemy of the Doctor, so he always 
stood somewhere on the line.  Kamelion, a fully 
functioning robot, could have been a fantastic 
companion.  However, the only person who knew 
how to properly operate the robot prop died between 
seasons, making Kamelion impossible to use in 
stories. 
 

 As for the sixth Doctor, he needed to 
withstand Peri's appalling accent for two whole 
seasons.  She either died horribly due to the Time 
Lords interfering with the Doctor‘s timeline, or 
suffered a fate worse than death by marrying Brian 
Blessed.  I did not like Mel.  At least we managed to 
forget her with the seventh Doctor's Ace.  A modern, 
rebellious character, sadly limited by the parameters 
of a family show in the late 1980s.  She would have 
received an interesting story line, becoming a Time 
Lord, if season twenty-seven had been 
commissioned.  The eighth Doctor's Doctor, Grace, 
never really hit the mark, thanks to a painfully long 
kiss in the American version of Doctor Who. 
Interesting enough as a character, she never would 
work as a full-time companion. 

 

Ambivalence 
~ 

Check out comic 
story boards for 

the classic stories 
beginning at a very 
good place to start 

 
www.dwo.co.uk 

 
Comic Shots 

 
Check them out! 

I would like to take a moment to apologise to Chris 
and Lyn for not being around on their forum lately. 
The content on their site is amazing and their 
podcasts are simply wonderful. Chaotic Geek really 

does offer something for every fan, be their interest 
only a scratch on the surface or hopelessly deep in 
the fandom barrel. I completely enjoyed my time on 
the forum and shall hopefully return shortly. 

Doctor Who Online Comics 
So far six episodes of the Comic shorts of the airdate 
order of the classic series run, I highly recommend 
that you check them out for a good laugh. 

The amount of work going into this is staggering and 
the tiny image panels on the side hardly can donate 
an ounce of justice to the wonderful work. Visit them: 

http://www.drwho-online.co.uk/comicshots/ 
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Chaotic GeekChaotic Geek  
www.forum.chaoticgeek.com 

 
 
Q) What is Chaotic Geek? 
A) Chaotic Geek is in fact two words placed side by 
side... it‘s revolutionary! 
 
Q) Why does Chaotic Geek have a forum? 
A) It was what all the cool kids were doing and we 
got caught up in the excitement... 
 
Q) So Chaotic Geek has a Podcast, a Blog, and a 
Forum? 
A) Yes we do. By the way, that‘s not a well 
structured question... would you like to try again? 
 
Q) Why? 
A) We just thought you might like another chance at 
asking a question after your last attempt. 
 
Q) I meant why do you have all three of those 
things? 
A) We‘re geeks... we like these sorts of things. 
 
Q) In the Podcast you use the names Chris and 
Lyn. Are these your real names? 

A) Define real. 
 
Q) Are they the names you were born with? 
A) Define born. 
 
Q) Never mind! 
A) That wasn‘t a question! 
 
Q) Okay... so back to the questions... Can anyone 
else edit or delete my posts? 
A) Only ZenBubble and xombiekitty can edit and 
delete posts when they are not the original posters. 
 
Q) What can I do if I see a post I believe shouldn't 
remain on the forum? 
A) Then you should contact xombiekitty and explain 
politely which post you believe needs to be edited or 
deleted, and why. 
 
Q) But I thought both ZenBubble and xombiekitty 
could do the edits and deletions. 
A) They can, but ZenBubble isn‘t interested is 
cleaning up minor spills in aisle nine, so xombiekitty 
volunteered. By the way, that wasn‘t technically a 
question. 

Posted in Topic: Chaotic Geek :: Administrivia Posted: by xombiekitty Sun Feb 07, 2010

Moderator’s 

Report 

 
 

If you enjoy the Podcast, please follow our RSS 
feed and/or subscribe to it in iTunes 

 
If you'd like to download this episode, please right 

click the title above and save :) 
 

Intro: Gareth David-Lloyd 
Supanova 

Green Lantern 
Scott's GL ring 

League Of Lanterns 
Doctor Who Club of Victoria 

Iron Man 2 
Avengers 

First Contact Conventions 
DeLuise group photo 
Marianne de Pierres 
Gifts For the Geek 

Doctor Who premiere 
Star Walking 

The Dark Lurking 
Austrek 

Supanova feedback 

 
 

Forum Categories: 
Administrivia 

All the important stuff... 
Podcast 

Chaotic Geek Podcast comments & feedback... 
Art 

Computer Generated Art, Drawings, Eye-Candy, 
Paintings, Photography... 

Fandom 
Conventions, Cosplay, Paraphernalia... 

Gaming 
Board Games, Freeforms, Live Role Playing, Online 

Gaming, Role Playing Games, Video Games... 
Listening 

CDs, Live Music, MP3s... 
Random 

Off Topic... 
Reading 

Books, Comics, Fan-Fic... 
Reality 

Health, Science-Fact, Technology... 
Watching 

DVDs, Movies, Television, Theatre... 

Posted in Topic: Podcast Show Notes :: Homepage Posted: by ZenBubble Sun April 18, 2010 

 
www.chaoticgeek.com   ~ Facebook ~ iTunes ~ RRS  ~    http://forum.chaoticgeek.com 

FACEBOOK iTUNES RSS Follow Chaotic Geek, Lyn, and Chris on Twitter.com 

xombiekitty 

ZenBubble 

I would like to take a moment to apologise to Chris 
and Lyn for not being around on their forum lately. 
The content on their site is amazing and their 
podcasts are simply wonderful. Chaotic Geek really 

does offer something for every fan, be their interest 
only a scratch on the surface or hopelessly deep in 
the fandom barrel. I completely enjoyed my time on 
the forum and shall hopefully return shortly. 

Doctor Who Online Comics 
So far six episodes of the Comic shorts of the airdate 
order of the classic series run, I highly recommend 
that you check them out for a good laugh. 

The amount of work going into this is staggering and 
the tiny image panels on the side hardly can donate 
an ounce of justice to the wonderful work. Visit them: 

http://www.drwho-online.co.uk/comicshots/ 
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By Maureen Coleman   Saturday, 15 May 2010  
 

Travelling back in time is nothing new to Matt Smith. 
But he‘ll be leaving his TARDIS behind on his latest 
mission when he revisits the decadent days of Berlin in 
the 1930s. 
Matt will be arriving in Belfast in the next few days to 
shoot a new film, Christopher And His Kind, based on 
the life of the late gay author Christopher Isherwood. 
Shooting gets under way in Belfast this weekend and it 

is understood Smith will be joining the cast after filming 
a guest appearance in the new series of The Sarah 
Jane Adventures in Cardiff. 

Christopher And His Kind, based on Isherwood‘s 1976 
memoirs, also stars Lindsay Duncan, who Doctor Who 

fans will remember teamed up with Smith‘s 
predecessor David Tennant in the 2009 special The 

Waters Of Mars. 
Smith plays Isherwood, who escapes repressive 
English society and his suffocating relationship with his 
mother (Duncan) for the politically unsafe city of Berlin. 
A request by the BBC to fly Nazi flags in the inner 
courtyard of Belfast‘s City Hall was passed by the city 

council last week, despite protests from the DUP that 
the Jewish community might find it offensive. 
 

Dr Who star in Belfast to shoot his new movie 

By  Mathew Wace Peck. 
 Is Lady Gaga in line for a guest role in Doctor 
Who, the BBC‘s long-running science-fiction drama 
series?  Apparently not.  How a throwaway quip 
turned into fact halfway across the world.  
 Earlier this month, Doctor Who Magazine 
interviewed Gareth Roberts about his involvement with 

the current series of the long-running BBC science-
fiction series, during which he confirmed that he‘d 
supplied two different scripts to Steven Moffat, the 
show‘s Executive Producer.  One, The Lodger, became 
this year‘s episode 11, and sees Gavin & Stacey‘s 
James Corden joining the Doctor and Amy Pond.  The 
other, unnamed, has been held over for possible 
inclusion in the 2011 series, which begins filming in 
Wales, UK, in July.  

 During the interview, Roberts had joked that his 
first script for Moffat ‗might end up on screen one day, 
or as an audio play in 2030, guest starring Lady GaGa, 
who will have fallen on hard times‘.  That is, until stories 
started to appear online and in British newspapers and 
magazines, claiming that Lady GaGa had been signed 
to appear in the show.  OK! claimed that Roberts had 
actually written a script that included the singer, 

suggesting that it was all down to her trademark 
costumes.  The celebrity magazine then quoted the 
writer as saying: ‗She is no stranger to dressing up and 
would be more than a match for the Doctor.  It would be 
a great coup to get her.‘ 
 Meanwhile, one UK tabloid claimed that the 
BBC wanted to sign Lady GaGa to play a villain in the 
series.  The Daily Star pointed out that the singer had 

already sported costumes that resemble Doctor Who 
aliens such as Cybermen, Yeti, Ood and Tree People, 
and claimed that ‗a source‘ had told them: ‗She is no 
stranger to dressing up and would be more than a 
match for the Doctor.  It would be a great coup to get 
her.‘  
 Now, Roberts has joked that Digital Spy sent 
the rumour around the world, telling them: ‗I know what 

Digital Spy is like!  You managed to send that Lady 
GaGa thing round the world.  The Daily Star misquoted 
me as it was a slow day in their office, and now it's in 

the New York Post!  Never mind.‘  
Queen Gaga  

 Lady Gaga is an American recording artist who 
has had a number of hits in the US and Europe since 
her debut album, The Fame, was released in 2008.  
The singer is said to have been influenced by glam-
rock artists such as David Bowie and Queen.  
Indeed, it was the Queen song ―Radio Ga Ga‖ that 

inspired her stage name. In 2009, she revealed in an 
interview to John Dingwall in the Daily Record that she 
adored the late Queen lead singer, Freddie Mercury: 
―Freddie Mercury and Queen had a hit called ‗Radio 
Gaga‘.  That‘s why I love the name [...] Freddie was 
unique – one of the biggest personalities in the whole of 
pop music.‖  

Unicorn, wasps and William Shakespeare  

 Since the show‘s return in 2005, Gareth Roberts 
has written a number of stories for Doctor Who, 
including The Shakespeare Code (2007) – which 
starred David Tennant as the tenth Doctor and Freema 
Agyeman as Martha Jones – The Unicorn and the 

Wasp (2008) – again starring Tennant with Catherine 
Tate as Donna Noble – and 2009‘s Planet of the Dead, 
which he co-wrote with Russell T Davies.  That episode 

starred Tennant, in one of his last stories as the Doctor, 
alongside Michelle Ryan as his companion, Lady 
Christina de Souza.  
 In 2005, Roberts wrote the show‘s first-ever 
interactive episode, Attack of the Graske, which starred 
Jimmy Vee as the eponymous Graske, and Tennant.  
In the current series of Doctor Who, which is Executive-
Produced by Steven Moffat, Roberts has written the 
upcoming story, The Lodger.  The episode will see the 

eleventh Doctor (Matt Smith) house-sharing with a 
character played by James Corden, who is most 
famous for playing Smithy in Gavin & Stacy, the hit 
BBC sitcom that is co-written by Corden and Ruth 
Jones.  
 Roberts is also a regular contributor to one of 
the Doctor Who spin-offs, The Sarah Jane Adventures, 
which stars four of the Time Lord‘s former companions, 
Sarah Jane Smith (Liz Sladen), K9 (John Leeson), Jo 
Grant (Katy Manning) & the Brigadier (Nicholas 
Courtney). 

Doctor Who, Lady GaGa and how a rumour swept the world 

Who‟s In The NewsWho‟s In The News  

International BBC  
iPlayer Who! 

 

BBC Director General 
Mark Thompson has told 

the Edinburgh International 
Television Festival the 
corporation is aiming to 
launch an international 

commercial version of the 
BBC iPlayer within a year. 

 

The plans, which are 
subject to approval by the 
BBC Trust, will hopefully 
allow viewers around the 

world to watch BBC 
programs, including Doctor 
Who, Torchwood and The 
Sarah Jane Adventures, 

soon after their UK 
transmission.  There are 
also plans to develop a 
way for UK license fee 

payers and British 
servicemen and women 
around the world to gain 

access to a version of the 
UK public service iPlayer. 

 

The BBC Chief used the 
MacTaggart Lecture to 

defend the BBC following 
criticism from many of its 

competitors, such as 
James Murdoch who gave 
last year's key note speech 
to the festival.  The speech 
has already been attacked 

by The Telegraph who 
singled out the free 

downloads of Doctor Who 
computer games, such as 
yesterday's release of The 
Doctor Who Adventures, 

as something the BBC has 
no business doing. 

 

[Finally, I can legally download 

Doctor Who!] 

Press  

Reports 

A World of Dramas 
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Scandal  

Corner 

21st Century  Scandal? 

Dr Who star in Belfast to shoot his new movie 

Doctor Who, Lady GaGa and how a rumour swept the world 

The Naked Doctor... 
 

The two inspirations for this edition of 
Sonic come from the recent episode 
The Lodger... 
Has Doctor Who finally gone one step 
too far???  There is a very 
unforgettable scene in The Lodger 
where the Doctor comes running out of 
the bathroom in only a towel and then 
manages to drop the towel as the 
camera sweeps down ...  all too fast to 
see anything in real time but what 
happens when that is watched back 
frame-by-frame???  Yes, although 
blurry, there is definitely something 
visible that was not a Sonic 
Screwdriver and more of the Time 
Lord that we have ever seen in all 47 
years of the show!  Have they finally 
gone too far?  We wait with baited 
breath for the release of this episode 
on Blu-ray to get the best quality 
viewing... and will there be some 
deliberate pixilation added to that 
release?  I still can‘t believe that Matt 
Smith did not wear skin-toned 
underwear for that scene!    
 

One Step Too Far?   
What do you think? 

 

I have been inspired to start a new page in Sonic ... dedicated to the most stupid comments or actions by 
people in the Doctor Who universe, and the things that may go just ONE STEP TOO FAR!!!             MY 

One Step Too Far...One Step Too Far...  

Gareth Roberts... 
 

Then we come to this month‘s award for the biggest 
dickhead in the Doctor Who universe...  It goes to 
the writer of The Lodger, Gareth Roberts for 
something he said in issue 423 of the official Doctor 
Who Magazine: 
 
DWM asked, after a joking conversation about the 
episode originally including Meglos:  ‗...how does 
Gareth think the episode might have been received 
by the fans – particularly those who are more, er, 
enthusiastic at posting their opinions online?‘ 
Roberts replied:  ‗Well, I‘m afraid I can‘t stop myself 
from reading the internet, Steven told me to put it 
away but I‘ve disobeyed him.  The human tragedy 
of the internet is fascinating.  Every nutter in the 
world now thinks they have a right to be heard.  But 
if they all died tonight even their mothers wouldn‘t 
notice, let alone BARB (Broadcasters‘ Audience 

Research Board).  These people know nothing…‘ 
The arrogant, fat, hypocritical, over-rated, vile 
p****!!!  How easily some people forget that there- 
but-for-circumstance and luck go they... It is 
certainly not all because of talent!  So many people 
in the Doctor Who universe who are now making a 
fortune from it were nothing more than opinionated 
fans once!  Russell T Davies has made comments 

about how the ‗internet criticism‘ damages some 
writers and they should not read it, at least he said 
it with a bit more dignity even if it was wrong and 
uncalled for, but this, from Roberts, is unbelievably 
offensive and vicious!  (As for Davies‘ comments, 
writers on Doctor Who do not deserve special 
treatment and protection from reality and opinions 
of viewers, they need to suck it up, grow up and 
learn from it as these opinions can help make them 
better writers.)  By the way, I thought Robert‘s first 
Doctor Who novel that I read, Only Human, was 
childish crap! 
 

Back here in the real world, if a high profile team 
member from a big business said of their clients in 
public  ‗...if they all died tonight even their mothers 
wouldn‘t notice…‘ they would be immediately 
dismissed!  How much worse is it for a ‗children‘s 
writer‘ to say such a thing?  No matter what he has 
written before or will write in the future, it will 
forever be tainted by the foul stench of his 
offensive,  judgemental  comments.  Has Roberts 
gone ‗One Step Too Far‘?  No, he has gone One 
Giant Leap Too Far!!! 
 

If he doesn‟t quickly learn to keep his big mouth 

shut, he may soon loose his highly privileged 

position!                                                              MY 

BBC Music 
The Specials - OST 

 
1. Vale 
 

The Next Doctor 
2. A Victorian Christmas  
3. Not the Doctor  
4. A Bit of a Drag  
5. In the Sea of Memory  
6. Hidden in the Closet  
7. Wonder of Balloons  
8. Forceful Intelligence  
9. Greats of Past Time  
10. March of Cybermen  
11. Goodbyes  

 
Planet of the Dead 

12. Disturbance in Night  
13. The Cat Burglar  
14. Alone in the Desert  
15. Special Sort of Bus  
16. Stirring in the Sands  
17. Lithuania 
 

The Waters of Mars 
18. Letter to Earth  
19. By Water Borne ...  
20. Fate Little Adelaide  
21. Altering Lives 
 

The End of Time 
1. We Shall Fare Well  
2. A Frosty Ood  
3.Dream of Catastrophe  
4. All in the Balance  
5. A Ruined Gaol  
6. Wilf's Wiggle  
7. Minnie Hooper  
8. The End Draws Near  
9. Gallifrey  
10. Final Days  
11. Council of Lords  
12. The Master Suite 
13. Ruined Childhood  
14. A Chaotic Escape  
15. The World Waits  
16. A Longing to Leave  
17. Lot of Life Behind 
18. Dealing Menace  
19. Speeding to Earth  
20. Last Stand  
21. The Clouds Pass  
22. Four Knocks  
23. Song for Ten 
24. Vale Decem  
25. Vale  
26. The New Doctor 
 
Released 20/9/2010 
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John Resigns for a Fourth 

Rank: Adipose 
TARDIS Travelers 
Posts: 6 
Member No.: 42 
Joined: 2-Feb 10 

 
 
Rank: Time Tot 
 
TARDIS 
Travelers 
Posts: 121 
Member No.: 8 
Joined: 22-April 09 

 
Currently sitting at the back of the club's meeting, 
Shakedown is screening which seems interesting 
enough although the story does seem to go on 
forever. This week obviously featured the 
convention and while most of my club work for that 
was completed with the Sonics, I did create some 
more promotional posters for the club's table, a 
reference database with non-personal information, 
and a price inventory as we are now using both the 
clubs accounts (convention / general). This way we 
should generate a more balanced accounting 
system to keep memberships separate from the self 

 
generating convention fund - in theory. I will be 
updating news and other such on the forum later 
tonight. As far as other committee duties go, David 
did a fantastic job at hosting today's meeting, Kerry 
fully updated the database with the new and 
renewed members (we must have 255 now), 
Michael sent me the template for the next Sonic, 
Craig set-up the meetings efficiently, and Natalie 
Scharley has been elected into the position if 
general committee. She currently is also the 
librarian for the slowly developing Video Library. 
===> Mostly weekly forum posted President‘s report 

 
 
QUOTE (ambivalence @ Mar 28 2010, 07:07 AM) 

I was wondering about how to count the movie 
myself, actually. It can't really be included in any 
season as it's too far away and too different, and it's 
not a season in itself. I think the specials tend to be 
considered either a continuation of Series 4 (in 
episode codes) or a sort of in between, neither one 
nor the other series. 
 
The episode codes could look something like this: 
(for the sake of argument, I'll go by stories for 
Classic series) 

 
 
 

An Unearthly Child - CS01E01 
The Mysterious Planet - CS23E01 
Doctor Who: The Movie - M01 / S27.5E01 
Rose - NS01E01 / S28E01 
 
I'm struggling with the short specials like Time 
Crash and Music of the Spheres, though. Would 
you call Time Crash NS04E14, or would you give 
that code to Voyage of the Damned, and call TC 
NS04E13.5? 
 

Warmaster: Season 31? I take it that Paul McGann does not count and also the specials are not 
included (as with Season 5). Wasn't Section 31 in Star Trek anyway; a spy unit, back in DS9? 

Trivial:  Posted:        Report Quote 

 
 
If I were writing a list where I needed my own, non-
production codes, then maybe: 
 
An Unearthly Child - CS01E01 
The Mysterious Planet - CS23E01 
Doctor Who: The Movie - NS01E00 
Rose - NS01E01 
Specials (just go up one number from episodes, 
with Time Crash etc, getting the pervious number 
with an x... Attack of the Graske NS01E13X. 
 
Still not sure about Infinite Doctor or Dreamland 
 

 
 
Here is something different: Knitting Patterns - A 
Dalek, TARDIS, and K9 included! 

 
http://entropyhouse.com/

 

 

Rank: Time Bandit 
 
Council Timelords 
 
Posts: 189 
Member No.: 2 
Joined: 19-April 09 

Rank: Time Bandit 
 

Council Timelords 
 

Posts: 189 
Member No.: 2 
Joined: 19-April 09 

ambivalence: Posted:        Report Quote 

ambivalence: Posted:        Report Quote 

DalekMaster:  Posted:        Report Quote 

Forum Fanciers 

Join Us 

Joining the Doctor Who Club of Victoria’s forum 
page is free and a convenient way of contacting 
the club without having to join Facebook or  the 
suffer the problems of the main website. 

Speaking of which, we need a new web master, so 
anyone with programming experiencing please 
come forth and offer your assistance so our 
website can actually function fully. 

As you will read in the news section of Sonic, all 
these games will be made available on the BBC 
site to international gamers for a fee, as will the 
entire BBC site including the video sections 

featuring the new episodes of Doctor Who. 
Details have yet to be fully published, but it will 
be wonderful to finally have unrestricted access 
to the home of the Doctor and his content. 

The Adventure GamesThe Adventure Games  
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Season Five 

Game News 

Destiny of the DoctorDestiny of the Doctor  
Next Issue: Nintendo Wii and DS Who Games 

 The Doctor, Amy and some of the show's 
most iconic monsters will be making the journey 
from TV to your home computers, as we unveil 
Doctor Who: The Adventure Games. 
 These four new adventures will take the 
form of free downloadable computer games 
available for PC and Mac, in which players 
assume control of the Doctor and Amy as they 
embark on new adventures which complement 
the new TV series. 
 Doctor Who: The Adventure Games has 
been produced by a team drawing on the very 
best talent from TV and gaming.  The interactive 
episodes are Executive Produced by Steven 
Moffat, Piers Wenger and Beth Willis, along with 
Anwen Aspden (BBC Wales Interactive) and 
Charles Cecil - one of video gaming's most 
revered creators. 
 The games are being developed by Sumo 
Digital, one of the UK's best game designers. 
Stories and scripts are from Phil Ford (co-writer 
Waters of Mars) and James Moran (Severance, 
Torchwood: Children of Earth).  The project has 
been commissioned for BBC Online by the Vision 
Multiplatform team, headed up by Simon Nelson, 
and is being driven by BBC Wales Interactive. 
 Matt Smith and Karen Gillan have been 
digitally recreated in-game, and have provided full 
voice-overs.  Music has been provided by TV 
series composer Murray Gold.  An additional cast 
will portray original characters and classic 
enemies. 
 ‗Children don't just watch Doctor Who - 
they join in.  They make up games, invent their 
monsters, create their own stories,‘ says Steven 
Moffat, Head Writer and Executive Producer, 
Doctor Who.  ‗Now, there's something else - now 
they can be the Doctor in brand new episodes. 
Doctor Who: The Adventure Games will offer fans 
of the Doctor a unique opportunity to enter his 
world, face his challenges and grapple with his 
deadliest foes. 
 ‗By developing these games alongside the 
new TV series, we've been able to weave exciting 
narrative strands with the very finest game design 
to create a new kind of Doctor Who, which can be 
enjoyed by the whole family.‘ 
 ‗There aren't 13 episodes of Doctor Who 
this year,‘ adds Piers Wenger, Head of Drama, 
BBC Wales and Executive Producer, Doctor 
Who. ‗There are 17 - four of which are interactive. 
Everything you see and experience within the 
game is part of the Doctor Who universe: we'll be 
taking you to places you've only ever dreamed 
about seeing - including locations impossible to 
create on television.‘ 
 Simon Nelson, Head of BBC Multiplatform 
in Vision, continues; ‗A few years ago we couldn't 
have dreamt of commissioning such an 
innovative form of drama.  By integrating the 
creation of these 'interactive episodes' with the 
development of the TV series, we've been able to 

create amazing two-hour dramas in which you 
control the action.  We've all imagined what it 
would be like to come face-to-face with some of 
the universe's most terrifying monsters - now 
viewers can find out for themselves. 
 ‗Establishing new forms of drama is 
exactly what the BBC should be doing.  By aiming 
these 'interactive episodes' at the broad audience 
of TV show - unique in British television, in that it 
encompasses at least three generations - we're 
aiming to encourage the family to gather round 
the PC or Mac in the same way they do the 
television.  Driving computer literacy is a 
keystone of the BBC's public service remit and 
we expect Doctor Who: The Adventure Games to 
be hugely popular in the homes of Britain this 
year. 
 ‗Only the BBC could produce such an 
innovative slice of new drama.  We're offering two
-hour original Doctor Who episodes to production 
standards on a par with the TV series, working 
with the very best creative people within the UK.  
We're hugely proud of Doctor Who: The 
Adventure Games, which will establish new 
standards in interactive drama and allow families 
the country over to enjoy Doctor Who stories in 
unique and innovative ways.‘ 
 ‗Doctor Who: The Adventure Games will 
offer the chance for Doctor Who fans to visit 
places they've only dreamed of, facing off against 
monsters they've previously had to imagine,‘ 
concludes Anwen Aspden, Executive Producer, 
BBC Wales Online.  ‗Players will visit places 
which have never been shown on television - and 
these will go on to define the look and feel of 
future TV episodes.‘ 
 The titles of the first 3 adventures (all 
released) are City of the Daleks; Blood of the 
Cybermen; TARDIS.  The 4th one is out in 
October. They take players on a journey 
throughout time and space, including one location 
from the Doctor Who series which has never 
been seen before on screen.  Players will 
encounter new and original monsters, in stories 
which form part of the overall Doctor Who canon. 
The first episode of Doctor Who: The Adventure 
Games will be available to download for PC and 
Mac from this very website in June 2010.  Its title 
will be revealed at a special press event on April 
21st 2010. 

Trivial:  Posted:        Report Quote 

ambivalence: Posted:        Report Quote 

ambivalence: Posted:        Report Quote 

DalekMaster:  Posted:        Report Quote 

Joining the Doctor Who Club of Victoria’s forum 
page is free and a convenient way of contacting 
the club without having to join Facebook or  the 
suffer the problems of the main website. 

Speaking of which, we need a new web master, so 
anyone with programming experiencing please 
come forth and offer your assistance so our 
website can actually function fully. 

As you will read in the news section of Sonic, all 
these games will be made available on the BBC 
site to international gamers for a fee, as will the 
entire BBC site including the video sections 

featuring the new episodes of Doctor Who. 
Details have yet to be fully published, but it will 
be wonderful to finally have unrestricted access 
to the home of the Doctor and his content. 
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New DWCV Meeting DetailsNew DWCV Meeting Details  
DVD Dates and Details ~ DWCV Library Now Open 

Most Region Two DVDs will be Region Four compatible, but do check before buying as this is not always the 
case.  The content on all DVDs tends to be identical.  The Revisitations Box Set is the first in a series of        
re-releases adding more special features or update restoration procedures (and to empty wallets too!) 

SJA Season Four Titles 
 

4.1 / 4.2: The Nightmare 
Man by Joseph Lidster 

 
4.3 / 4.4: The Vault of 
Secrets by Phil Ford 

 
4.5 / 4.6: Death of the 

Doctor by Russell T. Davie 
 

4.7 / 4.8: The Empty 
Planet by Gareth Roberts 

 
4.9 / 4.10: Lost in Time 

by Rupert Laight 
 

4.11 / 4.12: Goodbye, 
Sarah Jane Smith 

by Gareth Roberts & 
Clayton Hickman 

While we talked of this for some 
time, the Doctor Who Club of 

Victoria now can boast its very 
own library with the following 
donated items available for 

borrowing on a between-meeting 
basis. We would like to expand the 
library so let us know what items 

you would like to see in the 
collection or alternatively donate 
some books or DVDs yourself. 

 

For practical and cost reasons, we 
do not hold any Doctor Who 
books; however a few can be 

found with the AusTrek library and 
a huge collection can be found at 

the MSFC, although they are 
separate from their main collection 

so you will need to ask.  Both 
those clubs will require you to be a 

member, for obvious reasons, 
before you can borrow any of their 

items. Same goes for us too. 

Airzone Solution 
Auton 1 & Cyber Hunt - Audio 
Auton 2 Sentinel & Green Man 

Confidential series 1-3 & Specials 
Confidential series 4 plus Specials 
Dimensions in Time: 1993 Sketch 

Longleat '83: Greatest Show 
More than 30 Years in TARDIS! 

Patrick Troughton in America 
Real Time: Colin Baker 

Roboto of Danger (Fan Film) 
Scream of the Shalka (Richard E 

Grant) 
Shada: Paul McGann 

Ultimate Adventure - 3rd and 6th 
 

Panopticon Tapes: 3 DVD Sets 
1: Main Event with 2. Early Years 
3. Pertwee Years w/ 4. JNT Years 
5. Dragonfire with 6 Panopticon VII 

 

The Stranger: 3 DVD Sets 
Summoned by Shadows  

More than a Messiah + Interviews 
In Memory Alone + Outtakes 

Sound Track Season One 
Missing Stories Soundtracks 

Abominable Snowmen 
Daleks‘ Master Plan 
Enemy of the World 

Faceless Ones 
Fury from the Deep 

Highlanders 
Macra Terror 
Moonbase 

Power of the Daleks 
Space Pirates 
Web of Fear 

Wheel in Space 
 

Abslom Daak: Dalek Killer 
Brain Teasers and Mind Benders 
Ninth Doctor: Collected Comics 

Dragon‘s Claw: Forth Doc Comics 
Iron Legion: Forth Doctor Comics 

Quiz Book: One and Two 
Tides of Time: Fifth Doctor Comics 
TSV: Issue 75 and 76: NZ DWFC 
Shooting Scripts: Season 2005 

2010: The Year We Make Contact 
Third Saturday of the Month - Northcote Town Hall - Noon till Five 

Sarah Jane Adventures: Series 
Four Titles Confirmed - See side 
bar for details!  
 The series is expected to be 
the biggest and best yet, due to the 

support from CBBC and hosts 
some brand new villains including, 
The Nightmare Man, The Dark 
Horde, Men in Black, Tudors and 
Nazis!  Julian Bleach who 
appeared in Doctor Who as Davros 
and as The Ghost Master in 
Torchwood, completes the set by 
appearing as The Nightmare Man, 
in what is set to be his scariest 
villain yet.  Series four will air in the 
UK next month or so. 

Check out this great series 
featuring a different television show 
each week hosted by two 
wonderfully ladies giving their view 
on the stories and actors. It‘s free! 

http://womentalkscifi.com 

Lost Library of UkkoLost Library of Ukko  

Northcote Town Hall 
20th of Nov: 1:00 to 4:00 
18th of Dec: 11:00 to 4:00 

 By the time this issue of Sonic makes 
it into everyone‘s hands, the next Northcote 
Town Hall meetings will be on the 20th of 
November; then the 18th of December. 
After that, the meetings will be held on 
alternate months, starting later next year. 
The town hall meetings for 2011 will be on 
the second Saturday of March, May, July, 
September, and November. 
 The reason for this will be to cover 
the cost of two rooms, boost the quality of 
meetings and their turn-out, and hopefully 
stop conflicts with every gosh-darn 
convention Melbourne decides to offer!  We 
may do smaller activities in the missing 
months if there is enough interest.  There will 
be a Christmas meeting in 2011, although it 
may be at a different location. Meeting 
details will be confirmed in Sonic 
Screwdriver 180. 

Dark Guardians Room 
 In the screening-less room, there will 
be presentations, discussions and an 

auction, plus maybe something to watch. 
White Guardian’s Room 

 A children's table will offer colouring 
books, Doctor Who Adventures magazines, 
Sonic Screwdriver and Comic inserts, plus a 
portable DVD with SJA or K•9  playing. 
 The library table will boast a new 
range of non-BBC DVDs,  audio adventures 
of the second Doctor and a donations box 
suspiciously close to a request list. 
 Placed in tripping distance of the front 
door, the membership table will be there for 
the usual entrance fee, Sonic collection, 
raffle and door prizes.  
 Dastari's Kitchen will offer a small 
selection of chilled soft drinks, bags of crisps 
or goodies, and maybe even donuts and 
biscuits.  Tea and coffee will be free, though 
a donation would be welcome. 
 Finally we have a game table where 
board games including Battle to Save the 
Universe, and The Time Wars, plus card 
games Uno and Top Trumps will sit next to 
the remote Daleks. 
 More of anything can be added with 
your help, so please offer anything you can. 

Games of RassilonGames of Rassilon 

Blue Vortex 

Club Future 
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All material for Sonic is 

researched by child labourers 

who stayed up past bedtime 

Time and the Rani 
Out Now 

 
Revisitation Box Set Vol 1 

4th of October 
 

Sarah Jane Adventures 
Complete Season Three 

18th of October 
 

The Seeds of Doom 
25th of October 

 
Complete Season Five 

(DVD/Blu-Ray) 

8th of November 
The Dominators 

Out Now 
 

Series Five Volume Three 
Out Now 

 
K-9 

Complete Season One 
29th of September 

 
Series Five Volume Four 

7th of October 
 

Revenge of the Cybermen 

Silver Nemesis Box Set 
7th of October 

Sarah Jane Adventures 
Complete Season Two 

 

Australian Release 
Announced Soon 

 

Revisitations Box Set Vol. 1 
(Special Edition Collection) 

 

Caves of Androzani 
Talons of Weng Chiang 

The Movie (1996) 
 

UK Release of Sherlock 
Out Now - Steven Moffat 

Region 2Region 2  Region 4Region 4  Coming SoonComing Soon  

Most Region Two DVDs will be Region Four compatible, but do check before buying as this is not always the 
case.  The content on all DVDs tends to be identical.  The Revisitations Box Set is the first in a series of        
re-releases adding more special features or update restoration procedures (and to empty wallets too!) 

2010: The Year We Make Contact 
Third Saturday of the Month - Northcote Town Hall - Noon till Five 

Friday Nights 
8 PM till 11 PM 

First Visit - Gold Coin 

Non-Members - $5.00 
St. David’s Uniting Church Hall 

74 Melville Road, West Brunswick 

September 3rd Steam Punk Discussion Hosted by author Ged Maybury 

September 10th Trivia and Food Night Soup-er Food, mostly without the -er bit 

September 17th John Marsden Discussion The Tomorrow series discussed and analysed  

September 24th BBC 1950s Horror Spoof Doctor Terrible‘s House of Horrible 

October 1st Trivia and Food Night Answer questions over Asian eatables 

October 8th War of the Worlds Hear the original broadcast which scared Americans 

October 15th Author Recommendation Bring along a book and a couple of arguments 

October 22nd Fan-Off: 2010 Which television sci-fi show is the best? 

October 29th Sea Quest Voyage to the Bottom of the Sea: Next Generation 

November 5th Trivia and Food Night Halloween theme, albeit slightly late! 

November 12th Book Vs. Film Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep /Blade Runner 

November 19th Spoof Film Night Sev Trek - Animated Star Trek Spoof 

November 26th Monarch Based Fantasy Limited range in socio-economic fantasy settings 

December 3rd Trivia and Food Night Festive food with seasonal offerings 

December 10th Tron The one and only - until Legacy next week! 

December 17th Break-Up Celebrations Last meeting for 2010. Celebrate and say farewell 

Sarah Jane Adventures: Series 
Four Titles Confirmed - See side 
bar for details!  
 The series is expected to be 
the biggest and best yet, due to the 

support from CBBC and hosts 
some brand new villains including, 
The Nightmare Man, The Dark 
Horde, Men in Black, Tudors and 
Nazis!  Julian Bleach who 
appeared in Doctor Who as Davros 
and as The Ghost Master in 
Torchwood, completes the set by 
appearing as The Nightmare Man, 
in what is set to be his scariest 
villain yet.  Series four will air in the 
UK next month or so. 

Check out this great series 
featuring a different television show 
each week hosted by two 
wonderfully ladies giving their view 
on the stories and actors. It‘s free! 

First Saturday 
Each Month 

 
1pm to 5pm 

Northcote Town Hall, 
High Street, Northcote 

www.austrek.org 

Second Saturday 
Feb, April, June, Aug 

Oct, Dec  
 

Whitley College 
50 The Avenue, Parkville 

Mel Ref: 43 F1 

Last Friday 
Every Month 

 

6:30 @ Grandma Funks 
256 Swan Street 

 

8:30 @ Richmond Library 
415 Church Street 



 

 

River Song’s Photo Diary...River Song’s Photo Diary...  

| www.dwcv.org.au | 

 

 

MEMORIES OF 2010MEMORIES OF 2010  


