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Want to Help 

Anyone interested in 
assisting the club in any 
manner, however small, 

please contact us. 
 

We always need content for 
Sonic, so please submit 

anything you create.  Help 

at meetings is also needed, 
so please come forward. 
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Have you renewed yet?  Issue # 178 is coming out in June! 

CARD MANIA/POPCULTCHA 
111 Ryrie Street, Geelong, 3220  

5229-1992 
 

They are especially good for the 12" radio-controlled 
Daleks – and often have „not quite right‟ models at a 

fraction of the price if you're prepared to accept a 
fault that is usually simple and repairable.  They 
have offered us a generous 15% on all full-price 

stock for your FIRST purchase (then 10% ongoing) 
and have given us an online code – DRWHOCLUB. 

Website is www.popcultcha.com 

 
MUSIC PLAY GAMES/DVDs 

 50 Bourke Street,  Melbourne 
 9650-0652 

 

They stock an interesting range of all the obscure 
DVDs and boxed sets we like – new and used – that 

are hard to find elsewhere.  They have offered us 
5% off their already favourable prices (floor stock 

only).  Show your membership card to Rex... 

Gifts for the Geek 
123 Little Malop Street, Geelong, 3220 

 5229-3630 
 

10% discount for members on production of 
membership card, or if ordering online, quote 

WHOWHO.  For further details, e-mail 
sales@giftsforthegeek.com.au 

You can even subscribe to an e-mail newsletter  
which provides details of upcoming sales, specials 
and other opportunities.  Look for their website at 

www.giftsforthegeek.com.au. 
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121 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne, 3000  
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Our long-serving sponsor who offer 5% to 10% 
discounts on a range of Doctor Who merchandise.  
In addition to the obvious, they also stock a huge 
selection of other sci-fi, fantasy, manga, anime, 

books, comics and figurines.   www.minotaur.com.au 
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How to Join the Doctor Who Club of Victoria EDITORIAL 

You can join in multiple ways, the simplest of which 
is in person at a meeting.  Alternatively, you can 
send a letter with your postal details together with a 
cheque/money order to: 

 PO Box 8080, Rippleside, Victoria, 3215 
 

If you are one of those computer types, we also 
accept PayPal payments through  

www.paypal.com.au sending the funds to: 
treasurer@dwcv.org.au 

Please send your membership details to both that 
address and secretary@dwcv.org.au to speed up 
your membership processing.  Now do remember to 

send your details as half the people who pay via 
PayPal do not and tracking them down can be 

harder than just an email.   
If you are unsure about joining the club or would just 

like a promotional pack, please contact 
secretary@dwcv.org.au and we will send one out 

promptly. Please don‟t hesitate to ask any questions. 
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Next Issue 

 

The next issue ... #178 ... 
is almost complete and 

will be released next 
month.  It contains a full 

transcript of our 
exclusive interview with 

PAUL McGANN 
conducted at the recent 

Tri-Con event here in 
Melbourne. 

 

 

That said, we are always 

looking for new and 
interesting articles, so if you 

have a strange or terrible 

item in your collection, why 
not tell us and share your 

shame with people who can 

judge and mock you, while 
feeling secretly guilty for 
wanting to go on eBay to 

track it down for 
themselves. 

 
 

Any news, gossip, and 
spoilers, including pictures 
are always useful so please 

send us details, or just 
links, to save us time having 

to source all  this material 

for ourselves. It‟s work, 
after all! 

 
 

sonicscrewdriver@dwcv.org.au 

Junior Sonic 

Want more children's or 
young adult content in  
Sonic?  Well, submit us 
some drawings, photos, 
jokes, or reviews and we 
will publish your work. 
The more material we 
receive, the bigger the 

‟Junior Section‟ will be - 
get submitting! 

Comic 1.4 

Sonic is printed on paper  

sourced from old-growth rain 
forests protected by hippies. 

Contents and EditorialContents and Editorial  
Please note new details - bulk renewal issue # 177 

Well, here we are again ... another issue of SONIC SCREWDRIVER Magazine for the Doctor Who Club of 
Victoria.   As we said last time, this is a Celebration Edition of the amazing Russell T Davies Years of Doctor 
Who and another extended edition as well ... you are always getting far more than your money‟s worth from 

Sonic these days! 
 

This is also a celebration of one of our longest serving and most prolific columnists ... Jack! Of All Trades ... 
who has been contributing to Sonic Screwdriver for years now.  Revisiting his years of DW Spoiler Reviews 
as well as his brand new review of Series 1!!!  Unfortunately, Jack! will be cutting back on his contributions 
from now on as he has to give more energy to the many other demands on his time.  We all want to thank 
Jack! for the years of informative, amusing and sometimes controversial opinions that he has shared with 

us ... you will never be replaced!  And who will Ian contradict now??? 
 

So now, even more than ever, we need new contributions from members ... remember there are around 300 
of you out there and only a very few of you make the effort to contribute...  

So don‟t think about it ... DO IT!!! 
 

This was intended to be a double issue #177/#178 but we needed to separate them for time reasons (Ha! 
How appropriate!)  Still, this issue combined with the size of the next issue, we should be saying that these 
together are issues #177/#178/#179 !!!  Next Issue will include our exclusive interview with Paul McGann 
when he was here in Melbourne recently, as well as a heap of other new and interesting pages of fan made 

content.  There is still room for more if you send in a contribution!   
 

So, enjoy this latest Sonic issue ... See you next time!  MICHAEL YOUNG ~ Editor/Designer/Writer 

Bulk Renewal - No More Issues for Most Members - Rejoin Now 

 

Now is the time to renew to make sure you do not miss out on your 
subscription to Sonic Screwdriver and the Special Edition bonus 

comics.  Surely the best DW Fan Magazine around? 

Look inside the front cover to find out the best way for you to 
renew and which rate would suit you best.  

Consider going Silver – only $35 for a family! 

Final issue if you have not renewed! Final issue if you have not renewed!   See page 2 for Renewal details!See page 2 for Renewal details!  



 

 

  

4 

 

 

 | May 2010 |  RTD Years Edition |  

The Writer‟s Tale   
by Russell T Davies with 

Benjamin Cook 
 

 History will attest that one of 
the greatest TV writers and producers 
of the 21stCentury is Russell T 
Davies!  His two most recognised 
works are the 2005 revival of Doctor 
Who and his groundbreaking turn of 
the century creation Queer As Folk;  
most people will be unaware that his 
opportunity to work on Doctor Who 
would not have materialised without 
the previous success of QAF.  Russell 
is one of the luckiest men in the world 
because he has his lifetime dream job 
on his dream TV show.   

Reading this book prompted me to re-watch 
Season 1 of the original UK version of QAF – and I 
was amazed to note that every episode had some 
Doctor Who reference in it!  One had a clip of 
Davros from Genesis Of The Daleks and two more 
had the actual K-9 prop in them – a taste of things 
to come in Doctor Who! 
 

 The Writer‘s Tale gives us a glimpse into a 
year in Russell‟s manic creative world through an 
ongoing series of emails and text message 
between him and Doctor Who Magazine journalist 
Ben (Benjamin) Cook; including various versions of 
scripts for series four as they were created and 
reworked.  The books covers the period from 17 
February 2007 to 26 March 2008, which is a 
brilliant idea with an equally brilliant result!  
 Over 500 pages of detail takes a long time 
to put together and an equally long time to read but 
it is fascinating, informative, annoying and amusing 
from start to finish.  It would be very useful for all to 
note that this book should have an „M‟ rating (or at 
least „PG‟) because of the very open, honest and 
amusing comments and stories it contains.  Russell 
is amazingly open about his sexuality; even down 
to how he is obsessed with some of the guest cast 
such as Russell Tovey or “Charlie Hunnam‟s 
arse” (from Queer As Folk).    Definitely NOT a 
book for the kids to read but still very funny! 
 

The book is beautifully presented with a simple and 
elegant design.  It includes some new and 
interesting pictures and original sketches and 
cartoons by Russell.  Some of the highlights 
contained in this treasure: 
 

 Watching the creation of the character of the 
new companion, who was originally to be called 
Penny.  While often discussing the similarities 
between Penny and Catherine Tate‟s Donna, 
Russell never thought for a minute that Catherine 
would be willing or able to return to the show for a 
full season.  However, he discovered she was 
enthusiastic about returning and after many 
discussions, the deal was done on the 19th March 
2007, to Russell‟s ongoing amazement.  Just five 
days after that, Russell was at the  Season Three 
Press Launch and he had the fateful conversation 

with William Baker, Kylie Minogue‟s creative 
director.  That began another series of “never 
gonna happen” discussions between Russell and 
Ben – that culminated in Kylie‟s excellent 
performance in last year‟s record-breaking 
Christmas Special.  Not to mention the predictable 
fanboy / gayboy excitement over meeting Kylie for 
the first time and so on ...  
 

 The various insights into the workings of the 
industry are fascinating.  There‟s the sad story of 
how the illness and eventual death of actor Howard 
Attfield who played Donna‟s dad led to the 
character being replaced in the scripts by her 
grandad; which created the opportunity to bring 
back Wilfred and build on the “coincidences” 
surrounding Donna; resulting in a reshoot of those 
amazing scenes on the hilltop with the telescope.  
Also mentioned is the sad death of David Tennant‟s 
mother.  The insights also cover the other extreme, 
including the hilarious scandal of the “shortest toga 
known to man” which Russell cooked up for the 
devastatingly attractive Francois Pandolfo in The 
Fires Of Pompeii and the deliberate “climbing 
through the window” scene.  Or the incident with 
the rat in the Roman restaurant, which left Phil 
Collinson on a chair screaming like a big girl, 
clearly NOT in control for once – and many more... 
 

 Throughout, it is clear how much work 
Russell puts into Doctor Who, Torchwood and the 
Sarah Jane Adventures; so much work that he 
must be super-human to be able to do it for four 
years without self destructing.  In fact, by the end it 
is clear that he has taken on too much and that is 
perhaps why the recent episode The Next Doctor is 
not as solid and convincing as many of his previous 
efforts.  One other thing that comes from having the 
scripts in front of me is that it becomes very clear 
how often we miss a lot of what is said in episodes 
because of the speed at which David and others 
speak.  There is so much detail and importance in 
every word that Russell puts into his scripts that it 
is a real shame that we don‟t get to experience 
them fully when watching the show.  This is 
something that was never a problem in the Tom 
Baker era because a lot more importance was 
placed on the delivery back then as if the 
production was a live stage play with fewer 
distractions from effects, etc.  
 

  One point that was clearly revealed 
to me as I journeyed through this year with Russell 
and Ben was that there are so many basic 
similarities between Russell and myself (including 
age).  For example, I used to think that I was being 
slack and undisciplined when I would start work on 
each Sonic only two weeks before the deadline 
instead of using the entire two months – but then I 
find in this book that Russell is worse; sometimes 
not even beginning a script until after it was due to 
be prepped for production.  At times it seems if I 
lived there and he lived here, we would be living 
the lines from Kate Bush‟s classic hit, Running Up 
That Hill.  “...if we only could, make a deal with God 
and get him to swap our places...”, we could be 
easily thinking as the other does on most issues 
and he could be editing this magazine right now...   

There is no better way to 
sum up the RTD Years 
than by reading Russell‟s 
book, The Writer‘s Tale, 
which he wrote with    
journalist Benjamin Cook.  
More correctly, this is a       
collection of ongoing 
e m a i l  a n d  S M S          
correspondence between 
the two of them over a 
year – a very easy and 
smart way to write a 
book!  I reviewed the 
o r i g i n a l  t om e ( a        
beautifully        presented 
512-page hardback    
edition) back in Sonic 
#170 (2009).  Now we 
have the extended 704 
page paperback which, if 
it were in the original 
hardback form, would be 
over 1100 pages!  A  
massive work but still 
interesting enough to 
read all the way through – 
something like their own 
War And Peace – and  
which sums up their 
whole adventure quite 
well. 
 

So before I get to part 
two of  

The Writer‘s Tale:  
The Final Chapter,  

here is a repeat of my 
thoughts on Part One... 

The Writer’s TaleThe Writer’s Tale  
  Reviewed by Michael Young 

Book Review 
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 In fact, I have been a fan of Kate Bush 
since her first appearance in 1978 with the      
astounding Wuthering Heights and I could 
scarcely believe it when she gets a mention in this 
book.  Kate so loved the two episodes Human 
Nature/Family Of Blood that she contacted writer 
Paul Cornell to thank him – Kate Bush watches 
Doctor Who!! Again the worlds collide!  Which 
brings me to the following...  
 

 So now let‟s deal with “the elephant in the 
room” – internet criticism and fan criticism.       
Described in the forward by Philip Pullman as  
“...the relentless and merciless idiocy of internet 
criticism...”; this is an issue by which Russell is 
clearly offended, particularly when it has a strong 
negative impact on younger writers.  He talks 
about how performers and writers, usually very 
insecure beasts by nature, can be destroyed by 
the negative criticisms written about them on  
internet message boards.  He gives the examples 
of Murray Gold and his music for Series 1; and  
Noel Clarke and his initial portrayal of Mickey (but 
it really was crap – get over yourself!). 
  

 Russell also tells how Helen Raynor went 
on Outpost Gallifrey and saw the reaction to her 
script for the two Dalek episodes, which left her 
physically shaking and feeling like she had been 
assaulted!  She came away thinking that she 
could not write at all – but that is really just a 
“drama queen” reaction on her part.  Russell says 
he thinks it is right that we “armchair critics” (my 
term) should feel excluded; we have always 
“carped on”, but internet = readable which       
subconsciously translates to “official” and that 
“endless critical voice messes writers up”.  He 
states:  “...It‟s completely, completely destructive.  
I cannot see one iota of it that‟s helpful...”  I say 
swap places with us for a while and you may learn 
a lot from it!   
 

 He goes on to say:  “… Helen is in a       
delicate position in that she‟s only just starting out, 
and she‟s on the verge of being really very good – 
and now she finds herself ruined by this wall of 
hostility.  It makes me furious.”  Well, there‟s your 
true issue – she should never have been given a 
two part episode at her career stage, so whose 
fault is it really??  I still say that she should be told 
to CHOOSE to suck it up, take it on board and 
accept that she would have done better with a one 
part story, so that she can grow and do better next 
time.  And if Producers and Head Writers take a 
step back from all the creative people wallowing in 
their insecurities and these comments were     
actually taken seriously, then Helen would not 
have had the chance to mess up a second time 
with the two-part Sontaran story (again the second 
episode was weak and she would have done   
better with just one) and so it goes on... 
 

 The biggest impact on Russell was in    
relation to bringing back Catherine Tate as Donna 
for the entire Series 4 which stirred up a storm of 
negative reaction in all the Doctor Who internet 
and print forums, including our Sonic Screwdriver 

(thanks Jack!).  Yes, it eventually proved 
to be a brilliant move but at the time, all 
we had to go on was her performance in 
The Runaway Bride, which was a bit 
over the top; and her sometimes funny /
sometimes not comedy sketch show.  Of 
course we all panicked and in our place, 
so would Russell!  Again, what I am  
certain of is that if Russell and I swapped 
places and he were just a fan, he would 
agree as I do with all the concerns    
expressed about these issues above and 
I would feel as he does (“there but for 
the grace of God”…)   
 

 In relation to this, Doctor Who 
Monthly 400 (Pg 36) quotes Russell as 
saying, “...I think it‟s a bit horrific, of 
course, people are free to say what they 
want, but it seems they are freer when 
the subject is a successful woman.  The problem 
is many journalists go online to find their material, 
quoting the internet forums and that area of     
fandom that reacts as if the world is ending, as 
though the casting of Catherine was destroying 
the show.  That‟s embarrassing, quite frankly.  To 
be absolutely blunt, it‟s the only moment in my 
entire four years that I was absolutely ashamed of 
fandom.  I‟m not talking about fandom full stop; I‟m 
talking about those dark corners that react that 
way.  As if we didn‟t know what we were doing!  
After four years!...” 
But – he is not perfect and he has made mistakes!  
In fact the universe has turned the tables now and 
I have to say that I was embarrassed for Doctor 
Who fandom by Russell‟s recent negative       
comments about the Stargate franchise, relating to 
Robert Carlyle accepting a lead role in the new 
series Stargate Universe – totally unnecessary 
and without grace; it just looked bitchy. 
 

 Despite all that, Russell will ALWAYS be 
loved and respected for his magnificent      
achievement of bringing back Doctor Who and the 
enormous success of the past four years – and 
the clear effort in ensuring that Catherine Tate had 
many good, strong dramatic scenes in the show.  I 
hope that Russell will visit Australia one day soon; 
he will be welcomed as a hero!   
 

 One final bit that I found amusing...         
Following along the lines of “everyone‟s a critic, 
everyone thinks they can write”; both Russell 
Tovey and David Tennant spoke to RTD about  
script suggestions; Russell took their ideas      
onboard, wittily renaming them Russel T Ovey and 
David T Ennant...  So since I never had a middle 
name and I am here criticising perhaps I should 

change my name to Michael T Young?  ☺ 
 

OK, enough, I am getting delirious... do yourself a 
favour... buy it, read it!!!     
Rating: 9.5 out of 10... Every adult fan should read it! 
 

Note:  I could not help myself, I had to include this    
picture; I was thinking exactly the same thing since we 
saw The Doctor's Daughter episode!   

The Writer’s TaleThe Writer’s Tale  
Reviewed by Michael Young 

"Rose" 
"The End of the World"  

"Aliens of London" 
"World War Three" 
"The Long Game" 

"Boom Town" 
"Bad Wolf" 

"Parting of the Ways" 
 

"Children in Need” 
"Christmas Invasion" 

"New Earth" 
"Tooth and Claw"  
"Love & Monsters" 
"Army of Ghosts"  

"Doomsday"  
 

"The Runaway Bride" 
"Smith and Jones" 

"Gridlock" 
"Utopia"  

"The Sound of Drums" 
"Last of Time Lords" 

 
"Voyage of  Damned" 
"Partners in Crime" 

"Midnight" 
"Turn Left" 

"The Stolen Earth" 
"Journey's End" 

 
"Music of the Spheres" 

 
 "Planet of the Dead"  
"Tonight's the Night “ 
"The Waters of Mars" 

“The End of Time” 
Parts One and Two 

Book Review 
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The Writer’s Tale: The Writer’s Tale: The Final ChapterThe Final Chapter  
 Reviewed by Michael Young 

The Writer‟s Tale:  
The Final Chapter   

by Russell T Davies  
with Benjamin Cook 

 

 For me, loving ABBA as long as I have 
loved Doctor Who, it is fantastic that these two 
worlds sometimes collide as they do in on page 
461; where they discuss the rumour that Benny 
and Bjorn, who have written two musicals in the 
past, were on board to write TORCHWOOD: The 
Musical...  I can say without any question that any 
suggestion of that is totally ridiculous; they 
probably don‟t even know what Torchwood is!  
Amazing how people can so easily believe such 
ridiculous rumours. 
 
Russell struggled for a long time with what to do in 
the final two episodes; both for ideas and the 
constant change of likely screening dates; for 
example Waters Of Mars was intended as a 
Christmas episode for quite some time...  (what a 
crap idea!)  The only thing Russell did know for 
certain were the Doctor‟s final words, “I don‟t want 
to go”.  Russell is again convinced that he has run 
out of ideas and a lot of what he came up with was 
from the to-ing and fro-ing with Benjamin and 
ideas that Benjamin loved and hated.  It was not 
until a really long email to Ben that Russell 
realised that it was Wilf who would knock four 
times; Russell had planned that it would happen in 
previous scripts but had no idea who it was or how 
it would happen. All this „writer‟s angst‟ stuff feels a 
bit same, same, same after the first book – for 

pity‟s sake, he has written the triumphant return of 
Doctor Who to our screens and sustained that for 
five years!  Of course he is a good writer – he is a 
GREAT writer, so just get over it!  And, it has to be 
said again; if writers are shattered by a few 
negative opinions of their work on the internet then 
they really need to toughen up and grow up – don‟t 
use a challenging opinion as anything but a 
motivation to do better next time! 
 
There are also some more fascinating stories 
about the behind the scenes dramas.  “Operation 
Cobra” was a great example – the secret that 
David would announce he was leaving in his 
acceptance speech if he won his award at the 
National Television Awards and that the speech 
would be live from the stage door of the theatre 
where he was performing Hamlet that night.  You 
can imagine the variables and the potential chaos 
if, for example, he didn‟t win (as if!).  He did win 
and we were all surprised by the announcement, 
but I must say that I thought that it was not 
planned when I first heard it and found it very hard 
to believe.  I thought he had just casually dumped 
it on the team on national television – silly me!  
Must have been the best kept secret of all time. 
 
There is also a lot of musings about Russell trying 
to decide if he will or won‟t move to America.  He 
was spurred on by the victory of Barack Obama in 
the US elections, but still worried greatly that he 
would be back to being a nobody again.  I guess 
this is what eventually happened as I have not 
heard anything of him writing for American TV at 
this stage.  Still, he has Julie Gardner over there 
with him and without her, so much of Doctor Who  

Moffat Quote Unquote 
 

The Curse of the Fatal 
Death 

“My one and only concern was 
a good sketch that would 

entertain the masses and get 
nostalgic, drunk thirty-

somethings reaching for their 

wallets and telephones.  I tried 
to keep my fannishness from 

interfering with that.  I wanted to 
celebrate the show as the public 

remembered it - a sort of sci-fi 
answer to the Carry On films - 

and not the curious mutation we 

fans have made out of it.” 
 

Blink 
“That's been an ongoing 

astonishment to me; I 
thought it was good, in so 
far as you can ever judge 
these things.  I worried 
about the lack of action 
because nobody really 

breaks into a trot in it – even 
the monsters are inanimate 
objects.  I thought: "My God 
this is just people standing 

in rooms being semi-urgent.” 
 

Peter Davison 
“He is a better actor than all 

the other ones, that's the 
simple reason why he works 
more than all the other ones. 

There is no sophisticated, 
complicated reason to 

explain why he carried on 
working and all the other 

Doctors disappeared into a 
retirement home for lardies. 
He's better and I think he's 

extremely good as the 
Doctor.” 

 

The Empty Child 
“You have to strongly 

remember children in Doctor 
Who, because however 

many adults watch it – and 
plenty more adults watch it 
than children –  at its root 

and its heart, it is a 
children‟s program.  It 

behaves like one, it‟s got the 
pace of one, it‟s got the style 
of one, so it‟s very important 
to remember children and 

the specific niche for Doctor 
Who, which is a kind of 

domestically scaled 
menace.” 

Book Review 
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The Writer’s Tale: The Writer’s Tale: The Final ChapterThe Final Chapter  
Reviewed by Michael Young 

 

Book Review 

would not have been as brilliant, she is so good at getting 
more money and time out of the conservative BBC rulers; 
the fact that we had so many specials last year was due to 
her persistence and determination. 
 

Right to the end,  Russell was not intending to bring back  
Gallifrey; he was sticking to his selfish decision to never 
bring back the Time Lords and keep them locked away in 
his Time War that he created for that purpose.  (He didn‟t 
have any problem getting the Daleks out of there in the first 
season!!!)  It was only through the influence of Julie Gard-
ner, Benjamin and others that he realised how the return of 
the Time Lords was perfect for the direction in which David‟s 
last two episodes were heading.  Even though there was no 
full series for Russell to write last year, there was still the 
usual insanely busy schedule and he was, as always, way 
behind on delivering his scripts.  There is also some inter-
esting passages about Russell coming to terms with being 
gay – he was always drawing men.   
 

In this new edition, Russell comments several times about 
trying to avoid writing things in the scripts that are too 
“fanboy” – which is quite annoying, as it is the fact that he is 
a Doctor Who fan that allows him to write these scripts as 
well as he does and also why he brought the show back in 
the first place.  There is nothing wrong with doing things in 
the program to please fans and that will never be a negative 
thing for new viewers  – it only adds to the rich tapestry Doc-
tor Who‟s 47-year history and makes it much easier for them 
to be proud viewers of this phenomenon that is Doctor Who 
– the longest running and most diverse sci-fi show ever  
created! 
 

The idea to bring back Midshipman Frame happened literally 
as he was typing that scene;  turning the Doctor into a gay 
pimp, and how fantastic it will be if we get to see him in the 
next Torchwood – that would be perfect!    
 

It all got very tedious for a while towards the end as Russell 
continues to agonise over anything and everything and the 
input from Benjamin actually contributed a lot to the end 
result of what we saw on our screens.  It is also apparent 
that the massive share of control that Russell had over the 
direction of the show also deprived us of even more amaz-
ing stories if only he had been more  open to the unlimited 
imagination of the “fan boy” within him, instead of constantly 
fighting that. 
 

So, in the end, it was all a big hit, Opereation Cobra was a 
success, David departed and Matt arrived successfully, Rus-
sell moved to America, Torchwood and the Sarah Jane Ad-
ventures continue on to more seasons and bigger and better 
things.  And, finally, this second, much extended version of 
The Writer‟s Tale has been published. 
 

Russell, it is long past time that you accept and believe that 
you are one of the greatest TV writers of the early 21st Cen-
tury ... suck it up, be proud of it and “go boldly forward” with-
out second guessing yourself and all the unnecessary self 
depreciation!  You already have a legacy that is worthy of 
the greatest writers and probably never need to work an-
other day in your life ... so whatever you do now should be 
only what is a joy and passion for you.  Anything else is a 
waste of time! 
 

Rating: 9.5 out of 10... Every adult fan should read it!  
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In-focus 
 

Raxacoricofallapatorius 
 

Rounded 
Alien 

Xenophobes 
Are 

Corrupt 
Organisms 

Raging 
Ignorance 
Courtesy 

Of 
Fiscal 

Aspirations 
Lacking 
Logical 

Accounting 
Pertaining 

Audits 
Towards 

Opposing 
Resistance 
Including 

Undercover 
Suits 

 
~ 
 

Raxacoricofallapatorius 
 

2.44 meters tall 
Green skin 

Large claws 
Large black eyes 

Sharp pointed teeth 
 

Keen Sense of Smell 
 

Female conceals 
poison dart  in finger 

 
Poison can be exhaled 

 
Technology: Slipstream 

compression control 
 

Weakness: Acetic acid 

Series 1 

Review 

Season OneSeason One  
Rose • End of the World  •  Unquiet Dead • Aliens of London 

ROSEROSE  
J: “… here we are, Jack!, Ianto and our K-9 
child, to watch the very first episode of „New Doctor 
Who‘ from 2005 … ROSE.  The opening credits are 
impressive.  Great shots of London.  Oh, there is 
Mickey The Idiot … first sight of him and he‟s 
already annoying me!  I did not remember that Rose 
worked in a high-class clothing store.” 
I: “Why did she give the door-guy socks?” 
J: “That was not socks, it was money … Oh, 
Lottery money!” 
I: “Look, the dummy with the great abs!” 
J: “Great suspense … very impressive the way 
they have done the Autons” 
I: “There‟s the one with the great chest!” 
J: “The Sonic Screwdriver … Yay!  The stupid 
think here is that Rose is running through the street 
with the plastic arm … normally it would have been 
thrown away!” 
I: “Look, there‟s the TARDIS!” 
J: “Go Jackie, love her!  (K-9 is heard 
scratching in the background)  Good to see that the 
Doctor is disinterested in the advances from Jackie.  
Oh, here we go, stupid slap-stick comedy going on 
in the background with the plastic arm.    
 

(Wait!  What‘s that sound?  Is it the TARDIS?  No, it 
is Ianto SNORING!  He was so impressed that he 
has nodded off...) 
 

Impressive outdoor scene with all that dialogue and 
the one long continuous walking shot – and the 
lines about “feeling the turn of the Earth” … 
marvellous stuff!  The Doctor Who nutter (fan) is 
really good also, great way to introduce many basic 

concepts to the new audience – and so well written.   
(Ianto continues to SNORE!) 
 

The rubbish bin scene with Mickey is just stupid and 
he now looks like more of an idiot than usual.” 
 

I remember celebrating the similarities to the old 
series and being intrigued by the differences … no 
Gallifrey, no Time Lords – and what is all this Time 
War business???  How can we NOT have the Time 
Lords??!!! 
 

Watching the extra on the DVD, “Making Doctor 
Who” with Russell T Davies is a wonderful step 
back to the beginning.  Julie Gardner interviews 
him.  Some great behind-the-scenes clips.  All so 
young and innocent and unsure of it all.  Now, 5 
years later, they are all so much older, stronger, 
famous, powerful, rich, and with so much more hair!     
9 /10       The rest is now … HISTORY 

THE END OF THE WORLDTHE END OF THE WORLD  
Previously on Doctor Who??? How odd!  Rose 
makes the obvious choice to go forward in time.  
Massive SFX.  Sonic Screwdriver, Psychic paper, 
inter-time mobile phone – all the goodies at once.  
The Trees were fabulous, the Mox Of Balhoon was 
silly.  The Face Of Boe … so important to us now, 
but just another alien back then, even to Russell.  
The Lady Cassandra, the last human – “Moisturise 
me! Moisturise me!”  Brilliant and funny.  Those 
annoying damn spiders.  Overall a very powerful 
episode which I had forgotten all about. 
In the end, it all comes down to… chips!  9 / 10 

Jack!  … of all trades … 

So, here we are in 2010, five years after the 
triumphant return of Doctor Who to our screens at 
the hands of Russell T Davies, Julie Gardner, Phil 
Collinson and their amazing team at Upper Boat in 
Cardiff.  2005 is a long time ago for me, and I can‟t 
remember exactly when I started doing these 
reviews for DWCV … I do remember that they were 
initially only on the Club Forum and eventually 
spread like an infection to this column in Sonic 

Screwdriver.  Sadly, we have been unable to find 
the reviews for the 2005 season of DW as the old 
Forum was attacked by a Cybervirus and is now 
deleted.  Shame!  Shame!  Shame! 
 

So, in order to cover the 2005 series for this 
nostalgic issue of Sonic Screwdriver I have decided 
to re-watch that year‟s episodes.  This time I have 
also chained my long-suffering partner, Ianto, to the 
couch to watch them with me… here is the result … 

BAD WOLF:  The tie-in websites set up by the BBC to accompany the series also featured appearances 
of the phrase. The "Who is Doctor Who?" site featured a clip from World War Three with an American 
newsreader.  This clip differed from the one shown in the broadcast version in one respect; the news-
reader was identified as "Mal Loup", French for "Bad Wolf".  At one point, the Doctor is described as 
being off "making another decision for us, all  ―I'm the big bad wolf and it's way past your bedtime'―. 
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World War Three • Dalek • The Long Game • Father‟s Day 

Season OneSeason One  
Rose • End of the World  •  Unquiet Dead • Aliens of London 

THE UNQUIET DEADTHE UNQUIET DEAD  
Oh look, there‟s Gwen!  The TARDIS interior looks 
so fantastic in these episodes.  Charles Dickens is 
a great inclusion.  This episode is more funny than 
scary when viewed now – to be enjoyed with a 
good cup of tea!  The Rift is mentioned this early – 
just how much of the future did they have planned 
back then?  Not as strong a period piece as we are 
used to from ‟classic‟ Who.  The turnips, onions 
and cabbages in the background are a brilliant 
touch – poor people‟s food.  Bad Wolf is there and 
the seeds of Torchwood begin to be sown.  The 
damn Time War is mentioned again and this 
episode ends up seeming more about introducing 
Torchwood that anything else.  The Angels of Light 
concept is great.   
 

This would have made a PERFECT Christmas Special – 
if only they had not done it so soon!  8 / 10 

ALIENS OF LONDONALIENS OF LONDON  
Oh dear … this one!  More of the “previously on 
Doctor Who”.  The Slitheen are probably the silliest 
monster of this generation – they‟re OK for the 
Sarah Jane Adventures but not for Doctor Who, as 
they‟re just one long running fart joke!!  UNIT are 
back; excellent!  There‟s Toshiko!  I love Harriet 
Jones – MP (yes, we know who you are!!!)  Again, 
very well written and a really good cliff-hanger.   6 
out of 10 
 

WORLD WAR THREEWORLD WAR THREE  
Harriet is my favourite hero of choice in this story.  
Save the day with vinegar … brilliant!  Absolute 
proof of weapons of mass destruction?  Heard that 
all before, and it was a lie back then too!  Harriet 
Jones – Prime Minister!  7 / 10 
 
[More fluffs than in the whole classic series! - Ian] 

DALEKDALEK  
A brilliantly written episode, still my number 1 
favourite of the 2005 season.  Amazing 
performances from all.  Cool to see the old-style 
Cyberman head.  Plenty of typical American over-
reaction in this episode.  Love Adam, the “English 
kid”.  Great reveal of the Dalek ... the last Dalek … 
a wonderful and powerful story which is greatly 
diminished when the Daleks return en masse in the 
last episode of the season.  As usual, doing 
anything it can to survivie, it cons Rose.  This 
redesign of the Dalek is brilliant, just perfect – pity 
that the later Cybermen redesign was nowhere as 
good!  Kept to the original design and effects but 
just improved.   10 out of 10 

THE LONG GAMETHE LONG GAME 
This one again?  Great that Adam is still here; 
really sucks that he goes at the end – will miss him.  
This one is all a bit dull really; very political and all 
that, but still a bit forgettable.  Just a bit of clear 
thinking to save the world, simple.  4 / 10 
 
I do not recall this episode in detail, although I did  
enjoy seeing a couple of the actors from comedy 
series Spaced and Black Books.  I feel this story 
just became a filler between two epic ones and 
whilst it worked as a precursor to the season finale, 
I found it somewhat underwhelming.  I did like the 
failed companion, Adam, and would like to see him 
again some day.  Actually, 2012 will be here soon! 

Bad Wolf Refrences 
 

The Moxx of Balhoon 
mentions the "Bad Wolf 

scenario" to Boe. 
 

 Reading Rose‟s mind,  
Gwyneth says, "The 
things you've seen... 
the darkness.. the big 

Bad Wolf!" 
 

A young boy spray-
paints and later cleans 

up the graffiti, „BAD 
WOLF‟ on the TARDIS. 

 
Henry van Statten's 
private helicopter is 

"Bad Wolf One". 
 

One of the television 
channels being 
broadcast from 

Satellite Five is BAD 
WOLF TV. 

 
A poster advertising a 
rave in 1987 has the 
words "BAD WOLF" 

defacing it. 
 

The bomb that Captain 
Jack rides at the end of 

the story is labelled 
"SCHLECHTER WOLF",  

 
A nuclear power plant 
is dubbed the Blaidd 

Drwg project, which is 
Welsh for "Bad Wolf".  

 
The corporation that 

runs the Game Station  
is called the Badwolf 

Corporation. It is from 
this corporation's logo 
that Rose scatters the 
words resulting in the 
previous appearances. 

Series 1 

Review 

The UNIT website also used "badwolf" as a password to enter the ‗secure‘ areas of the website. The 
Geocomtex website's support page has BADWOLF transcribed in Morse Code, and its products page 
make mention of Lupus and Nocens variants for their "node stabilisers" (lupus nocens is Latin for "wolf 
who harms"). They also offered "Argentum Ordnance", argentum being Latin for "silver" — silver bullets 

being traditionally used for killing werewolves.  -  IAC 
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Dalek: It is the Doctor.  He 
has located us.  Open 
communications channel! 
 
Dalek: The female will 
stand!  Stand!  
 
Dalek: I will talk to the 
Doctor.  
 
The Doctor: Oh, will you? 
That's nice.  Hello!  
 
Da lek :  The Da lek 
s t r a t a g e m  n e a r s 
completion.  The fleet is 
almost ready.  You will not 
intervene.  
 
The Doctor: Oh, really? 
Why's that then?  
 
Dalek: We have your 
associate.  You will obey 
o r  s h e  w i l l  b e 
exterminated.  
 
The Doctor: No.  
 
Dalek: Explain yourself.  
 
The Doctor: I said no.  
 
Dalek: What is the 
meaning of this negative?  
 
The Doctor: It means no!  
 
Dalek: But she will be 
destroyed!  
 
The Doctor: *No*!  'Cause 
this is what I'm gonna do - 
I'm gonna rescue her!  I'm 
gonna save Rose Tyler 
from the middle of the 
Dalek fleet, and then I'm 
gonna save the Earth, and 
*then* - just to finish you 
off - I'm gonna wipe every 
last stinking Dalek out of 
the sky!  
 
Dalek: But you have no 
weapons, no defences, no 
*plan*!  
 
The Doctor: Yeah, and 
doesn't that scare you to 
death?  

Season OneSeason One  
Empty Child • Doctor Dances • Boom Town • Bad Wolf  • Parting 

FATHERS DAYFATHERS DAY  
Very emotional.  Bad Rose, bad, bad Rose!  Fiddle 
with time and the consequences are huge.  I had 
forgotten how good this one was and how 
important Rose‟s family was this season.  8.5 / 10  

  

THE EMPTY CHILDTHE EMPTY CHILD  
The first outing for the brilliant Steven Moffat.  Full 
of darkness, suspense, drama and humour.  Lots 
of strange and creepy moments – “Are you my 
mummy?”  Some fabulous visual effects.  And 
then…here‟s Captain jack, in full flight from his very 
first scene – what a fabulous creation and perfect 
casting!  I did not realise that Doctor Constantine 
was played by Richard Wilson who is now Gaius in 

Merlin.  His transformation scene was truly horrific 
and a great scary cliff-hanger. 
 

THE DOCTOR DANCESTHE DOCTOR DANCES  
Go to your room!  Wow, great solution to the 
situation; only a parent would have thought of it.  If 
you are trapped on all sides…make a hole in the 
floor!  Tense, dark and so well written by Steven.  I 
love the line about Jack being “flexible when 
choosing dance partners” and “so many species, 
so little time”.  What amazing lines: “Give me a day 
like this, give me this one … everybody lives, 
Rose, just this once, everybody lives!  I need more 
days like this!!”  This ends with possibly the 
happiest scene of all time in Doctor Who.  
9 / 10  & 10 / 10 

BOOMTOWNBOOMTOWN  
Slitheen again, spare me!  Six months later and 
Margaret Slitheen is back – poor, poor Cardiff!  
Rift!  Rift!  Rift!  Even Mickey is more bearable 
now.  Love the way the three of them relate 
together.  There are smacks of Torchwood here 
too.  Bad Wolf again!  Even though I dislike the 
Slitheen, this is a good episode.  8 / 10 
[Build-up story only – Ian] 
 

BAD WOLFBAD WOLF  
Love the futuristic versions of the UK Game 
Shows.  The Ann-droid is brilliant, so are Trinny 
and Suzanna Droids.  Naked Jack!  “Your viewing 
figures just went up!”  “You are the weakest link, 
goodbye!”  Jack is just SO cute in this episode!  
“Do I look like an out-of-bounds sort of guy?”  What 

an amazing final scene, so like what old Doctor 
Who would have been with today‟s technology. 
9 / 10   [Archive 6 - Fried Gold - Ian] 

 

THE PARTING OF THE WAYSTHE PARTING OF THE WAYS  
The bronze Daleks are perfect; they should never 
have been changed from that.  These Daleks are 
insane and need to be destroyed.  A truly amazing 
episode that has always been hard to beat.  Jack‟s 
last stand is very powerful and very upsetting until 
he comes back to life.  I sometimes wish that Jack 
had stayed as only a Time Agent rather than 
getting all twisted, angry, bitter and moody as he 
now is.  The kiss goodbye was also controversial in 
2005, but it is so innocent now.  The TARDIS has 
never looked so beautiful inside.  The regeneration 
is also very powerful.  So very enjoyable to watch 
this episode again. 10 /10 

Series 1 

Review 

I remember being so wound up in the series back in 2005; the ending of the season in particular seemed 
so overwhelming.  I still believe that the cliffhanger for Bad Wolf will stand as the best for the series, clas-
sic and new.  For once, we do not have the Doctor, or indeed, the companion as the focus; this time, the 
Daleks fall under threat of the Doctor, who plans not only to rescue his companion, but also to destroy 

the Dalek fleet!  Now follows the best introductory story for a new Doctor...   
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Empty Child • Doctor Dances • Boom Town • Bad Wolf  • Parting Synopsis by Junior Correspondent Bailey Hall  
The Christmas InvasionThe Christmas Invasion  

THE CHRISTMAS INVASIONTHE CHRISTMAS INVASION  
The Doctor returns to Earth, regenerated and with 
Rose; he steps out of the TARDIS and collapses. 
Rose agrees to go shopping with Mickey to help 
get her mind off the comatose Doctor, but that 
idea turns to dust as Robot Santas (Pilot Fish) 
attempt to kill them.  Rose and Mickey escape 
back to Rose‟s flat, but the Pilot Fish don‟t give up 
and follow them.  The Doctor wakes up long 
enough to save his friends, before lapsing back 
into unconsciousness.  
 Rose, Mickey and Jackie carry the Doctor 
back to bed and return to watch TV.  The BBC 
News announces that Project Guinevere is 
running, and in minutes they will see live images 
from Mars.  But unknown to them, the “message 
to the stars” has been intercepted by the Sycorax. 
As they wait for the Mars images Mickey connects 
his laptop to the internet.  The TV starts going out 
of sync, a trio of Sycorax appears and the leader 
speaks in an alien language. 
 Across Earth, there is chaos as humanity 
realises that they aren‟t alone in the universe. 
British PM, Harriet Jones, is at UNIT HQ speaking 
to Project Guinevere manager Daniel Llewellyn. 
Her Secretary translates the foreign language and 
discovers that the Sycorax said “they” will die.  Not 
knowing who “they” are, she tells her Secretary to 
respond that Earth will not surrender and is 
defended.  Harriet makes a plea on national TV for 
the Doctor to help.  The Sycorax place one-third of  
humanity into a hypnotic trance and order them to 
the rooftops of nearby tall buildings.  The 
controlled humans will be made to jump if Earth 
does not surrender. 
 Rose knows something is wrong.  She 
realises that the TARDIS didn‟t translate the 
language spoken by the Sycroax.  Mickey hacks 
into military computers and finds that a huge ship 
is approaching Earth at incredible speed.  Harriet 
Jones, her Secretary, Daniel Llewellyn and the 
head of UNIT are teleported to the Sycorax ship 
which now lies above London.  Knowing that they 
will die, Rose, Mickey and Jackie carry food and 
the Doctor into the TARDIS.  Jackie exits to get 
more food and is locked out, just as the Sycorax 
detect the TARDIS and teleport it to their ship, 
leaving her behind.  Rose, unaware she is now on 
the Sycorax ship, leaves the TARDIS to find 

Jackie and is captured by the Sycorax.  Mickey 
hears her screams and runs out, knocking over a 
container of tea, which flows into the TARDIS 
innards, causing smoke and sparks.  The tea 
smoke revitalises the Doctor and he rushes out of 
the TARDIS – “All I needed was a strong cup of 
tea!” 
 The Doctor is reunited with his friends and 
promptly deactivates the device controlling the 
hypnotised humans; explaining that the humans‟ 
survival instinct would have stopped them from 
jumping in any case.   
 The Doctor challenges the Sycroax leader 
to single combat on the outside of the ship‟s wing; 
the Doctor loses his hand to the leader‟s blade, 
but is able to grow another as his newly-
regenerated body has not yet stabilised.  The 
Doctor defeats the Sycorax leader – but as he 
turns away, the leader attacks his unprotected 
back.  The Doctor throws a Satsuma at a control 
on the hull, which causes the wing of the ship to 
disappear, plunging the leader to his death.  The 
Doctor then forces the other Sycorax to leave 
Earth and vow never to return. 
 Everyone returns to Earth as the Sycorax 
ship leaves – however, Harriet Jones is heard to 
order Torchwood to „fire at will‟.  The Sycorax ship 
is destroyed by laser fire, to the Doctor‟s disgust.  
He confronts Harriet, saying he can end her 
government with just 6 words; turning to her 
Secretary, he says, „Don‟t you think she looks 
tired?‟ 
Later, the Doctor selects his new outfit from the 
TARDIS and has Christmas dinner with Rose, 
Jackie and Mickey.  They watch Harriet Jones on 
television; she is fending off rumours of ill-health 
and a pending vote of no confidence in 
Parliament.  The Doctor and his friends go outside 
to see the snow that is falling on London; however 
the Doctor explains it‟s actually the ashes of the 
Sycorax ship. 
 

CHILDREN IN NEEDCHILDREN IN NEED  
A 7-minute mini-episode, set between The Parting 
of the Ways and The Christmas Invasion showing 
the Doctor‟s first few minutes in his new body, was 
shown as part of the Children in Need charity 
telethon in November 2005 (UK). 

Jack!:Jack!:  

CHRISTMAS INVASIONCHRISTMAS INVASION  
An excellent introduction 

to a new Doctor; his 
incapacity for half the 
show as he recovered 

from his regeneration was 
a great opportunity for 

Rose, Mickey and Harriet 
Jones - Prime Minister 

(“we know who you are”) 
to take charge and get 

themselves into a situation 
from which the Doctor 
then had to save them.  

The Doctor‟s hand 
growing back was a bit 
concerning – and what 

was that silliness about a 
Satsuma? How did the 

Doctor know that 
particular button on the 
wall would remove that 

specific part of the ship so 
that the Sycorax Leader 
would fall to Earth?  That 
was really, really dumb 
Russell … NO second 

chances Russell!!!  Loved 
that we get to see UNIT 

again and they really must 
find an excuse in Season 

3 to bring back the 
Brigadier – fabulous new 
UNIT HQ too!  Sad that 

the Doctor and Harriet had 
to have a falling out; but 
loved the “six words” he 
used to bring her down. 

Indeed, there are so great 
lines for many of the cast 
– “The Royal Family?  Oh, 

they‟re on the roof!”  A 
brilliant Christmas special! 

Rating: 4.5 / 5 

Series 1 

Review 

With the tenth body laying in recuperative sleep and a third of the world going to the rooftops, you real-
ise just how scary things can get without the Doctor.  I immensely enjoyed seeing David Tennant 

emerge from the TARDIS on the Sycorax ship, discovering himself for the first time.  He had me with 
the line, ―No second chances.  I‘m that sort of guy.‖  Well done.      IAC 

Sonic Update: It has just been confirmed that Bailey Hall will become a regular writer for Sonic! 
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In-Focus: Torchwood 
 

In Bad Wolf, Torchwood 
is the answer to one of 
the questions in The 

Weakest Link. 
 

In The Christmas 
Invasion, Prime Minister 
Harriet Jones asks Major 
Blake of UNIT to contact 

Torchwood for aid in 
defending Earth from 
the Sycorax.  Jones 

claims she is not 
supposed to know about 
them and that not even 
the United Nations is 

aware of their existence, 
though they have ties to 
the British military.  The 

nature and normal 
authority of Torchwood 

are vague. 
 

Tooth and Claw takes 
place in a Scottish 

house named 
„Torchwood House‟; and 
at the end of the episode 

Queen Victoria 
announces the 

foundation of an 
institution known as the 
Torchwood Institute to 

research and fight 
threats to Britain 

"beyond imagination" 
and to watch for the 
return of the Doctor. 

 
In the episode School 

Reunion, when Mickey is 
telling Rose on the 

telephone how he keeps 
being blocked while 
doing research on 

military websites, the 
words "TORCHWOOD 

ACCESS DENIED" flash 
across his computer 

screen. The episode's 
TARDISODE details 
Mickey hacking into 

these websites, and him 
being blocked by 

Torchwood. 

Season TwoSeason Two  
New Earth • Tooth & Claw • School Reunion • Girl in the Fireplace  

NEW EARTHNEW EARTH  
I felt this was a very good place to start the new 
season.  A lot of humour that I really enjoyed.  The 
return of Cassandra was very welcome and I loved 
it when she was possessing Rose and The Doctor 
– totally hilarious!  Great seeing the Face of Boe  
and it seems we will be seeing him again...  The 
make up for the Sisters Of Plenitude was amazing.  
The ending was very sad for Chip, but a little too 
tidy for the mutants.  The digital effects of the city – 
particularly when the Doctor and Rose were 
outside on the grass – were fantastic.  More “alien” 
planets please!!!!  A very good way to end the long 
wait between episodes.  David Tennant is going to 
be a brilliant Doctor!   Rating: 3.5 / 5 

[A weak story to start off the season; I found the body 

swapping particularly tedious and generic.  I feel it 
actually devalued the characters.  Liked Boe - Ian] 

TOOTH & CLAWTOOTH & CLAW  
A wonderful example of the historical story; will be 
seen as a classic in the coming years.  An 
excellent mix of history and mythology; Queen 
Victoria was amazing and all the other characters 
were very strong, although I found the „Ninja 
Monks‟ at the start a bit much.  The only miss for 
me was that the werewolf was not completely 
convincing, despite all the obvious hard work that 
had gone into the SFX in this episode.  The very 
deliberate reference to Torchwood and its 
beginnings as well as a theory about the bloodline 
of the British Royal Family stood out for me.  I‟m 
also finding these episodes move a little too fast for 
me; no time to breathe and take it all in before we 
are rushed on to the next scene or plot point.  I 
guess that is just „the nature of the beast‟ with 
these 45-minute episodes.     Rating: 4.5 / 5 

SCHOOL REUNIONSCHOOL REUNION  
A wonderful episode – insofar as we‟re rejoined by 
two past icons of the series.  Forget about the 
monsters and just be touched and amazed by the 
return of Sarah Jane and K-9.  The first encounter 
between Sarah and the Doctor reduced me to 
tears; it was so powerful.  Then, when K-9 was 
revealed, the house was filled with cheers and 
applause.  The interaction between Sarah and the 
Doctor (“It was nowhere near South Croydon!”);  
Sarah and Rose (the ex- and the new); Mickey and 
K-9 ("I'm the tin dog!" and "We are in a CAR!!!") – it 
all really touched my heart.  The alien psycho bats 
weren‟t very exciting and the story felt like an 
excuse to get the characters together – although 
the wonderfully creepy Anthony Head was brilliant 
as the Principal.  Is it just me, or is this season 
getting too violent and scary?      Rating: 4 / 5 

  

THE GIRL IN THE FIREPLACETHE GIRL IN THE FIREPLACE  
For me, this is THE best episode of Doctor Who 
that I have EVER seen!  Even outdoes last year‟s 
Dalek; it‟s elegant, classy, and perfectly balanced. 
Brilliant use of colour, breathtaking design and 
direction – and possibly the best opening sequence 
yet.  Funny as well as tragic, Steven Moffat and 
Euros Lyn are a lethal combination.  So many 
magical moments and brilliant lines ("Oh yeah ... 
and I'm the Lord of Time, I'm here to fix the clock.") 
The subtle horror of blind efficiency.  There are 
fireworks between the Doctor and Madame De 
Pompadour.  In sharing the most intimate details of 
each other, the lonely little boy learns to dance.  
Sophia Myles is commanding and superb, a 
wonderfully strong performance – if only we could 
see her again!  It‟s the ultimate Doctor Who 
fairytale, pure magic. I can't stop the tears. 
Perfection!  Rating 5.5 / 5 
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After making all the children afraid of statues, Moffat now turns his attention to monsters under the bed. 
Just how mean can this man be?  Clearly he looks for the simplest fears and manipulates them in such  
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THE SATAN PITTHE SATAN PIT  
It's overwhelming...I'm 
speechless...almost!  The 
start is a bit of a let down 
after the dramatic finale of 
The Impossible Planet; 
however, a wonderful 
emotional journey.  A 
fitting pause for a fallen 
hero and an appropriate 
pause to breathe; an act 
of faith overcomes all 
fears - betrayed from 
within.  It‟s very funny at 
t imes, which helps 
balance out the tension 
and fear.  Always knew 
how the Doctor would get 
out of it;  far too obvious.  
Also, there‟s a clear 
warning in there about 
what may happen to Rose 
in the final episode of this 
season.  The legend, 
embellished by fear and 
superstition, is always 
FAR greater than the 
reality!   Rating: 4.5 / 5 
 
However, after watching it 
for a second time on the 
ABC, I now have a very 
different view of this two-
parter.  It‘s really not very 
good – I found it quite 
tedious; even boring and 
too preachy. Both the 
writing and directing were 
not up to the level of the 
other episodes and it 
really only deserved to be 
a single episode story, 
allowing a second part for  
something like School 
Reunion.  Now I give it a 
Rating: 2 / 5 – I will never 
watch it again !!! 
 

[Cut to one episode and this 

will be fried gold - Ian] 

Rise of Cybermen •  Idiot‟s Lantern •  Impossible •  Satan Pit  

Season TwoSeason Two  
New Earth • Tooth & Claw • School Reunion • Girl in the Fireplace  

RISE OF THE CYBERMENRISE OF THE CYBERMEN  
Yes, the Cybermen are back.  Stronger, trendier, 

and more evil than ever; they are brutally logical.  It 
does take a while to get a grip on the alternate 
Earth idea.  The alternate Jackie is a real cow.  

The alternate Rose is a real dog, but wonderful to 
have Rose's dad back again.  Mickey annoys me at 
the best of times, then he became a member of the 
TARDIS crew, and what could be worse than that – 
TWO Mickeys!!!  I struggle with how this all fits in 
with the previous history of the Cybermen that we 
are used to in Doctor Who.  It is a good episode 
but I need to work out what troubles me about it. 
The end of the episode is a brilliant cliff-hanger –
how on Alternate Earth is the Doctor going to get 

out of this one???       Rating 4 / 5 

[While I knew it would never happen, I did hope to see 
the original cloth-faced Cybermen back again - Ian] 

AGE OF STEELAGE OF STEEL  
It is better when you don't know what is coming in 
this episode – oh, so THAT‟S how he got out of 
that situation; almost as weak as using the Sonic 
Screwdriver to get out of everything –  
disappointing.  The rest of the episode is great. 
Dramatic, emotional, action filled and Mickey is the 
hero.  Also great that Mickey stays behind because 
he has finally found a purpose for himself in the 
Universe – or should that be the alternate 
Universe?  I don‟t like what they have done with 
the Cybermen voices; they are not easy enough to 
understand!  I think that these episodes get a lot of 
favour because they bring back the Cybermen but 
they don‟t quite meet expectations.      Rating: 4 / 5 

[Seeing them in action, I do like the fact the Cybermen 

look heavy and sound clunky, although they are now only 
robots with a human brain, - Ian] 

THE IDIOT‟S LANTERNTHE IDIOT‟S LANTERN  
What a great name for it!  Something also felt not 
quite right with this one, although beautifully 
directed again and „The Wire‟ is played brilliantly. 
The „faceless ones‟ are truly disturbing – like last 
year's gas mask mutants.  Tommy is a great 
character and performance.  The „father‟ is totally 
revolting; I found him somewhat over-played, which 
unbalanced the rest of the great performances.  In 
fact, the father is a self-obsessed, vicious, sad and 
pathetic little man.  „Magpie‟s‟ performance is also 
a bit off, I think.           Rating: 3 / 5 
 

IMPOSSIBLE PLANETIMPOSSIBLE PLANET  
Well, this is different!  The supporting characters 
are a very attractive bunch – perhaps a bit too 
„shiny‟ for the situation they are in.  They seem like 
they are in a pantomime or the like for the first half 

of the episode; all too nice and a bit plastic when 
they are actually in a terrifying situation and should 
be far more emotionally involved.  They are on the 
edge of a black hole for pity‟s sake!!!  The effects 
are fantastic, but the episode all seems a bit wrong 
until the Doctor reaches the „cave' - then things 
really hit the 5 out of 5 level. 
I was wide eyed at the end.  Mixing religion and sci
-fi is always a powerful recipe if done properly and 
this is a wonderful interpretation of the relevant 
parts of the Christian Book of Revelations; I easily 
picked up the "Beast", "pit" and "in chains" 
references and it is chilling to watch.  It is also 
helpful that I have a much more "balanced" view of 
these teachings nowadays.  It is a big risk to deal 
with these subjects because so many religious 
people could be very offended by this.  I can't wait 
to see the next part!!!   Rating: 3.5 / 5 

Series 2 

Review 
a way that even adults get drawn into the horror of simplicity.  I would call this story the best of all time 
for the series.  I cannot fault it, every aspect to the final frame fits perfectly.  It just works so well. - IAC 
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Season TwoSeason Two  
• Love & Monsters •  Fear Her •  Army of Ghosts •  Doomsday 

LOVE & MONSTERSLOVE & MONSTERS  
This was also different!  I find that it reminds me a 

bit of the old William Hartnell story Edge of 
Destruction which was written to be as inexpensive 
as possible between “bigger" episodes.  Obviously 
designed to have minimal involvement from The 

Doctor and Rose but giving us a lot more of Jackie, 
which is very welcome.  The first scene with Elton 
running along and finding the TARDIS outside a 
warehouse is just like a Doctor Who fan's dream.  

In fact, this episode gave me some strange dreams 
that night – odd, since I wasn‟t affected by the 

more horrific episodes before this...  Perhaps it was 
because the characters are more „close to home‟ – 
very believable as members of a fan club!  I loved 
the „running through doors‟ scene and some of the 
other funny bits.  And an alien designed by a child 
fan that is really adventurous!  Rating: 3.5 / 5 

  

FEAR HERFEAR HER  
This was great!  I was not sure how good it was 
going to be at the start but by the end ... WOW!  If 
a show does not touch me emotionally then I 
usually think it is a waste of time – this episode had 
me in tears of pride and joy by the end.  And then 
came the preview for the next two episodes which 
we all know include the departure of Rose.  Just 
the fact that it was going to happen in the next 
week was totally overwhelming for me – total 
trauma and I had not even seen it yet!  How will I 
ever survive Doomsday???  I never liked Billie 
Piper before she became Rose, but I think she is 
THE best companion ever after Sarah Jane – she 
has been exceptional!  This episode is classic 
Doctor Who, simple, emotionally powerful and 
unnerving.  Both The Doctor and Rose get to be 
the hero.  Second best this season.      Rating: 5/5 

ARMY OF GHOSTSARMY OF GHOSTS  
Oh, my God!  This was unbelievable!  Russell must 
turn his nightmares into stories for the show!  Right 
from the start I was stunned and upset.  Then it 
was „Welcome to Torchwood‟ and „kiss the planet 
goodbye‟!  And Mickey is back – and, surprisingly, 
I'm actually pleased to see him this time!  The 
Production Team have outdone themselves pitting 
the Cybermen against the Daleks – I was not 
expecting something this good after some of the 
episode this season, but it is all paying off at the 
end.  I find it more engaging to have the Cybermen 
in our reality rather than the alternate one of Rise 
of the Cybermen – that story did not work for me; 
definitely not one of my treasured moments of this 
season.  However, Army of Ghosts is a smashing 
lead into what will be a brilliant and emotionally 
volatile finale in Doomsday.               Rating: 4.5 / 5 

DOOMSDAYDOOMSDAY  
Magnificent!!!  Not at all predictable; action packed 
and HIGHLY emotionally charged.  Rose has been 
a brilliant companion for the Doctor; she will be 
greatly missed and will never be replaced – but we 
must all move on.  A very fitting and well-crafted 
exit for her and she did die…at least inside, that 
was what she meant at the start.  For me it was 
exceptionally well done and a better departure for 
Rose than I had hoped for.  It really felt like the last 
two years had been brought to a very fitting and 
emotionally appropriate finale. For me it was 
perfect; such powerful images and brilliantly crafted 
performances that resulted in strong emotional 
responses.  Loved the smart-ass Daleks!  Hate the 
Cyberman voices – they are not clear enough and 
cannot be understood properly, particularly when 
arguing with the Daleks.     Rating: 5 / 5 

In-Focus: Torchwood 

 
In Rise of the Cybermen, 

a news broadcast on 
Rose's mobile phone 

refers to a survey 
carried out by the 

Torchwood Institute, 
and Pete Tyler asks his 
friend Stevie about his 

work at Torchwood 
(implying that 

Torchwood is less 
secretive in the parallel 

Republican Britain). 
 

In The Idiot's Lantern, 
the possibility of 

Torchwood getting 
involved is mentioned 
by police officers while 
discussing the people 
affected by The Wire.  

 
In a deleted scene, 

available on the Season 
Two DVD, Detective 
Inspector Bishop is 

shown having a phone 
conversation about 

Torchwood. 
 

In The Satan Pit, it is 
stated that the crew are 

"representing" 'The 
Torchwood Archive'. 

 
In Love & Monsters, 
Victor Kennedy has 

access to and mentions 
the Torchwood files. 

 
In Fear Her, part of the 

plot centres on the 
Olympic Torch. 

Commentator Huw 
Edwards mentions 

Torchwood after the 
Olympic crowd 

disappears before Chloe 
tears down her posters. 

 
The episodes Army of 
Ghosts and Doomsday 
include Torchwood as 
an integral part of the 

plot.  
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Over the years Comic Relief and Children in Need have done some great specials. Focusing on just  

Doctor Who, there was one where all the surviving actors walked out of the TARDIS. I never saw so many  
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Charity Specials: Children in Need • Time Crash 
The Runaway BrideThe Runaway Bride  

CHILDREN IN NEEDCHILDREN IN NEED  
Looking back, what a treat we received getting a 
bonus mini-episode to link together Parting of the 
Ways and The Christmas Invasion. For the first 
time in years, we witnessed a new regeneration 
and the Doctor truly experiencing the different body 
in which he now resides.  My only issue with this 
„episode‟, in hindsight, comes from its charity 
nature.  It cannot be rebroadcast as part of the next 
story, so we have a vital part of David Tennant‟s 
Doctor which must be set aside and played 
separately.  
Rose‟s reaction to the new Doctor really reflects 
what the audience felt at the time - can you change 
back?  I don‟t think anyone wanted to let go of 
Eccleston back in 2005; even now his brief stint 
contains some of the highlights of the entire history 
of the show.  Wonderful seeing the manic Doctor 
and the TARDIS crashing. - Ian 

TIME CRASHTIME CRASH  
It had to happen sometime – and what a perfect 
way to do it!  Yes, two Doctors face to face!  This 
was the 2007 „Children In Need‟ offering from 
Doctor Who.  Written by Steven Moffat and 
directed by Graeme Harper (who directed Peter 
Davison‟s last episode Caves Of Androzani), this 
five minute work of art slots seamlessly between 
Last Of The Time Lords and Voyage of the 
Damned.  I was fortunate enough to view this for 
the first time with two other Doctor Who fans and it 
was a fabulous experience.  Introduced by John 
Barrowman and Terry Wogan, this brief encounter 
was tasteful, witty, emotional and brilliant. 
Rating: 10 / 10 

[‗You‘re my Doctor‘ *squee*  This hit all the right buttons 

with bickering and gushing all balanced out nicely.  Not 
many people can carry off a vegetable as a fashion 
accessory.  Absolutely fried gold - Ian] 

THE RUNAWAY BRIDETHE RUNAWAY BRIDE  
This was a good link between the departure of 
Rose and the arrival of Martha.  I found this 
episode to be very enjoyable and often very funny. 
I had no idea who Catherine Tate was before 
seeing this but she was very impressive and a 
strong co-star for David as a one-off companion; 
although perhaps a bit over the top at times and I 
couldn‟t handle her as an ongoing character 
onboard the TARDIS...  Christmas was more of a 
backdrop this time since we no longer have Rose‟s 
family around.  Several appropriate references to 
Rose and the Doctor's pain of losing her.  Loved 
the use of the TARDIS in more of a „space ship‟ 
style and the car chase sequences were simply 
astounding!  I did find the science stretched 
beyond all believability at times, however.  I 
thought the alien was great, looked good and an 

excellent performance.  Rating: 9 / 10 

But after The Runaway Bride came the trailer for 
2007: Martha, witches, men with guns, new aliens, 
chorus girls, Shakespeare, the Face Of Boe, 
reversing the aging process, lots of explosions and 
a black Dalek!  So they have all bases covered 
now; Torchwood, the adult show with the sex, 
violence, horror and strong language; The Sarah 
Jane Adventures, the children‟s show with the 
charm and innocence of that category; and Doctor 
Who, the family show that has the hardest job of 
treading that fine middle line between the other 
two.  How very fortunate are we at this time to have 
all this and the overwhelming amount of associated 
products that are now available – more than we 
could ever collect.  What a brilliant year!!!  Looking 
forward to what is to come in 2007! 

Series 2 

Review 
companions and Doctors together at once. The Dimensions in Time special strangely seems more toler-
able as time goes on; but, Curse of the Fatal Death clearly wins the best charity work by the series - IAC 
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Season ThreeSeason Three  
Smith & Jones • Shakespeare • Gridlock • Daleks in Manhattan 

SMITH & JONESSMITH & JONES  
This was a make or break episode for the season 
as it introduced the new companion after the 
departure of the greatly-loved Rose.  Martha is 
immediately appealing and her relationship with the 
Doctor is comfortable and refreshing.  Set in the 
hospital where Martha works as a student doctor it 
is all action and drama packed with great lines and 
moments.  Martha‟s family are also a welcome 
change to the Tylers and Mickey.  New aliens 
called Judoon are introduced which are very 
reminiscent of the Sontarans in appearance.  
There is a lot of attention to small details but the 
only thing they missed which I noticed was that the 
Judoon had no moon dust on their boots when they 
entered the building!  And who is Mr Saxon???  It‟s 
a great first episode for Martha and for the year.  
 Rating: 9.5 / 10 

SHAKESPEARE CODESHAKESPEARE CODE  
I usually enjoy the historical stories.  I love when 
history and the Doctor collide and he is an integral 
part of familiar events.  Gareth Roberts exceeded 
all expectations with this brilliant script with great 
humour and a well-woven story, tying it all together 
with Shakespeare‟s legendary lost play and some 
well recognised witches.  This new portrayal of 
Shakespeare was wonderful and engaging.  
Perfect performances from the guest cast and 
exceptional effects and graphics; this is so full it‟s 
overflowing with brilliance.  The genius of the 
Doctor and of Shakespeare as well as the power of 
well placed words.  Equal to the very best of 
classic Doctor Who; it maybe even as good as 
Shakespeare.  This episode is total magic and I 
have seen it four times now!  Rating: 10.5 / 10 

[I would cut that rating down by a third - Ian] 

GRIDLOCKGRIDLOCK  
Returning to New New York in the year 5 Billion + 
53 years, this is the final chapter for the Face Of 
Boe, who has an important meeting with the Doctor 
and an extremely moving exit that had me in tears. 
Boe has definitely become a favourite new 
character.  The logical future version of what I 
suffer through every morning and evening 
travelling to work; fantastic music and effects.  The 
return of a very old enemy, the Macra, reduced to a 
secondary role.  A powerful story about diversity, 
conformity, hope, humanity, acceptance and 
sacrifice; it‟s one of Russell‟s very best scripts. 
Rating: 9.5 / 10  

[I think our views of Season Three will differ considerably. 

I found the opening stories to lack backbone and I 
actually felt awkward when people watched these stories 
and thought them representative of the series. - Ian] 

DALEKS IN MANHATTANDALEKS IN MANHATTAN  
Wonderful effects, sets and plate shots.  This 
episode didn‟t move me like Shakespeare Code 
and Gridlock did.  Fantastic song and dance 
routine.  This episode was going well until the final 
few seconds and the reveal of the Human Dalek 
which I found an enormous let down!  The mask 
just looked silly and far too similar to Scaroth in the 
classic episode City Of Death.  The tentacles 
needed to be longer and the brain needed to pulse 
– and the American accent was incredibly lame, at 
the very least a mild effect should have been 
added to the voice.  Something went very wrong 
here to allow that to get through to the screen, it 
was pathetic! The Director even expressed 
concerns that he had not seen a design for the 
Human Dalek when he started shooting and rightly 
so; the result was below par.    Rating: 8 / 10 

In Love & Monsters, the 
copy of The Daily 
Telegraph that the 

Abzorbaloff reads has 
the headline "Saxon 

leads polls with 64 per 
cent".  This is the first 

appearance of the name 
of "Mr Saxon". 

 
In The Runaway Bride, 
the tank commander 

opens fire on the 
Empress of the 

Racnoss' ship under 
order from "Mr Saxon". 

 
In Smith and Jones, 
during a news report 

about the events in the 
episode, an interviewee 
says "All this just goes 

to prove Mr Saxon 
right." Later, as Martha 
Jones meets the Doctor 

in an alley, a poster 
displaying the slogan 

"Vote Saxon" is 
prominently displayed 

behind her. 
 

Similarly, while 
investigating the 

abandoned dance hall in 
Torchwood episode 

Captain Jack Harkness, 
Jack and Tosh pass a 
"Vote Saxon" poster. 

 
In Gridlock, the Face of 

Boe tells the Doctor 
"You are not alone".  

The message's meaning 
would be later revealed 

in Utopia to be a 
foreshadow of the 

Master's return.  The 
Master takes the alias 

"Professor Yana", 
"Yana" being an 

acronym for "You Are 
Not Alone". 

Daleks in Manhattan did not please me.  I felt that the premise of a humanoid Dalek worthwhile enough; 
though the destruction of it seemed pointless.  At least ship him off to some distant world to use at some  
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Season ThreeSeason Three  
Evolution of Daleks• Lazarus Experiment • 42 • Human Nature 

EVOLUTION OF THE DALEKSEVOLUTION OF THE DALEKS  
What a let down after such a great run of excellent 
episodes this year!  This is written by the script 
editor so it should have been so much better.  They 
really don‟t seem to get it right with the two-parters 
in the new series.  Too much philosophising and 
too little wit or mystery; very predictable.  Things 
started to go wrong from Solomon‟s speech – 
tedious, overly melodramatic and totally obvious – 
and the episode didn‟t recover.  I felt it just didn‟t 
work and needed more rewrites  – how could they 
let this happen?  There is nothing wrong with the 
excellent production; just the script, which undoes 
the time, effort and cost expended.  A waste of a 
Dalek episode with one of the best titles ever and 
also a waste of a great character in Dalek Sec – all 
because they rushed it.  Rating: 5 / 10  

[Seeing reason now? - Ian] 

LAZARUS EXPERIMENTLAZARUS EXPERIMENT  
Arriving back at Martha‟s place not long after she 
left, it takes very little time for a drama to happen. 
Martha‟s sister, Tish, has a good supporting role in 
this one and we also see her mother and brother. 
We see Martha‟s mum‟s fear of the Doctor stirred 
up by the mysterious Harold Saxon.  I also like 
Martha making a rational choice to travel with the 
Doctor.  A fine performance by Mark Gatiss as Dr 
Lazarus and also a wonderful guest appearance by 
Thelma Barlow.  Another good episode that has 
returned the season to its winning streak after the 
pothole of the previous episode.  To compensate 
for the fact that the next episode was delayed by a 
week for the Eurovision Song Contest, this episode 
ends with a teaser trailer for the remainder of this 
season: interesting!    Rating: 9 / 10 

4242  
A fast and furious 42 minutes running in “real time”.   
The Doctor and Martha have only that long to stop 
the space ship they are trapped in from crashing 
into a sun.  Of course, there is an alien threat on 
board trying to destroy them all.  Any obvious 
comments regarding a similarity to the US show 24 
are unnecessary, as this stands on its own.  This 
time the Doctor gets Martha into a horrifying 
situation, in less than 30 minutes.  The Doctor puts 
his lives on the line to try to save everyone. 
Exhausting performances from all, it‟s also another 
intriguing appearance from Martha‟s mother. 
Brilliantly directed by Graeme Harper who builds 
the drama; the suspense lasts right to the climax. 
Not one that I would be drawn to watch again but 
still high quality.  Rating: 8.5 / 10 
[While Bad Wolf and Torchwood worked, the Saxon references 

seemed forced - Ian] 

HUMAN NATUREHUMAN NATURE  
Written by Paul Cornell and adapted from his book 
that featured the Seventh Doctor.  This is a very 
Old English story with a collection of wonderful 
characters – Doctor Who at its very best!  The twist 
here is that the Doctor has become human to hide 
from the aliens that are out to destroy him.  The 
Doctor‟s human side is enchanting, charming, 
vulnerable and desperate to hold on to the „life‟ he 
has created under the watchful eye of Martha.  So 
many amazing touches – the journal, the watch, 
the scarecrows (reminiscent of that script Tom 
Baker created years ago), obnoxious and creepy 
school boys, a very gifted boy, an impossible 
spaceship, strong and bold Martha, great music 
and effects and so many small details.  The time 
spent on this story makes every cent spent on 
these two episodes worthwhile. … Rating: 10 / 10          

The Lazarus Experiment 
reveals Mr Saxon's full 
name.  Martha's sister, 
Tish Jones works as 

Lazarus' assistant, who 
in turn is working upon 
the technology at the 

behest of Saxon. 
Lazarus' technology 

reappears in The Sound 
of Drums and Last of the 
Time Lords as a function 
of the laser screwdriver. 

 
 Also present is a shady 
Man in Black, who warns 
Martha's mother of the 

Doctor and tells her 
something terrifying 

about him, resulting in 
her making a phone call 
to Martha warning her 
and saying that "this 

information comes from 
Harold Saxon himself!".  

 
This episode is the first 
to hint at Mr. Saxon's 

identity as a Time Lord 
as the logos seen on 

banners outside 
Lazarus's laboratory 

(and on the walls inside 
on occasion) is almost 

identical to the 
Gallifreyan code 

frequently seen as read-
outs on the TARDIS 

monitor. 
 

In 42, agents of Mr 
Saxon trace Francine's 

call to Martha's 
superphone.  One of 
Saxon's agents had 

appeared in the previous 
episode to warn 

Martha's mother about 
the Doctor's reputation 

for danger.  Archangel is 
also seen on Martha's 

mobile display, while the 
mysterious Man In Black 

from the previous 
episode is replaced with 

Miss Dexter. 

point down the line.  This story should have been a single episode as there‘s not enough material for two.  
Loved the line about, ―being into musical theatre‖ - I use it all the time.  ―Funny he never married!‖  - IAC 
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Season ThreeSeason Three  
Family of Blood • Blink • Utopia • Sound of Drums • Timelords 

FAMILY OF BLOODFAMILY OF BLOOD  
Never rush the script, particularly for a two parter!!! 
Part 1 left me begging for Part 2 – and I was not 
disappointed!  Amazing performances from Tim, 
Baines, Matron, Martha and above all Mr Smith!  In 
fact, Baines‟ performance is only outdone by Mr 
Smith; David Tennant gives an Academy Award 
winning performance as Mr Smith is emotionally 
torn to shreds – he is a truly amazing actor!  High 
drama, high action, high emotion.  Ending with 
emotional overload, “… and he IS wonderful…”, 
everything he wants he give up for us.  So good 
that I watched it a second time and cried all over 
again!   Rating: 11 / 10  
 
[Okay, now you‘re pushing the rating system. Only 
Steven Moffat stories can breach the /5 or /10 rating 
limits. Loved the darkness revealed towards the stories‘ 

end - Ian] 

BLINKBLINK  
”The Angels stole my TARDIS!”  Steven Moffat is a 
genius, returning with another brilliant Doctor Who 
episode; this time with minimal appearances from 
the Doctor and Martha.  Very scary!  Based on a 
short story Moffat created for a Doctor Who annual, 
it still gives me goose bumps at third viewing.  Very 
emotional as well.  Don‟t turn your back, don‟t look 
away, don‟t even blink!  I swear I saw that statue in 
my garden move!  Rating: 10 / 10 

[Whenever the Doctor fails to make an appearance, 
situations plummet from bad to worse and the scare 

factor triples.  Combine that with the base concept of 
stone-cold killers who move only when you take your 
eyes off them – I get shivers just thinking of them!  This 

episode defines all that I love about the series as a whole 
and it proves how quality dialogue breathes life into a 
story. - Ian] 

UPOTIA/ SOUND OF DRUMS/ UPOTIA/ SOUND OF DRUMS/   

LAST OF THE TIMELORDSLAST OF THE TIMELORDS  
These three episodes are best viewed together as 
one long story – and what a story!  There are some 
great discussions and explanations between the 
Doctor and Jack.  Great to have Jack back at his 
original best as well as the Master.  Derek Jacobi 
and John Simm are amazing!  As soon as we see 
the watch it all falls into place.  Vote Saxon – I 
don‟t think so!  John Simm is perfect as the Master, 
portraying him as an evil, twisted clown, ruthless, 
sadistic and smart-ass.  We even get to see the 
Citadel on Gallifrey and a few Time Lords as we 
remember them – a brief but magnificent moment! 
Martha Jones saves the world.  In some ways, this 
is a powerful political comment on the 
consequences of our choices and our 
complacency.  As they say, many of the human 

race are the greatest monsters of all!  A 
magnificent tale, masterfully executed!! The 
revelation at the end about the Face Of Boe 
devastated me and dramatically changed the 
impact of Gridlock for me.  Here come the drums! 
Rating: 10 / 10 

 
Doctor • Master 

By dropping ―the‖ as the prefix to their names, suddenly 

the bond between the old rivals becomes far more 
intimate and intense.   Calling him ―Master‖ removes the 
undercurrent of disdain that ―The Master‖ can carry as the 

emphasis can be misplaced. Indeed, the telephone 
conversation between the two digs right to the foundation 
of their relationship.  The history and baggage between 

them opens up their thought processes and we realise 
the pain which drives forth the Master; only now does his 
motivation clarify his actions and explain his insanity. - 

Ian  

The episodes Human 
Nature and Family of 

Blood contributed 
towards the arc by 

introducing the concept 
of the Chameleon arch, 

which provides a 
plausible explanation for 

the Master's return in 
Utopia.  

 
Also at the beginning of 
the episode the hymn 

"He Who Would Valiant 
Be" can be heard being 
sung, the second line of 

which contains the 
words "follow the 

master".  
 

Also, when Tim Latimer 
opens the fob watch the 
Doctor's voice is heard 

saying, among other 
things, "you are not 

alone". 
 

In Utopia, Professor 
Yana opens his own 
Chameleon Arch fob 
watch, returning the 
Master's Time Lord 

consciousness to his 
body.  The Master later 

regenerates into the 
form of Mr Saxon, and 
Martha recognises his 

voice.  
 

The story arc continues 
in The Sound of Drums 

and Last of the Time 
Lords, where the human 
population empower the 

Doctor to defeat the 
Master through focused 

psychic connection. 

Having a new Master pleased me.  The original could never be replaced, and previous actors did  
acceptable jobs of emulating his look and character; however, John Simms managed to change the 

character quite drastically.   
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Voyage of the DamnedVoyage of the Damned  
Animated Adventures: Infinite Quest • Dreamland 

VOYAGE OF THE DAMNEDVOYAGE OF THE DAMNED  
Another brilliant Doctor Who Christmas Special 
with the Tenth Doctor and Kylie Minogue as 
companion Astrid Peth.  The longest single 
episode yet and the highest rating since City Of 
Death nearly 30 years earlier.  It was like The 
Robots of Death meets a touch of Dickens and a 
big dose of tongue-in-cheek humour.  Some 
fantastic performances all round from a great guest 
cast.  Kylie was perfect … a real surprise to me as 
I have never found her acting convincing before. 
[No comment – Ian] 

The ultimate villain of the piece was a bit too 
similar to previous characters and I am getting 
increasingly annoyed by the Doctor‟s habit of 
kissing all the girls; it‟s not necessary and it is NOT 
the Doctor!  At least that won‟t be happening when 
Donna returns next season.  Amazing effects as 

usual and no robot Santa this time – excellent! 
Even the song that Murray Gold created for this 
episode was great; a huge improvement on his 
previous lame attempts.  This was followed by the 
Season Four preview teaser which included 
Donna, Pompeii, Agatha Christie, Sontarans, UNIT 
and a final eye shot of … Davros?     Rating: 9 / 10 
 

 
[Excuse me? Lame attempts?  Sorry to quibble, but 
Murray Gold composed wonderful scores over the years, 

the highlight being Song for Ten when the tenth Doctor 
selects his costume and takes part in Christmas.  Are you 
telling me that didn‘t bring a tear to your eye?  For 

shame! You‘d rather the third Doctor‘s incidental music?  
I thought not, so hush! 
I grew up on 70s disaster films and to have The Poseidon 

Adventure: In Space tickled me pink.  I loved every 
moment of this story, including the tackiness and 
stereotypes.  Jack rated it right! - Ian] 

Hi, Jack! here again ... 
 
I have been instructed to review the two Doctor 
Who animations : The Infinite Quest and 
Dreamland.  Well, i have nothing to say about 
either of them, as I don't count them as  "real" 
episodes.  I did see the start of The Infinite Quest 
but the animation style annoyed me so much that I 
could not watch it. 
As for Dreamland, I have watched it all because I 
found the animation style bearable but, overall, it 
was just silly and again, not worthy of reviewing! 
Jack! 
 
[I will be reviewing your position in Sonic next year. With 

an attitude problems like yours… I cannot see you fitting 
in with our team working - Ed] 
 

Infinite Quest 
I watched the start of this and found it completely 
tolerable, enough to buy the DVD.  That said, I 
never ended up watching the final product.  What I 
saw I enjoyed, but I rather my Doctor Who live 
action; I do not really see the need for this. 
 
Dreamland 
Now I did watch this one specifically to review, 
mostly as I misplaced my IQ disc.  As far as 
computer game cut-scenes go, they were most 
watchable.  The story naturally provided as much 
depth as a kiddies‟ paddle-pool, although the story 
did keep me entertained.  I think the extras on the 
DVD out-weigh the main feature; well worth 
purchasing this disc for the compilations of various 
themes. 

Guest Stars 
 

Matt Baker 
Simon Callow 

Susannah Constantine 
Tamsin Greig 

Corey Johnson 
Davina McCall 
Andrew Marr 

Anna Maxwell Martin 
Simon Pegg 

Anne Robinson 
Zoë Wanamaker 
Richard Wilson 

Penelope Wilton 
Trinny Woodall 
Derek Acorah 
Thelma Barlow 
Peter Capaldi  
Silas Carson 

Michelle Collins 
Pauline Collins 

Bernard Cribbins 
Timothy Dalton 

Richard Dawkins 
Huw Edwards 

Lee Evans 
Mark Gatiss 

Trisha Goddard 
Mona Hammond 

Andrew Hayden-Smith 
Jake Simmonds 

Anthony Stewart Head 
Shirley Henderson 

Jessica Hynes 
Sir Derek Jacobi 

Peter Kay 
Felicity Kendal 
Alex Kingston 
Dervla Kirwan  

Sarah Lancashire 
Maureen Lipman 
Roger Lloyd Pack 

Roy Marsden 
Kylie Minogue 

Jason Mohammad 
Georgia Moffett 
David Morrissey 

Sophia Myles 
Tracy-Ann Oberman 

Paul O'Grady 
Ardal O'Hanlon 

Sharon Osbourne 
Geoffrey Palmer 
Steve Pemberton 

Anne Reid 
Michelle Ryan 

John Simm 
Clive Swift 

Catherine Tate 
David Troughton 

Kirsty Wark 
Don Warrington 

Ann Widdecombe 
Penelope Wilton 
Barbara Windsor 

Now the Master appears quite insane, manic, and clearly unhinged. I understand no what motivates his 
actions and feel a stronger connection between Master and Doctor. Vote Saxon! - IAC 
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Season FourSeason Four  
Partners in Crime • Fires of Pompeii • Planet of Ood • Sontaran 

PARTNERS IN CRIMEPARTNERS IN CRIME  
First thing I noticed was that the theme music has 
changed again – but I don‟t like this version as 
much as the previous one; leave it alone!  This is 
one of those episodes that can be brilliant and 
dreadful at the same time!  On first viewing I was 
thrilled with the story of Donna‟s reconnection to 
the Doctor but found the “monsters” to be so silly 
that they were, like the Slitheen, only fit for The 
Sarah Jane Adventures, not Doctor Who.  Some 
wacky spy game with a Close Encounters style 
space ship; probably the silliest episode I have 
seen in a very long time, but a great ending.  I am 
thrilled that Donna is back – and I NEVER thought I 
would say that!        Rating: 8 / 10 

 

I always preferred the darker stories of Doctor 
Who, however introductory episodes should be fun 

– Ian  

FIRES OF POMPEIIFIRES OF POMPEII  
Astounding!  Funny, tragic, beautiful, horrific, 
colourful and chaotic.  One of the most amazing 
episodes of Doctor Who ever.  Has a great guest 
cast and characters we really care about – except 
for the „stall owner‟ (Phil Cornwall) who is just 
obnoxious.  Donna again proves to be a brilliant 
companion and her maturity is so refreshing after 
the Doctors usual „fan club‟ of assistants.   

Rating: 11 / 10  [ Again with the 11 - Ian] 

At this point, all those who cried foul at the casting 

of Donna as the full time companion (and I must 

count myself here), realised why RTD chose her.  

She embodies everything the Doctor needs in a 

companion, and I know I already care for her - Ian 

PLANET OF THE OODPLANET OF THE OOD  
A revolution is happening on the Ood Sphere.   A 
very strong message presented in a beautifully 
filmed package about liberating the oppressed.  

Again, the huge value of a mature companion like 
Donna is very evident here.   Donna and the 

Doctor both look fantastic, although I have now 
seen more than enough “red eyed” Ood to last a 
lifetime.  I hope this is the last we will see them. 

Rating: 7 / 10    
 

 
[Another strong story, drawing together the Doctor 
and Donna and alluding to events far down the line 
of the series.  While I too am over the ‗red eyed‘ 
Ood, I am still interested in them as a species and 
look forwards to seeing their use over the coming 
years.  I particually enjoyed their song. - Ian]  

  

SONTARAN STRATAGEMSONTARAN STRATAGEM  
Martha‟s back, the Sontarans are back, UNIT‟s 

back (but a new team) and Donna is as brilliant as 

ever.  Lots of clones and a power crazed child 

genius (American, of course).  I‟m disappointed by 

the new Sontarans – a bunch of meat heads with 

extreme „short man syndrome‟.  They look short 

and silly, like children in costumes, which is a 

mistake; they should be tall, butch Rugby League 

players with no necks!  Still, the costumes are 

great.  I am also not impressed with the new UNIT 

– completely lacking the charm and presence of 

the Brigadier, Benton, Yates and Harry.  The one 

appealing new member of UNIT is killed off; very 

stupid move!  I also don‟t buy Martha in a position 

of authority within UNIT for a second, ...  

Medusa Cascade 
 

Partners in Crime 
The Fires of Pompeii 
Sontaran Stratagem 

Midnight 
The Stolen Earth 

 
Shadow Proclamation 

  

An intergalactic code of 
conduct which has been 
continually referenced 

over the past four series 
(going back as far as the 
first episode Rose), was 
addressed in The Stolen 

Earth 
 

Disappearing Bees 
  

Partners in Crime  
Planet of the Ood  

Unicorn and the Wasp  
Turn Left 

The Stolen Earth 
 

Missing 
 

Various planets and 
moons are referenced as 
„lost‟: one of the moons 
of Poosh in Midnight, 

Pyrovilia in The Fires of 
Pompeii, and the 

Adiposian breeding 
planet, Adipose 3, in 
Partners in Crime. 

 
Prophecies 

 

Several prophecies were 
fulfilled, including the 

Ood's references to the 
'Doctor Donna', and of 
seers in The Fires of 

Pompeii. 
 

In Turn Left, the stars 
begin disappearing 
roughly three weeks 

after the events of The 
Poison Sky; though it is 
set in a parallel reality, 
the event is said to be 

occurring in every 
reality.  

Series 4 

Review 
Seeing Sontaran‘s return, I felt pleased with their design.  For a race of clones, they did seem to differ 
quite visibility over the years, different styles of faces and numbers of fingers.  I think we settled for the  
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Season FourSeason Four  
Poison Sky • The Doctor‟s Daughter • Unicorn and the Wasp  

POISON SKYPOISON SKY  

...  ...  it is all wrong!  The only way that would have 
worked is if she had an “older” presence about her 
on screen and her cheap accent was toned down 

to speaking with a little more class.  While this 
story had some very good ideas, it was not as 

engaging as it could have been.  Yet another two 
part story by Helen Rayner that falls well short of 

what should come from a script editor for a second  
don‟t waste another two-parter on her!    Rating: 6 

out of 10 … over it!   
 

I feel the inclusion of two-part stories a waste in 
many cases, as few stories can justify ninety 

minutes to tell a story and keep it strong 
throughout.  RTD habitually allows extensions over 
pacing.  Keep all this padding for DVD extras! - Ian  

 

THE DOCTOR‟S DAUGHTERTHE DOCTOR‟S DAUGHTER  
A bit misleading at first; the weirdest episode in a 
long time – but it all makes sense in the end.  
Different from the usual episodes, but still very 
important as I clearly smell another “spin-off” series 
here!  An odd new alien called the Hath.  A truly 
amazing performance from David Tennant – we 
are SO fortunate to have him as our tenth Doctor!  
The things you find in the Doctor‟s pockets...    
Rating: 8 / 10 
 

I felt most disappointed by this story, due solely to 

my personal expectations of seeing Susan‘s 

mother, not a new daughter. It would be interesting 

to see Susan and Jenny together, some interesting 

stories in the future should develop from this - Ian 

UNICORN AND THE WASPUNICORN AND THE WASP  
A wonderful episode!  I love the „famous 
personality‟ stories; nicely woven into Agatha‟s real 
life by Gareth Roberts.  I did, however, pick 
“whodunnit” right from the start.  A lot of detail in a 
well written script with some strong 
characterisation; many excellent performances and 
Donna really shone again.  Rating: 9 out of 10 … 
Delightful! 
 
The introduction of a long-term, multi-regeneration 
relationship with the Doctor adds a whole new 
dimension to his character. Starting the romance 
by seeing how it ends, how she dies, must be one 
of the cruellest twists Moffat included in the series. 
Interestingly the longer the lady plays this role, the 
older she will appear.  This may limit the continued 
use of her character, which is regretful. - Ian 

SILENCE IN THE LIBRARY/SILENCE IN THE LIBRARY/  

FOREST OF THE DEADFOREST OF THE DEAD  
WOW!  More questions than answers in this one.  I 
think it must have started out as a scary bedtime 
story that Steven told to his children – and grew 
into this!  Who is this amazing woman, River 
Song?  Did that shadow just move?  Donna Noble 
has been saved!  Ripping at the emotions with a 
blazing intensity, without a child‟s imagination you 
can never really get it.  Twisted, complex 
nightmares; they come from the childhood of 
Steven Moffat.  Spoilers!  Spoilers!  Spoilers! 
Rating: 9 / 10 … very good, but Blink was better! 
 
The last of the pre-producer Moffat stories. From 
now we shall see how his scare-factor can be 
maintained over several stories a season. - Ian 

The series finale which 
was a two part story 

with The Stolen Earth 
and Journey's End saw 

the climax of many 
references and events 
not just made over the 

course of the series but 
of the entire series from 
the 2005 revival.  This 
was done so that head 
writer Russell T Davies 

could leave a blank slate 
for his successor.  The 

episodes saw the 
significance of the 

Medusa Cascade and 
the disappearance of the 
bees on Earth revealed. 
Also several prophesies 
were fulfilled (as stated 
below).  The numerous 

references to 
disappeared planets 

such as Adipose 3 and 
the Lost Moon of Poosh 
all come into play.  The 

importance of the 
Doctor having kept the 

hand he lost in a fight on 
Christmas Day 2005 is 
seen along with having 

Martha Jones' phone on-
board the TARDIS.  As 

the Doctor's soul is 
'revealed' by Davros 

there are clips shown of 
the people who have 
sacrificed themselves 
for him throughout the 
revived series.  Also as 

many old characters 
return their significance 
is seen such as that of 
Torchwood and Harriet 
Jones.  The Christmas 

special on the Titanic is 
also seen as important 

due to Mr. Copper 
creating the foundations 
of the sub-wave network 

used in Stolen Earth. 

Series 4 

Review 
best of the options.  I like short and angry; glad to see they kept the probic vents.  Not sure about their 
uniform, although I wouldn‘t say that to their face.  Not sure they listened to their fashion advisor! - IAC  
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Season FourSeason Four  
Silence in the Library  • Forest of Dead • Midnight • Turn Left 

MIDNIGHTMIDNIGHT  
Stuck on a bus with the Doctor while Donna takes 
a “Spa” break – never get on a bus with the Doctor! 
This is a very different and compelling episode with 
some great performances, particularly from David 
Tennant.  Some amazingly difficult dialogue 
scenes.  I also like the slight change in his 
costume, he can do without the tie from now on. 
Watching David Troughton‟s performance, his 
facial expressions and voice, he would the perfect 
replacement for Patrick Troughton if they ever 
wanted to bring back the second Doctor…  Do it, 
please!    Rating: 8 out of 10 

TURN LEFTTURN LEFT  
An amazing and at times horrible story about “what 
ifs”; this is the return of a changed Rose and the 
Doctor-lite story for this year.  More amazing 
performances and Catherine Tate shows she is a 
genius at drama (much better than her more widely
-known comedy!). Also, I immediately recognised 
the actress who played Chan‟tho last year.  This 
episode sets up the final two episodes of Season 4 
that will involve a lot of guest appearances from 
familiar favourites. 
Rating: 9 out of 10 

Before this episode aired I saw the trailer which 
proved correct my predictions from over a year ago 

about who will be returning with the Daleks this 
year – Davros!    

(I knew what you were thinking Russell!).  

Then I also found an episode of Blue Peter, with 
Freema Agyeman as guest, which was aired over a 

week before episode 12 was shown.  Served me 
right that it completely spoiled the surprise of just 
how many familiar faces and characters reappear 

in these two final amazing episodes...  

With Doctor Who now an 
indisputable success, 

the production team and 
the BBC became 

concerned about the 
possibility of the 

programme becoming 
oversaturated, and the 
general public growing 
weary of it.  To this end, 

it was agreed that the 
show would be rested 

for a year after its fourth 
season, with the gap 
filled by a series of 

specials.  As a result, 
although September 3rd 

2007 saw the 
announcement of Doctor 
Who's renewal for a fifth 

season, it was 
confirmed that this 

would not air until the 
spring of 2010. 

The five “special” 
episodes designed to 
bridge the fourth and 
fifth seasons would 

come to be transitional 
in many respects.  Not 
only would the second 
of these, Planet Of The 

Dead, involve High 
Definition filming for the 
first time; and each one 
feature a unique, one-off 

“companion” for the 
Doctor; but it gradually 
became clear that, by 

the end of the specials, 
many key figures would 

have departed from 
Doctor Who.  

One by one, executive 
producer Julie Gardner, 
executive producer and 

head writer Russell T 
Davies, and finally David 

Tennant himself all 
announced that they 

would be moving on to 
new challenges.  As a 

result, the specials 
would now serve as the 
culmination of the first 

era of the revived Doctor 
Who, paving the way for 
a new Doctor and a new 
production team in the 

new decade. 

Series 4 

Review 



 

  

23 

 

 

 

 | RTD Years Edition |  May 2010 |  

The Next DoctorThe Next Doctor  
Season Finale: Stolen Earth • Journey‟s End 

STOLEN EARTH STOLEN EARTH   
These could well be the most brilliant episodes 
ever – so many welcome returns, so much 
crossover; how could we survive to the next week 
to find out what was really going on!  What an 
astounding cliff-hanger ending to episode 12!  This 
ties up many things from all four years of Russell‟s 
work and it is done with all guns blazing. 

 JOURNEY‟S ENDJOURNEY‟S END  
My favourite scene is the one with them all around 
the TARDIS console.  What happens to Donna is 
almost unbearable, which is a testament to 
Catherine‟s brilliant portrayal.  How could Russell 
ever do better for David‟s final appearances in the 
upcoming year of specials??? 
Rating: 11 / 10 … Astounding! 

THE NEXT DOCTORTHE NEXT DOCTOR  
Two Doctors and the Cybermen in Victorian 
London, written by Russell – sounds like a good 
idea for a Christmas Special.  Normally by now, I 
would have watched the Doctor Who Christmas 
Special two or three times, but for some reason 
that has not happened this year.  Certainly perfect 
for a cold UK Christmas with its Dickensian flavour 
through similarities to Oliver Twist and A Christmas 
Carol, including child labourers and steam powered 
machinery.  However, that alone is not enough to 
carry it through in other cultures.  Then when the 
Cyber King was revealed it just went all lame for 
me.  True, it was a huge challenge to compete with 
Voyage but The Next Doctor had great potential.  
   
I found it felt rushed and a bit half-baked.   I am 
sure not everyone will agree with me since it 
achieved over 11 million viewers in the UK, but I 
feel know where it went wrong.  Russell was under 

extreme pressure at the time he wrote this.  He 
was struggling to get Journey‘s End to work, 
making him five weeks late in starting to write this 
script; he was very ill with chicken pox which put 
him out of action for two weeks at the busiest time 
of his working year; and, basically he had taken on 
too much.  He had thought about not doing a 
Christmas Special this year but it is such a highly 
anticipated Christmas Day tradition in the UK that 
he could not let everyone down.  Perhaps he 
should have found someone else to write it and just 
done the rewrites instead?  Having said that, this is 
not a bad episode, but not one of the best by 
Russell‟s standards.  Sadly, one that I will not be 
drawn to watch again.  And I really miss Donna!
Rating:  6 / 10 
 

Aside from the material screened for Children in 

Need, I disliked this story and found it quite 

needless in  the alterations of the Cybermen. -Ian 

In The End of Time, the 
Doctor (in a discussion  

with companion Wilf 
(Bernard Cribbins)) 

reveals, for the first time 
in explicit terms, that he 
has grown attached to 

the individual identity of 
his present incarnation.  
He fears a literal death, 
but even regeneration 

would amount to a loss 
of self, and a "new man" 
taking over where he left 

off.  What is returning 
through the dark is 
revealed to be the 

Master (who is 
resurrected) and 
Gallifrey, as per 

Rassilon's design to 
escape the Time War, 

destroy the universe and 
have the Time Lords live 

on as spirits.  "The 
[Immortality] Gate" is 
the tool used by the 
Master which greatly 
benefits Rassilon's 

plans.  Wilfred is the one 
to knock four times, 
from within a sealed 
radiation chamber,   

forcing the Doctor to 
debate whether to give 

up his life for Wilf's; and 
eventually absorbing the 
lethal radiation to save 

Wilf's life.  The explosive 
regeneration occurs 

after a protracted period 
of slow dying, from 
which the Eleventh 
Doctor (Matt Smith) 

emerges. 
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Season Four X Season Four X --  SpecialsSpecials  The End of Time The End of Time   
Planet of the Dead • Waters of Mars Ambivalent Waters of Mars Review 

PLANET OF THE DEADPLANET OF THE DEAD  
A fun adventure, beautifully filmed.  David Tennant 
is at his excited best and Michelle Ryan is superb 
as Kristina – who would make a fantastic ongoing 
companion and a real strength to support the 
Doctor, particularly the next Doctor.  She is so 
matter-of-fact about it all. 
The psychic is a great addition to build the 
suspense.  UNIT is called in with a full display of 
over-the-top force led by the now regular Captain 
Magumbo.  Doctor Malcolm Taylor, the Doctor‟s 
latest replacement as UNIT‟s scientific advisor –  
who sees the Doctor as a hero – is a great 
addition; a bit mad scientist, a bit fan-boy, and the 
Doctor‟s new “best friend”.  The alien flies are cool 
and the devourers are also brilliantly realised. 
Once they are back on Earth, the focus is clearly 
on the potential of Captain Magumbo and Malcolm 

having their own spin-off series which has the 
potential to be interesting, but I seriously doubt that 
it is necessary to divide the resources up further 
than they already are.  I would far prefer the 
Doctor‟s daughter Jenny get her own series – a 
much better idea than even the initially planned 
Rose spin off (although I would prefer the UNIT 
spin-off to one based around Rose).  The end is 
also about setting up the suspense for the final 
three episodes of David Tennant‟s era... “He will 
knock four times...”. 
 The kiss between the Doctor and Kristina 
was predictable and unnecessary; I really hope 
that we have none of this rubbish with the 11th 
Doctor as it is really not appropriate, nor in any way 
needed or productive to the stories or the character 
and legend of the Doctor.  Malcolm was also a little 
too over-the-top at the end.       Rating 8 / 10 

THE WATERS OF MARSTHE WATERS OF MARS  
Hang on a minute, why is the Doctor there?  Like a 
moth to a flame he is dragged to disasters – or is it 
just that the writer decided to go there?  Why do 
they not know the Doctor, why did they not send a 
distress call to Earth?  The carrots came out of the 
soil clean...oh, let‟s just jump over the plot holes!! 
Great to see an Aussie on board (Peter O‟Brien).  
Love the internet news reports that keep 
appearing.  Adelaide really slapped the Doctor 
down, and good on her for that - he went too far; 
he cannot play games with us!   
Another impressive aspect is the Doctor‟s realistic 
human reaction; “I should leave, I really should 
go...” – the typical head vs. heart battle that usually 
applies to situations where we are strongly 
attracted to someone who, for whatever reason, is 
emotionally dangerous for us, but we are almost 

powerless to escape...but in the long run, we 
probably should have!  But all this is about the 
Doctor‟s fit of megalomania and the consequences 
of that – then leading on to what causes his death 
in The End Of Time.   
Graeme Harper‟s direction is superb, with amazing 
detail.  The CGI and real effects are brilliant and 
the Mars-scapes are breathtaking, thanks to a 
higher available budget through a limited cast and 
no crowd scenes.  The inclusion of the difficult 
feature of so much water is so well handled – not 
one drop!!!  I think I am seriously suffering already 
from the upcoming loss of David Tennant as the 
Doctor and that is making me a bit unexcited about 
this special!   Rating:  8 / 10 
 

[Until now, I lost interest in the specials. I found 
them unimaginative and shallow.  A waste - Ian] 

Knock Four Times 
 

It was noted by Ood 
Sigma in Planet of the 

Ood (2008) that the 
Doctor's "song" would 
be ending soon.  When 
the Doctor encounters 
what he believes is a 
future regeneration of 

himself in The Next 
Doctor, Russell T Davies 
comments to the Radio 

Times: "the Doctor finds 
himself staring at that 

inevitable day when his 
tenth incarnation must 
die."  For the 2009-10 

specials, beginning with 
Planet of the Dead, a 

prophetic character tells 
the Doctor, "It is 

returning.  It is returning 
through the dark, and 
then Doctor ... oh but 
then ... he will knock 

four times." 
Subsequently, in The 

Sarah Jane Adventures 
crossover episode, The 
Wedding of Sarah Jane 

Smith, the Trickster 
mentions that "the Gate" 
is waiting for the Doctor, 

foreshadowing the 
events of The End of 

Time.  In The Waters of 
Mars, the Doctor is 

shown contemplating 
this coming knocking; 
he tries to save the life 

of Adelaide Brooke 
(Lindsay Duncan), 

whose death is a fixed 
point in time, and tries 
to prove to himself that 
he is above the laws of 
time.  Ood Sigma later 
appears to the Doctor, 

who takes it as a sign of 
his upcoming death; he 

defiantly takes the 
TARDIS, uttering “No”, 

and takes part in a 
number of unseen 

adventures between 
then and The End of 

Time to delay the 
eventuality. 

Series 4 

Review 

I think the specials became a wasted opportunity. They could have done an eighth Doctor story, and UNIT 
adventure, or something set entirely in the ultimate universe.  Perhaps a completely alien conflict, between  
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Season Four X Season Four X --  SpecialsSpecials  The End of Time The End of Time   
Planet of the Dead • Waters of Mars Ambivalent Waters of Mars Review 

THE END OF TIME 1THE END OF TIME 1  
Hang on a minute, what is going on with everyone 
here?  It felt at first like people had forgotten the 
Doctor; not actually what happened, but perhaps it 
was just a slip in the way it was written.  Still, it was 
brilliant how Russell addressed so many unfinished 
plot points in a single conversation with Ood Sigma 
and I loved the stained glass window idea.  The 
narration adds so much to the epic nature of the 
story.  The cafe scene is emotionally brilliant with 
amazing performances from David and Bernard.  
Wilf takes on a very important role in the events of 
the universe and rightly so, he has become almost 
a father figure for the Doctor.  It is a delight to see 
the inclusion of the „silver cloak‟ and their 
involvement in events, their „photo opp‟ with the 
Doctor was hilarious.  John Simm‟s madman 
performance is wonderful as is the “so obvious” 
revelation of the true nature of the „sound of 
drums‟.  The emotionally complex showdown 
between the Doctor and the Master is like two out-
of-control children.  A great cliffhanger ending as 
the Master takes his ultimate insane revenge on 
the human race and then – the Time Lords return!  
What a ripper ending, it gave me goose bumps  
and how is anyone going to stand the wait of seven 
days for the final part!   Argh!    Rating:  9 / 10 

THE END OF TIME 2THE END OF TIME 2  
Russell T Davies‟ greatest moment so far!  (Apart 
from when Stuart gave Vince the K-9 for his 30th 
birthday in Queer As Folk).  “I Will Not!” says 
Rassilon.  No one could be more appropriate to be 
the last great adversary of David Tennant‟s Doctor 
than that treacherous, megalomaniac, egotistical, 
genocidal coward – so perfectly portrayed by 
Timothy Dalton.   To see a little more of Gallifrey is 
wonderful.  The Time Lords return and show their 
true colours.  Massive performances from 
everyone, amazing work with so, so many Masters 
and the last great showdown including gunner Wilf.  
Huge drama, huge action, huge effects, all bringing 
about huge consequences.  With one look from his 
mother, the Doctor knows what he has to do – his 
ultimate sacrifice for the humans he loves so much. 
David‟s final performance makes us smile and rips 
our hearts out!  So beautifully rounded off; the 
tears flowed with his final heartbreaking words, “I 
don‟t want to go...”  One song is ending but the 
story never ends!  Geronimo!!!  Rating: 10 / 10  
 

[Okay, I thought Lord of the Rings would hold the 
record for the most drawn out ending, but RTD 
managed to challenge that title with the long 
goodbye. I think one last trip I could excuse, but it 
just got downright silly and indeed tedious - Ian] 

Oh Doctor, what have you done?  From the 
opening flashes on the recorded histories to the 
Ood Lord, Waters of Mars never relented.  Clearly 
showing the historical news of their obituaries, 
these people must die.  This time, the Doctor knew; 
he knew he must not intervene.  Walk away, this 
event exists.  The crackling around the mouth 
signified the key facial characteristic of the Ice 
Warriors.  The pace built quickly and characters 
with whom an instant familiarity drew our emotions 
abruptly came to their end.  I feel too passionately 
about this story for a balanced review; for the first 
time since Donna left, I cared.  This story felt 
heavy, not because of the content, but because the 
rule.  Lives become the Doctor‘s toys and every 

rule and moral he possesses gets thrown aside 
because Donna could not be there to stop him.  
History may have corrected itself, but only though 
the hand and gun of that captain.  They all felt it; 
the Doctor exuded power, absolute power, hand in 
hand with his corruption of the timeline - enough to 
shake time.  If a Dalek could not kill that girl 
because of her future, then seriously that timeline 
must be to hot to handle.  The consequences of 
this will be massive, that ancient Ood must be 
powerful.  The trailer showed the Master, not only 
the Master, but his reanimated body clearly rising 
from the agonising throes of death. As the Doctor 
said, "This time I have gone too far." - Ian 

Wilfred Mott: 
[stuck in the chamber] 
“I'm sorry.  Look, just 

leave me.”  
 

The Doctor:  
[smiles]  

“Okay, right then, I will.”  
[bitter] 

  

“‟Cause you had to go in 
there, didn't you?  You 

had to go in there and get 
stuck, oh yes. 'Cause 
that's who you are, 

Wilfred.  You were always 
this, waiting for me, all 

this time.” 
 

Wilfred Mott: 
“No, really, just leave me. 
I'm an old man, Doctor. 

I've had my time.”  
 

The Doctor:  
“Well, exactly, look at you, 

not remotely important.  
But me... I could do so 

much more.”  
[raging]  

 

“So much more!”  
[quietly] 

  

 “But this is what I get.  
My reward.” 

[angrily sweeping desk ] 
  

“But it's not fair!”  
[finally looks at Wilf, 
Looking to himself]  

 

“Ohhh...  I've lived too 
long.” 

  

[starts walking towards 
the chamber]  

 

Wilfred Mott: 
“No.  No, no, please, 

please don't.  No, don't, 
don't, please don't... 

please!” 
 

The Doctor: 
[gently] 

“Wilfred, it's my honour.” 

Series 4 

Review 

two monsters would even be possible; they could have done anything.  Instead we received a series of 
mediocre stories which aside from Waters of Mars did nothing new or fresh.  Such a disappointment. - IAC 
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Fan  

Article 

The Long GoodThe Long Good--byebye  
Article by Floyd Kermode 

 It's pretty much illegal to dislike David 
Tenant as The Doctor.  Only yesterday, my son 
was sent home for school after he was caught not-
appreciating Tenant's hairstyle in the playground at 
lunchtime.  Naturally the police were called to 
make sure we hadn't been disparaging the tenth 
Doctor in front of minors.  North Korea and Iran are 
facing international sanctions – not, as is widely 
supposed, for developing nuclear weapons, but for 
remarking that Tenant really overdid the 'God, I'm 
good!" moments while he was the Doctor.  Israel 
only gets away with its equally illegal nuclear 
program because the Israelis always put David 
Tenant at the top of 'Best Doctor Ever' lists when 
the UN votes on these things.  Obviously I'm not 
about to buck this trend.  I really liked him as The 
Doctor.  He rocked.   
 
 However, it's a good time to not only look 
back at Tenant's Doctor-ship with the total respect 
he deserves, but also to give him a bit of a 
bagging.  He'd like it that way, what with being all 
irreverent and anti-authoritarian.  Well, probably he 
would.  And if he wouldn't, he has the total 
admiration of everything in creation to console him.  
Hence, here are a few things for which he 
deserves a cosmic kick in his show-offy pintriped 
pants.  
  

One :: The Long Goodbyeee  
 Sure, when you're dying and/or changing 
into a younger actor, it's good to say goodbye to a 
few people and gather your thoughts.  But the post-
fatal injury pre-regeneration scene in End of Time 
was bloody ridiculous.  Say goodbye to every 
companion ever; save Sarah Jane's amazingly 
bland adopted kid from being run over; bop a 
Sontaran on the probic vent (at least that bit was 
funny); buy a lottery ticket … umm … he did a few 
other things didn't he?  I'd go and check but life is 
short.  It reminded me of the bad hair days when I 
forget the keys, get out the drive and remember 
I've forgotten the „phone and go back again.  We all 
have days like that, but Time Lords should get it 
together and just go when it's time to go. 
  

Two :: Show-offiness  
 „God, I'm good!  'I'm going to save the 
planet', and innumerable „look at meee‟ moments 
conveyed by an excess of gurning, gave DT the 
deserved title round our place of 'Dr Show 
Off' (take a bow my son Roy, who gave him this 
honour).  True, Tenant has got a lot to show off - 

he's a Time Lord, knows a lot and is hot stuff with 
all the earth-chicks I know, but he didn't have to rub 
our faces in it so much.  As Charlie Brooker said, 
reviewing yet another show in which the Doctor 
goes somewhere amazing and ostentatiously 
brags about how used to it he is, a bit of humility 
wouldn't go astray.   
  

Three :: Excessively mannered clothes  
  You know, after Colin Baker and Sylvester 
McCoy's terrible wardrobe years, a reasonable 
person wouldn't knock David Tenant's taste in 
clothes.  Lucky for me, I'm not reasonable. 
Besides, I'm not comparing David T to 'Clown Suit' 
Baker and 'stupid question mark' McCoy, I'm 
comparing him to Christopher Ecclestone, who just 
dressed like a person – a welcome change after 
years of silly clothing.  Tenant dressed like a fop 
who hangs out in Brunswick St, Fitzroy, hoping he'll 
appear in a 'Fops are Back' feature in the fashion 
section of some Melbourne weekend magazine.  
That much attention to fine points of clothing, like 
the carefully selected 'just a bit hip' sneakers, gives 
the impression of someone who spends far too 
much time worrying about how they'll look.  Doesn't 
he have important stuff to think about, like saving 
the universe and missing Rose a lot after she's 
gone?  Priorities, man!  This fussiness is all the 
more noticeable when the Doctor is compared to 
Rose, who, whatever she was wearing, gave the 
impression of having just put on whatever was 
lying on the bedroom floor at the time (probably 
whatever was lying next to her on the bedroom 
floor).   
  

Four :: Mooning after Rose  
 Okay, your companion has gone. So you 
miss her – just like you missed the other fifty three 
companions.  Only you‟re not human, so it's really 
like those people who spend forever mourning pets 
- a bit icky.  
 

   Logic aside, even if the Doctor were human and 
hence reasonably entitled to get as emotionally 
and physically involved with Rose as a lot of men 
would like to, it was all a bit too much.  Why Martha 
and Donna didn't just once tell him to stick a sock 
in it about Rose, I'll never know.  If I went on like 
that about an ex, I‟d have the TARDIS door 
slammed in my face quick smart.  True, his clone 
got to marry her in an alternative universe, that 
must make things a bit better, right?  Well, I don‟t 
know, but it seemed it was supposed to console 
us.    

Ten Things to Dislike about TenthTen Things to Dislike about Tenth  
Article by Floyd Kermode 

Ten Contradicting Points 
 

The Long Good Bye 
While I think that RTD 
became overly self-

indulgent towards the end,  
The End of Time signified 
the end of his involvement 
with the series, so I could 

accept it having more 
endings than Lord of the 

Rings.  I think I would 
have done less myself, 

especially as they were all 
together at the end of 

season four, but looking 
back, closure is nice. 

 

Show-offiness 
Aside from the fact the 

spell checker and I do not 
accept that as a word, the 

charisma of Tennant 
carried through to the 

Tenth Doctor‟s bravado. 
He did push himself more 

than he ought, but that 
gave him the edge he 

needed.  I think that other 
Doctors in the past put this 

on more than he. 
 

Mannered Clothes 
I think anything that 

produces a better dressed 
fan community should 

never be dismissed.  Suits 
and ties look smart and 

simple; he fits in 
anywhere.  We do not 

need a costume like those 
of the past, and I think 

Tennant‟s slim physique 
suited the style perfectly. 
The problem with fashion 
is that it will date, but the 
suit does seem to cross 
timelines with only minor 

alterations to collars, 
colours, and ties. 

 

Mooning after Rose 
Okay, this one is harder to 

defend.  I found Rose  
irritating, mostly when she 
spoke, but I liked seeing a 

Doctor‟s reaction to the 
loss of a companion, aside 

from finding another. 
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Ten Things to Dislike about TenthTen Things to Dislike about Tenth  
Article by Floyd Kermode 

Five :: Stupid Pointy Hair  
  I'm just being jealous here - I'd love to have 
hair, let alone hair and a ton of gel so it could look 
concerned, bohemian and yet casual.  At least it 
gave him something to fiddle with while he was 
being concerned, rushed or thinking deep thoughts 
about Rose.  Without the hair to play with, he'd 
probably chew all the pencils in the TARDIS to 
shreds.  
  

Six :: Not Tom Baker  
 This happens to every post-Tom Baker 
Doctor at some point.  Play with your hair all you 
like (if Tom had done that, his hands would 
probably still be in there), save the cosmos, appear 
in Hamlet, shack up with Peter Davison's daughter 
… at some point the thinking viewer buys an old 
VHS tape of Face of Evil and realises that you're 
not Tom Baker.  No shame there, David, but you're 
not Tom Baker.  
  

Seven :: Giving them One. Last. Chance.  
 All of those potted histories of Doctor Who 
describe things that the various Doctors have done 
a lot of.  Hartnell kept forgetting stuff.  Troughton 
never stopped jumping in the air and running down 
corridors.  Pertwee reversed the polarity of the 
neutron flow (I think he actually only did this twice, 
but that's a lot of times to do something that silly).   
Baker got too whimsical.  Davison was too rabbit-
like.  Colin Baker spent far too much time being 
furious and so on.  Tenant kept giving bad guys 
one last chance to stop being evil 'or I'll stop this' 
despite being very vulnerable.   Inevitably the bad 
guys sneer and laugh, which makes it morally okay 
when he turns them into scarecrows or plunges 
their screaming remains into the heart of a sun.  

 The first time Tenant‟s Doctor did this, it  felt 
sort of brave and whimsical.  As he kept going it 
seemed annoying - like he knew it was just a TV 
show.  Just once it would have been nice to see a 
scene like this: 
 
Doctor: “I‟m warning you now.  Leave this planet.” 
Bad Guy: “Hah, hah hah, or what Doctor?” 
Doctor: “Or I‟ll... Aaargh” (dies horribly) 
Doctor Eleven: “Damn…..still not ginger!” 
  

Eight :: Rude to historical characters  
 There's a line between being refreshingly 
unlike a BBC costume drama and being just 
teenagery in the face of serious real people like 
Queen Victoria, Shakespeare and Pompeian 
inhabiting Romans.  DT was firmly on the 
'teenagery' side and it did get a bit annoying at 
times.  As I said above, a bit of humility wouldn't 
hurt from time to time.  No, I didn't expect him to be 
all somber, but he could have shown a little 
respect. 
  

Nine :: Too popular with the women  
 Well, there's nothing personal about this 
obviously.  Just one of those mysteries of human 
life.  Why my son's friends, my sisters and the 
entire female population of the planet fancy David 
Tenant is beyond me.  Must be the poncy 
sneakers.  
  

Ten :: Too many good points  
 Not only is David Tenant showered with 
respect and adulation, he's unkind to the writers of 
short fanzine pieces.  For example, ten is a nice 
round number and yet I can't find a tenth thing to 
dislike about him and/or his Doctor.  Selfish I call it!  

Stupid Pointy Hair 
I liked the hair, could have 
been a kittle more ginger, 

but you cannot have 
everything.  The style 
does seem modern, 

although thankfully still 
reasonably neat and short. 

 

Not Tom Baker 
I didn‟t like the flippancy of 
Tom Baker; I would go as 

far as citing him as my 
least favourite Doctor. 
Peter Davison is my 

Doctor; Tennant is too. 
 

One. Last. Chance. 
I liked the warnings he 

gave, especially in School 
Reunion.  He did give the 

enemy a chance and 
everything after that, in his 

eyes, fell as their 
responsibility. 

 

Rude to Historical Figures 
Well, I would say he treats 

them more like normal 
people rather than ones to 

be respected.  Harriet 
Jones, in the show‟s future 

could be considered a 
historical figure, yet he 
treated her as he would 
anyone else.  Equality 

throughout the timeline. 
 

Too popular with women 
Now this is getting silly. 

Just because the general 
fan base of the show may 
not be too popular with the 

ladies should not mean 
the lead actor cannot 

attract them.  Indeed, he 
brought a whole new 

generation of fans to the 
series.  I bet you will say 
he is too good next... Oh 

wait... You did. 
 

Too many good points 
I think a more flawed 

Doctor would be 
interesting, although they 

did try that with Colin 
Baker.  I think Tennant will 
be remembered like Tom. 

For all the latest DWCV meeting information and other Sci-Fi events go to: 

www.dwcv.org.au  or see Sonic Screwdriver # 178! 



 

River Song’s Photo Diary...River Song’s Photo Diary...  
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